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To His GRACE, 


The moſt Illuſtrious and Puiſſant 


CHARLES, 


DUKE OF 


MARLBOROUGH. 


May it pleaſe Tour Grace! 


CRAIGIE Humbly beg Leave to uk 
15 > 2 my moſt grateful Acknowledge- 

Sl: ments for the kind Reception, 
dF 33-0 2 5 my two Books of Philoſophical 
Meditations have formerly met 
with from Your Grace ; and for the liberal Re- 


turn, which Your Grace was pleaſed to make 
me. 
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MAV I further preſume humbly to entreat 
your Grace's Condeſcention to Patronize theſe 
preſent Undertakings with Your Grace's Ap- 
probation; which being Works deſign'd for 


the Advancement of true Virtue, and intend- 
ed to promote the Spiritual Welfare of Man- 


kind; (as well as my two former Works) I 
cannot doubt but this will likewiſe find Ac- 
ceptance with Your Grace; whoſe illuſtrious 


NAME (like a Star of the firſt Magnitude, 


which directs rhe Eye of the Spectator to 
the more obſcure Stars, that happen near the 


Verge of its ſhining Rays) will give my pre- 


ſent Undertaking a greater Regard and Eſteem 
in the Sentiments of Men, and render my La- 
bours the more Obſervable, and Succeſsful to 
revive and promote that true Virtue and God- 
lineſs, which in too, too many, is now a Days 


plmoſt ee out of Faſhion. 


Ir is but F that any Attempts 
1 can make to ſuppreſs Vice and encourage 
Virtue, which is my chief Deſign, can have 


any mighty Influence from my own ſingle En- 
foreement, becauſe of my aun in the 


World. 


FOR 


WW a 


F O R which Reaſon it is that I a 


to make my Works the more Uſeful by my 
Application to ſuch for their Patronage, whoſe 


Virtues and dignified Places of Honour are 
equally Illuſtrious, fo that their Lights ſo ſhine 
before Men, that they can ſuffer no Eclipſe. 


AND as theſe Virtues and Honours are moſt 
conſpicuouſly join'd in the Perſon and Charac- 
ter of your Grace, which will for ever Shine 


in the ſucceeding circling Annals of Time (as 


well as the for ever Memorable and Renown'd 
Atchievements of Your Grace's late moſt Glo- 
rious Predeceſor) fo ſhall I hope that your 
Grace's Approbation of this well delign'd At- 
tempt, will not only add to its preſeat Uſe- 
fulneſs, but alſo continue the ſame to ſucceed- 
ing Generations. 


M a y God continue Your Grace, 4 all 


Patrons of Virtue, in Health, Honour and Dig- 


nity, to promote and continue to us the Truths 
of the Goſpel of Peace; and when you ſhall 
have finiſhed ſuch Noble Acts for the World, 


as God ſhall direct and appoint, may Chriſt 


A 4 receive 


DEDICATION. 
receive You into the unmoleſted Joys of his 


Kingdom, and Crown You with the immortal 
Reward of Eternity, is the Prayer, 


bw 
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| (May it Pleaſe Your Grace) of 
Toar Grace s, 
moſt Obedient, 


moſt Grateful, and 


SY* ale'Q Bas 
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PREFACE. 


H E great Concerns of Futuri- 
ty, call aloud upon every indi- 
vidual Member of Chriſt's Body 
in their ſeveral Offices. to be as 


— - their proportion'd Abilities can 
render them; that they may not be idle and 
indolent 1n this ſhort and momentary State.of 
Tryal and Approbation; and whoever hath 
enter'd himſelf a Member of Chriſt muſt be 
faithful in his Service, and ſtrive to promote 
the Intereſt of his Kingdom ſo far as his A- 
bilities can reach in the Improvements of the 
Talents committed to his 'Truſt. © 


FOR 


& i 


auſeful in their proper Places as 
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Fo x whoever are endu'd with a Knowledge 

of their Duty to God muſt be ſenſible that it 
is their Duty to have the ſpiritual Welfare of 4 
others alſo at Heart and by all poſſible Means e 
to endeavour to help forward aud promote it 
according to their ſeveral Stations, Relations, 
Capacities, Concerns, Affairs, Truſts, Abilities, 
Endowments, and Qualifications. c 


ALT which being diſcharg'd, according to b 
their ſeveral Engagements, will render the Diſ- 
chargers thereof uſeful Members of the Body | 
of Chriſt, and by how much the more uſetu 1% 
anyof Chriſt's Members ſhall render themſelves fo 
1 in his Church Militant (while at the fame Time in 
they do not _ inſtru& others, but alſo go- „ 

I vern their own Actions by the Goſpel Precepts) 
by ſo much the more ſhall their Glories ſhine f ; 
in his Church Triumphant. 


Fox whoever ſhall be prepar'd to give up e 
the Accounts of his Stewardſhip with Joy, ſhall . 
| bimſelf receive the Reward of his. Diligence in 
the Diſcharge of that Care and Truſt, that were m 
here committed to him. . 


W = who are Laymen, are not to ſuppoſe 1 
that God has committed all the Care of ours ces 
and others Souls to thoſe, who are ſet apart ly 

for the Work of the Miniſtry, and that no fur pa 
ZH ther Concern belongs unto us but only on the to 
Account of our ſelves in our own private De C 
votions, and publick Attendance at Divine Seti Ci 
Bl vic | © 
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vice, as if this was ſufficient for us; who are 


only to regard our ſelves as Men in private Cir- 


cumſtances, and not to ſhew our ſelves buſy in 
Affairs of Religion any further than it ſuits the 
Care of our own Souls, or our Families. 


InDdEED where private Capacities can 


reach no further, it is well where this is but 


managed with that true Concern it requires; 
and I cou'd heartily wiſh this Care was taken 
by every Head of the Family, and alſo by every 


capable Member of it; by which true Vir- 


tue and pure Religion wou'd much more flou- 


| riſh and abound than it generally now does; 
> for I doubt not but by a Practice of Religion 

in private Families, each one wou'd be inclin'd 
to be 8 one another daily, while it is 


called Day, left any one ſhowed be harden'd thro? | 


the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 


THxko? the neglect of which Duty, of e- 
very one in their proper Places and Stations, 
we find, that, notwithſtanding the many Calls 
from the Pulpit, Sin is ſtill a very thriving Com- 


modity amongſt us, ſo that the Minilters of -- 


the Goſpel ſee net d of all the Helps that can 
be afforded them to ſuppreſs Vice and encour- 


age Virtue ; and whoever can add to the Suc- 
ceſs of their Labours, I doubt not, will not on- 
ly meet with their Encouragement and Appro- 


bation, but the Anſwer of a good Conſcience 
towards God in the Diſcharge of ſo great a 


Chriſtian Duty proportion d to his Abilities and 
Circumſtances. | 1 
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Wrnrcn Conſiderations, with an impartial 
Concern for the ſpiritual Welfare of all Mankind, 
have induc'd me to make the following Attempt 
to promote it: In which I am far from uſurp- 


ing upon the Sacred Office of the Clergy, to | 
whomT owe the moſt venerable Reſpects, whoſe * 
Labours will be ſtill the ſame, notwithſtanding 


mine, which I deſire may have their proper and 
intended Effects, for the carrying on the great 
Concerns of our ſpiritual Welfare. 


Bur for want of the Laity, in their ſeve- 
ral Places and Stations, chiming in with the 


Clergy to ſuppreſs Vice and Profaneneſs we ſee | 


by woeful Experience that many of the Youth 
ot theſe Days return ſpeedily to the Comimiſ- 
ſion of thoſe very Sins, which they have heard 
very ſharply reprov'd from the Pulpit ; and 
that too as ſoon as they are from under the 
Inſpection of the Miniſter. _ - 


WIHER EAS were the Inſtructions and Re- 
roofs from the Pulpit ſeconded by the domeſ- 
tick Admonitions and ſeaſonable Corrections, 


when neceſſary, of the Overſeers of Families; 
did Parents take Care to ſuppreſs Vice and en- 


courage Virtue in their Children, Maſters in 
their Servants and all Superiours in their In- 
feriours, and every one lay to a helping Hand 


according to their ſeveral Improvements and 


Places, then might we hope to ſee the Evil of 
Sin to decreaſe, and the Practice of Piety to 
flouriſh; ſince this wou'd mightily help ad 

5 their 
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their Labours, who now in great Meaſure 
have Cauſe to comp with the Prophet of 
Old, Lord who hath believed our Report? or 


to whom hath the Arm of the Lord been reveal- 
ed? | 


Now as I cannot be an idle Spectator into 
the common Ways and Follies of the World, 
and paſs by without Concern to ſee ſu many 
| taken up with guilded Toys and empty Delu- 
ſions inſtead of Happineſs, I have thought my 
ſelt obliged, thro? my compaſſionate Concera 
tor ſuch, who ſeem to have loſt all ſenſe of 
Care or Concern for themſelves, to attempt 
their Recovery from ſuch Follies; and to di- 
rect others in the true Road to Happineſs with- 
out turning alide from it, who have had the 
Advantages of a good Education and an early 
TRY tf > + Retry, 2 


B y which Attempt I ſhall find the Anſwer 
of a good Conſcience within my ſelf; having 
been induc'd thereto not only from my exten- 
ſive Charity to Mankind; but alſo that TI might 
not appear before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt 
las a {lothful and unfaithtul Servant, and an un- 
„ fruitful Member of his Church. bf 


1- THESE have been the prevailing Motives 
in with me to draw up the following Diſcourſes, 

and the mean Circumſtanees I am under, thro? - 

id WE Misfortunes in Trade, have induc'd me to the 
more Pains and Diligence in the Propagation 

of 'em, by ſeeking Subſcriptions for em; from 

| „ h 
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whence I wou'd alſo hope that they may the 
more generally anſwer my Deſign in promoting 
of Truth, Religion, and Virtue, which is my | 
chief End and Aim in the following Work, 


T 1s. chiefly the Product of my own 
Experience and Speculations, which have been 


all the Library, I am ar preſent furniſh'd with, 
of any Advantage to me in this Undertaking, 


except my Bible. 


Mx Genius alſo labouring under the Diſad- 


vanrages of having no Academical Learning for 


its Improvement, and Cultivation, was one of 
the chief Cauſes that kept me back from en- 
deavouring to render my ſelf uſeful to the 
World in the like Services till lately; iĩmagin- 


ing my ſelf incapable to expreſs my Thoughts} 


in that proper Language and Stile becoming 


an Autlior, and fit to promote what I cou'd 


' heartily wiſh I might be an Inſtrument of. 


N 0 TWITHSTANDING bein preſo'd in Mind 
to publiſhifome of my Thoughts to the World, 
which I had neglected on the Account and Rea- 


ſons aforeſaid, 


ey . drew up and pub- 
liſh'd my two Books of 


Philoſophical Me dita- 


tions, which having met with a more than ex- 


pected Entertainment and Approbation, I am 
the more encouraged to make the following 


Attempt of being yet further Uſeful and Service- 


able in my Generation; and have accordingly 
adapted my preſent Diſcourſes to the more com- 
mon, Capacities; and I hope my former 08 
f | | been 
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© been and will be of general Advantage to all 
Z El conſiderate Readers, and induce the Curious to 
ſearch into the Beauty of Nature, and to adore; 

love,” fear, ſerve and obey its Author. Ents 


ny THe chief Comfort I enjoy'd in Adverſity 
nv was an inward Satisfaction of Mind from my 
1, F honeſt Deſigns and Intentions, which I hope 
3 I ſhall ever continue; the only Reflection I 

found upon it, was, that I had not done ſome- 

thing in a publick Way to advance the ſpiritu- 
1-W al Weltare of others, which from my Child- 
hood T had mightily deſired I might become 

an Inſtrument of. 


ne AT a remove which Reflection, I drew up my 
n- former Works, and from their kind Reception 
its ¶ I am encouraged to hope that this preſent Under- 
ag taking will ſtill add to the Spiritual Advantage 
dF of Mankind, which I have, ever ſince I was 
capable of Conſideration, had at Heart: And 
whether I be led by the Spirit of Truth or 
2 Enthuſiaſm I leave to the impartial Cenſure of 
Idi thoſe judicious Readers, who are Capable to try 
the Spirits, and between which J have, in the -_ 
1b-} latter End of this Diſcourſe, I think, made a 
clear Diſtinction in a Marginal Note. 


My Method and Stile muſt labour under 
ſome Diſadvantages, for want of more acquir'd 
Learning; but having endeavour'd to expreſs 

my Thoughts in the beſt Language my imall 
1 as furniſh'd me with, I doubt not 7 


but in this as well as my former Works, all 
e judicious 


Do 


— —— — 
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judicious Men will pardon my Deficiences in 
that Kind, and accept of my honeſt Intentions, 
= which are defign'd to weaken the Kingdom 
of Darkneſs, and to advance the Truths of 
the Goſpel of Peace: To which End, may 
the Bleſſing of God attend them. 
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H E Great End of our coming 
into the World, wherein our A- 
bode is very ſhort and uncer- 
tain, is not to pleaſe and gratity 
the corrupt Inclinations of the 
bodily Senſes, and to indulge 
| our natural Diſpoſittns in what- 
ever we ſhall find pleaſing and agreeable to our 
brutal Appetites, and fleſhly Deſires; but in 
more ſublime and ſpiritual Employments to fit 
and prepare us for another State, which after our 
leaving this will be permanent and durable to all 
Eternity. n | 
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AND as this is the chief and only End of our 
being here, we are not here to expe& any com- 
pleat Happineſs, but ought to employ our Time 
in a due Preparation for that future Happineſs, 
which may be obtain'd by our preſent and earneſt 
Endeavours after it. 

HE RE we are brought into the World, as in- 
to a Wilderneſs; we are journey ing thro? it to 
a Land of Promiſe, which by an Eye of Faith 
we may ſee;and by Patience obtain, if we travel 
with Courage and Conftancy, in Ways delineat- 
ed, ſhew'd, and directed us in the ſacred revealed 
Will of our Creator; and turn not aſide there- 
from thro' Giants and Monſters, who will at- 
tack us in our ſpiritual Journey. 

Bu rT ſince we ſhall meet with many fright- 
ful Enemies in our Progreſs thither, and it not be- 
ing attain'd without many Hazards and Difficul- 
ties; a good Proviſion in our ſetting out, and ſuf- 
ficient for the carrying us on, and continuing us 
in a right Road to our deſired Haven, is above 
all Things neceſſary. 5 
I SHALL therefore, in Order to ſecure our 
fafe arrival at this Haven of Reſt, take a View of 
the ſeveral Stages of humane Life. ET 

As Firft, T ſhall obſerve ſomething in Rela- 
tion to our_coming into the World, 
2. T sHALL conſider our firſt Glimmer- 
ings of Reaſon and Knowledge, and direct thoſe, 
who have the Government of Children, how to | 
guard them in thoſe innocent Days againſt the 
Corruptions, that preſently offer themſelves, - and 
tend to deprive them of that Innocence, they are 


then endued with. <2. 
"| JETS We; 
r 


YG Wes O&T.2 &0 


A Journey thro? the Wo RL D: E 


23%, IS HAL L give Directions to thoſe of fur- 
ther Years, who ſhall be capable of hearkening 


to Inſtruction, how to employ their Time inno- 
cently, and to un againſt being led into the 
way of Deſtru 5 EE 0 


con. | 
A. I $sHALL endeavour to Confirm and 


Strengthen thoſe of riper Years in the Ways of 


Religion and Virtue. 5 
5 *. TI's HALL endeavour to perſuade ſuch, 


who have been over-come by bad Examples, or 
enticeing Gratifications, and who are hereby in 


the Snare of the Devil to return ſpeedily 'trom 
their preſent imminent Danger to an hearty Sor- 
row for their loſt Time, and to make good the 
great Bulinels.for which they were ſent into the 
Mor £5 -: 4 = | N 


= 


. * - 0 
' 6"V, I SHALL encourage all to perſevere in 


a Courſe of Godlineſs without wearineſfſs. 
AN o Laſtly, ſhew the Advantages that will 


be reaped by thoſe, Who hold out to the End, 


without turning aſide after that which profits not. 


a — 


SD © Che. 
Of | our coming into the World. | 
t Creator of all Things has heen 


m Eternity, neceſſarily Exiſtent, infinite- 
If perfect in Himſelf; and remain'd in the Unity 


of his Divine Eſſence, in undivided, uncommunt+ 


cated. Perfections, before the Creation of Worlds 


and Inhabitants, and that he might communicate 


his Perfections, diſtinguiſh'd the Eſſence of his 


Br 
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By which Word, (which is called his only 
Son, beloved Son, £9c.) he began his Creations 
of Worlds and Inhabitants; as likewiſe of Spiri- 
tual Beings, vis. Angels, who ſhov'd be ſervice- 
able to ſuch Purpoſes, as his Wiſdom ſhou'd ap- 
point amongſt the reſt of his Works, who had 
not ſo near an Approach to his Preſence, and 
were not fo near his Attendance. . 

Now the Angels being of the higheſt Intel- 
ligence of created Beings, muſt have ſuch Duties 
of Allegiance enjoin'd them which they ſhou'd 
not deviate from, nor arrogate to themſelves an 
Affectation of Divine Honours and Worſhip from 
any of the reſt of God's Creatures, that were, or 
ſhou'd be made of inferior Intelligences ; ſince it 
muſt neceſſarily bring Diſorder and Confuſion in- 
to the Creation, for God to give his Honour and 
Worſhip to any created Being whatſoever. - * - 
Bu T this vain Attempt being made by tlie 
Pride and Arrogance of Lucifer, a fallen * Angel, 
0 . e and 


* A 5 — 


®* That this was the Sin of the Apoſtate Angels, I think, will ap- 
ar from their Affectation of Divine Worſhip and Honours from Man- 
ind, by ſetting up themſelves as the Objects of humane Worſhip all 
over the World, wherever they cou'd be ſo receiv'd, and appearing as 
Deities, and anſwering humane Enquires in Oracles. -. | 
And ſo far did the Devil carry this Affectation, that he attempted 
to become the Object of the Worſhip of Chriſt himſelf, and offer'd, him 
all the Kingdoms of the World and the Glories of 'em to fall down 
and worſhip him. z | 
And as this ſhews the Devil's attempts to ſet himſelf up as the Ob- 
ject of divine Worſhip, ſo it appears moſt probable that this was the 
Sin of his Apoſtacy, ſince he ſtill continues to perſiſt in it. 
But our Bleſſed Saviour's Anſwer, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord 
thy God, and him ONLY ſhalt thou ſerve, Directs us to the only 
proper object of our Worſhip, viz. J he Lord God and him ONLY, 
'  thorefore the Lord God is the ONLY Object of Worſhip. 1 
Now our Bleſſed Saviour is himſelf the Object of the Worſhip 
of every Creature both in Heaven and Earth; Phil. ii. 10. 5 
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and an innumerable Multitude of his Followers 
in Conſpiracy with him; they thereby forfeited 
the Happineſs of that State wherein they were 
created, and were accordingly baniſh'd that Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, that accompanied the Satisfaction of thoſe 
other Angels, who thankfully accepted that holy 
and pure Eſtate in which God in Wiſdom had 
created and placed them; upon which right 
Choice they are now for ever confirm'd in the 
Fruition of perfect Happineſs, perfectly ſatisfied 
in the communicable Goodneſs of their Creator, 
without aſpiring after the unattainable Perfections 
of that Worſhip and Honour that only of Right 
can belong unto God; and which for any Crea- 


*« all the Angels of God worſhip him.” Heb. i. 6. being himſelf the 
Creator of em all, for “ by him were all Things created that are 
in Heaven and that are in Earth, viſible and inviſible.“ Col. i. 16. 
Is it not then very abſurd to imagine that Chriſt ſhou'd be a Creature 
himſelf? which if ſo, cou'd not be the Object of the Worſhip of 
every Creature, ONLY belonging to the Lord God: And it is ſtill 
as abſurd to imagine a Creature to be the Creator of all Things; even 
of all'the Syſtems of Bodies in the whole Univerſe, and to give Mo- 
_ Laws and Limits to em, that they cannot of themſelves tranfs 
greſs. yo 
| Now to the Creator of all theſe inanimate Bodies, and of all their 
Inhabitants rational and irrational, together with the Spiritual Inhabi 
tants of the Heavens, muſt be an Act of Almighty Power in the unori- 
3 ginated Exiſtence, which can never be transfer'd to a created Being, 
bor then wou'd God give his Power and Honour to another, which he 
3 has told us he will not. Beſides, 5 | 7% 
— Thoſe who wou'd imagine our Saviour a created or made God, run 
into the Error they ſeek to avoid, in making a Plurality of Gods. 
That he was the Creator of all Things, that were created, is fully 
manifeſt from Revelation: And from his being the rue Object of the 
worſhip of every Creature, #9 Creature being exempt from the wor- 
ſip of him ; then it wou'd follow, that if he was a Creature, he was 
oblig'd to worſhip himſelf, the mention of which ſhews its Abſurdity. 
The ſumm of all is, That Divine Worſhip ONLY belongs to the 
Lord thy God, and as this is manifeſtly a Prerogative belonging to 
our bleſſed Saviour, as above prov'd, he muſt neceſſarily be, 4 Lord 
1% God, in the Unity of the Divine Exiſtence from Eternity. | 
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ture to attempt a Reſemblance of, muſt be ſuch 
4 Treaſon, that even the very nature of it muſt 


diſappoint the Hopes of ſuch Apoſtates, who, by 
climbing out of their Reach, muſt neceſſarily 


fall into Perdition and Confuſion, ſince the Pre- 
rogative of Divine Worſhip and Honours is ſole- 
ly belonging to the unoriginated Exiſtence, as a 


Tribute from all his Creatures. 


A 


AN p now as to the Creation of Man: We 
find our ſelves in Being, ve khow we began to 


exiſt but how and when we are ſo ignorant of 


that many have imagin'd we had an Exiſtence be- 
fore that we now enjoy in the Body, vis. a Spi- 


ritual one; and that God, for ſome Reaſon of Diſ- 
pleaſure, thro! ſome Miſcarriages in us in that 


2 8 5 State, has ſent us into this World for a 
urther Tryal and Approbation of us. 


BV r I do not know one of this Perſuaſion, 
Who pretend to remember any Tranſactions of 
their pre- exiſtent State any more than if they had 
had no pre- exiſtence at all; to ſolve which the 
Ancients (for it is an old Imagination) have told 


us that upon our Paſſage from that State to this 


World, we were oblig'd to drink of the River 


Oblivion, whereby we utterly forgot all our for- 
mer Tranſactions. \ 


Bur not to mention the fabulous- Stories of 
the fictitious Poets, but to enquire into the Mo- 
dern Notions of the Defendants of this Perſuaſi- 
on; *tis alſo allow'd by them that all our former 


Oecurrances are utterly forgotten. Then I'wou'd 
ask to what End are we remov'd from one State 


ro another for a further Approbation of our Ac- 
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Wr are aſſur'd from Scripture that we ſhall. 
be judg*d by our Actions, and that the Remem- 
brance of 'em will in part be a Reward to Virtu- 
ous, or a Puniſhment tg Vicious ones when re- 
mov'd from our preſent State; and therefore if 
2 Remembrance of our Actions in a different 
State to this will be part of the Reward or Pu- 
niſhment of 'em; it wou'd ſeem unreaſonable 
that we ſhou'd be ſent hither for ſome falſe Steps 
we had taken in a pre- exiſtent State, which we 
ſhou'd utterly forget, and therefore never know 
how to rectify or amend. IR 

T ris wild Notion of Pre-exiſtence has been 
an Inlet into ſeveral other extravagant Notions 
8 tat in particular of the Tranſmigration of 

ouls. „ 

W HEN God created Man, we find in his re- 
veal'd Account thereof, that when God had form- 
ed his Body, he breath'd into him the Breath 
of Life, and Man became a living Soul, from 
which I obſerve, that breathing into him the 
Breath of Life, cou'd not be inſtilling into him a 
Soul pre-exiſtent, for then he wou'd not have be- 
come at that juncture a living Soul, but a living 

pre- exiſtent Soul wou'd only then have actuatèed 

a dead Lump of Earth, between which there 
cou'd not be any Harmony and Agreement. 
Bu T here the Body is ſo curiouſly wrought 
in all its Organs and Parts, to admit the Circu- 
lation of the Blood and Fluids thro? all the va- 
rious Tubes and Windings of it, from the Heart 
its original Spring and Fountain, whereupon the 
Eungs do immediately aſſume their proper Office 
of breathing in the Element of the Air, and thus 
0g 34 
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Lite, having ſo curiouſly fitted every Organ and 
Parr to their proper Offices, that thro' the Cir- 
culation of the Blood, wherein is the Lite, the 
Lungs are made capable to receive and return 
the Air by breathing as the proper Means to con- 
tiaue the Union between the Soul and Body, and 
1s therefore call'd the Breath of Life, properly 
belonging to it, as the Reſult of fo amazing and 
Stupendious a Workmanſhip. 

S © that this is the Beginning of Man's Exiſt- 
ence, who, being at firſt created after the Divine 
Image in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, he 
cou'd not receive a Soul that had been pre-exiſt- 
ent and guilty of any former Miſcarriages to its 

Creator, for then God's Image wou'd have been 
thereby defac'd, but we are aſſur'd that Adam 
came pure out of his Makers Hands, and FRere- 
fore had not defac'd the Image of God before 
his” Formation, tho? he afterwards did by his 
Diſobedience to God's Command. 

Bor it may be alledged that tho? the Image 
of God was defac'd by Adam's Tranſgreſſion, 
yet it may be recover'd thro? Chriſt ; and that if 
his Soul be ſuppoſed to be pre-exiftent before 
the Formation of his Body, and that it might have 
been guilty of ſome Miſcarriages in that State, 
yet we do not know but it might be recover'd 

herefrom, and have the Image of God reſtored 
again to it before it aſſumed an Humane Body. 
IANSWE R, that then if the former Miſcar- 
Tiages had been made good, there wou'd have 
been no Occaſion that it ſhou'd have been ſent in- 

to a different State for a further Trial of its O- 
bedience, 1 


is God faid to breathe into Man the Breath of 
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3o that the Notion of the Souls pre- exiſtence 
does not appear to have any Foundation either 
from Scripture or Reaſon ; but it is molt reaſon- 
able to believe that our Beings here are our firſt 
Entrance into Exiſtence, which J ſhall conſider as 
our lineal Deſcent from Adam and Eve. 

Fo R after their Formation, God ordain'd that 
a Succeſſion of their Race ſhou'd be continued 
by Means of Propagation, commanding them to 
be fruitful and multiply. 3 

N o w it may be obſerv'd, that this Command 
to be fruitful and multiply being given them in 
their ianocent State, that the AQ of Procreation 
cou'd not be the Breach of the Law of God, as 
ſome have vainly imegin'd, becauſe this Act wow'd 
have been in Compliance to a direct Command 
given them in their Marriage State and Con- 
tract; and to command and prohibit the ſame 
Thing implies a direct Contradiction. 

No Wiit appears that before our firſt Parents 
had comply'd with this Command to be fruitful 
and multiply, that they firſt tranſgreſs'd, in eat- 
ing of the Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, 
which God had commanded they ſhou'd not; 
which from what Account we have of it in the 
Moſaic Hiſtory appears to be the very firſt Day 
of their Creation, and it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
it Was; becauſe, had the Night come before that 
Tranſgreſſion, we may imagin that they wou'd 
not have ſpent the Night without it, ſince this 
wou'd have been in Compliance to the firſt Com- 
mand given them after their Formation, and it 
being granted, that their Tranſgreſſion was on 
the firſt Day of their Creation, will in Reaſon e- 
SS | ſtabliſh 
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the ſimilarity of Days and Years before their Fall: 
And for a further Illuſtration of this Suppoſition, 
let us _ Adam and Eve created in the tore 
part of the Day, (which was then half a Year 
long). 1n a perfect State of Innocence, and that 
the Fruits on the Trees in the Garden of Eden, 


where they were placed, were then in their Ma- 


of their Maker's Hands; and privileged to take 
a full Satisfaction in eating of th 


then having the perfect Maſtery over themſelves 


reaſonably conclude, that they wou'd be guilty 
of no Irregularities, while in their Innocence ; 


Command of God to be fruittul and multiply 
(which in the Courſe and Order of Nature they 
might be diſpoſed to deter till the proper Seaſon 
of the Night,) being naturally directed firſt to 
fupply their Appetites with wholeſome Food and 


go forth into the Garden to take the Pleaſures 
there to be afforded in ſeeing and taſting the Pro- 
viſions, that their benevolent Creator had pro- 


| 


bly continue till towards the Evening of the Day; 
#nd allowing them both to be created before the 
Middle of it, or before Noon, wou'd, upon the 


turity, and gratefully entertaining to the Sight 
and Taſte; and they being now newly come out 


11 e Fruits of every | 
Free, ſave only the Tree of Knowledge; and 


to govern and demean their Inclinations, we may 


and therefore before their complying with the | 


Nouriſhment; fo that they, in all probability, 


vided and allow*d them; in which their Contem= | 
1 excite em to Joy and Thankful- 

els, and to a true Complaiſancy and Delight in 
their happy State; in Which they might proba- 


former 
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former Hypotheſis, be the length of two or three 
of our Months; which is much more reaſonable 
to imagine, than to ſuppoſe that all theſe Occur- 
rances were tranſacted Within the Compaſs of one 
of our Days of twelve Hours. | 
A ND now in the partaking of the good Things, 
allow d and permitted them, comes on the Tryal 
of their Obedience. | 
Ao here our Mother Eve is attack'd by a 
ſubtile and deceitful Enemy under the ſpecious 
Pretences of Friendſhip, who ſuggeſts ro her that 
the threat*ning God had denounc'd againſt them, 
upon their Eating of this Fruit, wow'd not enſue; 
but that his Commanding them not to eat of it, 
was only with a Deſign to keep them in Igno- 
rance; becauſe the Eating of it wowd make em 
become Wiſe as Gods, knowing Good and Evil: 
Hereupon Eve, ſeeing that the Fruit was good 
for Food, and pleaſant to the Eyes, began to 
long after it; and becauſe of her being alſo made 
Wiſe by it, was ſtill the more deſirous of it; fo 
that hereupon ſhe relinquiſhes her Obedience to' 
God, and, by theſe Temptations, is prevaiPd up- 
on to eat of the forbidden Fruit, and prevails with 
her Husband likewiſe, notwithſtanding the Com- 
mand of their - Maker to the contrary, which 
ought to have over-ballanced all the Suggeſtions 
of any created Being whatſoever, tho? in never 
ſo plauſible a Manner offer'd under the moſt ſpe» 
cious Pretences of Friendſhip x. 
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Let our Mother Eve's being deceiv'd warn us from being with- 
wn from our Duty to God thro' any Attempts whatſoever 3 let the 
Pretentions of thoſe who wou'd perſwade us to it be what they will; 
lat us not be deceiy'd by Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing; who may be 
| diſcover d 
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Death; becauſe Corruption cannot inherit Incor- 


ruption ; but Chri/? was promis'd to bruiſe the | 


Serpents Head, and thereby to reſtore them and 


their Poſterity to a new Covenant of Peace, 


which might bring them to Life and Immort a- 
lity after Death; ſo that tho? Death and the 
Grave are conſequent upon the Tranſgreſſion of 
our firſt Parents, yet Chriſt has now obtain'd a 
Victory over them; ſo that St. Paul cou'd man- 
fully triumph and ſay, O Death! where is thy 
“ Sting? O Grave! where is thy Victory?“ And 
then Anſwers, © The Sting of Death is Sin, and 
„ the Strength of Sin is the Law,” and then 
thanks God, who hath given us the Victory 
ce thro? our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 

FN M which it may be oblerv*'d that Chrift 
b aſſum'd the Humane Nature and therein 
perfected Obedience for us, and ſuffer'd Death 
for our Redemption, and riſen again without ſee- 
ing Corruption enſur*d to us, ſo that, as thro? 
Adam we are ſubjected to Death and Corruption, 
ſo thro* Chriſt we are again to be rais'd and 


diſcover'd to be ſuch when they wou'd perſwade us that our Salvation 
depends upon Traditions and Commandments of Men ; or that Salva- 


others than wou'd perſwade us that we may be ſav'd by any other 

Means than by Faith in Chriſt, and Obedience to his Precepts (where 
his Goſpel is preach'd) we may aſſure our ſelves are falſe Teachers, 
Deceivers, and not to be hearkened to, but to be rejected as the worſt 


Dreſs, 


N D now the whole Poſterity of Adam and 
Eve, thro? their Tranſgreſſion, are involvd in 
Corruption; ſubjected to Sin and therefore to | 


tion is only attainable in their Church, and that we are ſafe in Com- 
munion only with them, for tho we ſhou'd lead corrupt Lives, yet by 
partaking of their Abſolutions we are out of Danger. Theſe or any 


of Enemies, let them appear in never ſo innocent and promiſing a 


chang'd 


Journey thro the Worr vp. 29 
chang*d from Corruption to Incorruption : With- 
out which Obedience, Sufferings and Reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt in the Fleſh or Humane Nature, 
we cou'd have had no Redemption from Death 
nor Reſurrection from the Dead; For as in A- 
dam all ded, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made a- 
live,“ or come to a re-union of Soul and Body, 
or a Reſurrection from the Grave, to receive the 
Z Reward of their Works, whether they be Good 
or Evil. £ 
* HEreEvPoN the Apoſtle breaks out into 
Z Thankfulneſs for the Victory obtain'd by Chriſt _ 
cover Death and the Grave; for tho? Sin was the 
Sting of Death, which Sin was a Violation of the 
Law of God, (as he elſewhere ſays, without a 
La there can be no Tranſgreſſion) and that Vi- 

2 olation had ſubjected Mankind to Death and the 
Grave, yet the Sting of Death and Victory of the 
Grave were taken away by a ſignal Victory, 
I Chriſt, in Humane Nature, had firſt obtain'd over 
din, by an unerring Obedience; and then over 
the Grave, by ſuffering Death himſelf, and yet 
riſing again to Life before his Body was corrupt- 
ed in that Grave; © for it was impoſſible he cowd 
> F< be held of Death:“ Acts ii. 24. Becauſe Sin 
I is the es of Death; but Chriſt was without 
Sin, therefore Death cow'd not continue its Do- 
minion over him; yet as it had fo far engag'd 
Nagainſt him that he really underwent a curſed 
Death, which was 20. for himſelf, Dan. ix. 26, 
do he cord not be held of it, or it cou'd not con- 
tinue him in its Territories, but as he had lived 
an uncorrupt Life, ſo he wou'd ſurely looſe the 
Bands, Bars, and Bolts of Death that * 
. ou' 
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ſhou'd re- aſſume his Life before his Body ſaw * 
Corruption, and thereby gain a Victory over it, | 
to reſtore all the humane Race to a Reſurrection 
of their Bodies, which ſhou'd alſo be made im- 
mortal, and chang'd from Corruption to Incor- | 
 ruption. 5 
| | us 1s the Sting, tho? not the Eſſect, of 
Original Sin taken away in Chriſt, which was e- 
qually ſo before his coming thro? that Promiſe of | 
it, therefore no one coming into the World of 


Divine Wrath, any further than their being ſub- | 
jected to Death, ſo that the Wrath of God upon | 
Adam's Poſterity being executed in temporal 
Death, will never be imputed to unerring Infants 
in a future State: For their Innocence is, by our 
Saviour himſelf ſet forth as an Example of Imi- 
tation, which can only qualify us for the King- 
dom of Heaven; and if their Innocence be a fit 
Qualification for Heaven then do we come into 
the World innocent, and cannot forfeit our Title 
to Heaven, which Chriſt has thro' his Death 
purchas'd far us, untill we become Tranſgreſſors 
gur ſelves, which we cannot do till we are ca- 
pable to diſtinguiih between Good and Evil. 
Wx are indeed ſaid to be conceiv'd in Sin and | 
dhapen dan Iniquity, wherein is imply'd the prone- 
neſs of our Natures to Evil as ſoon as we come | 
to diſtinguiſh, what it is, which Propenſity jn our 
Natures flows from the Root and Origen from 
whence we Spring, upon which Account we can- 
ot be exempt from Frailties and Sins, and Death 
ing conſequent hereupon, we are ſaid * by 
Nature 


the Humane Race, can come into it under the 
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Nature the Children of Wrath; Which Wrath is 
executed in the Death we are ſubjected to. 


AL L Infants therefore, that die in their In- 


fancy, eſcape the Evil of making Vice their Choice, 


and their tuffering Death conſequent upon their 
Deſcent from Adam, they have then no more to 


ſuffer upon Adam's Account, but Life and Immor- 


tality to expect upon Chriſt's Account. 

Tus having conſider'd in what Circumſtan- 
ces we come into the World with Relation to our 
Original from Adam, and Redemption by Chriſt; 


it will not be amiſs ia the next Place to conſider 


the amazing and wonderful Workmanſhip of God 


in the Formation of us in the Womb. 

IN which, upon our Conception, we are in an 
undegeſted chaotical ſtate of e lay ox Or- 
der or Form (as this Earth was befo 
tion) and now by the Spirit, or Power of God, 


re its Forma- 


implanted in all ſecondary Cauſes, the Fœtus in 
the Womb is faſhioned from its chaotical State, 


by giving it, firſt, a vital or vegitative Life, by 


which every Part takes its proper Place, and every 
Vein, Sinew, Artery, Bone, and Ligament b 
Degrees aſſume their Diſpoſitions and Offices, till 


ſuch Time that the whole Maſs is come to a pro- 
per Compoſure, ſo that the Heart, which is the 


Spring and Fountain of the Circulation of the 
Blood diſtributes it thro* rhe Whole Body, by 
which Diſtribution enters the Life, Spirit or Soul; 


after the vital Life had nouriſh'd and brought 
the Maſs to that maturity that the Body was ſo 
diſpos'd (as obſerv'd in the Formation of Adam) 
in all its various Tubes and Windings to admit 
the Circulation of the Blood and Fluids, then, 
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I fay, enters that Spirit of Life infus'd into it by 
the Almighty Author of Nature as a Conſequence 
of ſo curious and inimitable a Workmanſhip: 
which Breath of Life, being ſecretly infus'd in- 
to the Fœtus in the Womb, is conveyed to it by 
the Organs and Faculties of the Lite and Motions 
of the Mother; and continues irs growth in the 
Womb, with various Movements till come to a 
maturity or capacity of Strength to Breathe in 


the open Element of the Air; and when it is en- 


ter'd into the World, it begins to make known 
it is come to want Compaſſion and Help, being 
unable to ſhift for, or help it ſelf. 

Wricnx Wants muſt be ſupplied by the 


Welcome of its Friends, which is generally af- 


forded to all Infants, who have the Happineſs to 


come into the World in a regular Way; vis. in 


the Honourable ſtate of Marriage between their 
Parents; but the inhumane Uſages of many In- 
fants that have otherwiſe come into the World, 
even from their own Mothers, who many of *em 
have embrued their Hands in their Infants inno- 
cent Blood, ought in Reaſon to make all Men and 
Women to 8 all Acts of Propagation in an 


unlawful Way or an unmarried State, if there 


was even, no Law of God to forbid it. 


yew Fo R tho? ſeveral have met with better Treat- 


ment, and have eſcaped ſuch Cruelty, yet have 
they wanted the united Affections of their Pa- 
rents to take that proper Care of their Educati- 
on, which was requiſite and neceſlary ; nay, very 


often they are in Danger, beſides their want of : 
Inſtruction, of having ill Examples ſet em, and 


Encouragement in Vice; ſo that if ever they 
| ſhou'd 
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ſhou'd be ſo happy as to come to a true Senſe 


of their Duty to God, their Neighbour, and 
themſelves it muſt be attain d with much Dif- 


1 ficulty, and many Hazards muſt attend it: And 
notwithſtanding the ſame may be ſaid concerning 


Children of ſome irreligious Parents in a mar- 


ried State, yet theſe are free from the Scoffs of 


the World upon that Account, that the other 


f poor unhappy Children generally meet with, tho? 


in themſelves innocent of their own Deſcent. 


AN p it may be generally obſerv'd, that tho? 
married Parents themſelves ſnou'd happen to be 


: irreligious, where they have not loſt all Senſe of 
a future State, they will cauſe their Children to 
be inſtructed according to their Abilities, and de- 


fire that they may be of better Principles than 
themſelves, from whence it has ſometimes hap- 
pen'd, that ſome Parents have been converted b 


; means of their own Children. Beſides, Children 


of married Parents have not that Reflection to 
lay upon 'em, in being Inſtruments of bringing 
them into the World in an irregular Way. 

So that it is highly neceſſary that our Propen- 
ſities to Propagation be kept within due Bounds, 


and wholly reftrain'd to a married State, ſince a 


contrary Practice, in any Caſe, is not only a Diſ- 
obedience to the Law of God, but a manifeſt In- 
let to Diſorders, Confuſions, Inhumanities, and 
Cruelties: But of the Happineſs of a religious 
married State, I ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak 


in its proper Place, together with Baptiſm, and 
| the Right that Infants have to it. 


I SHALL only 1n this Section further obſerve, 
the Innocency of little Children: How pretty 
C are 
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are their Actions and the firſt Uſe they can 
make of Words? How entertaining are their Gel | 
tures and uncorrupted Prattle? one of theſe is a a 
Pattern of exemplary Innocence, worthy the Imi- 
tation of the profoundeſt Philoſopher, its Heart 
being free from Envy, at perfect Content with 
ſuch Supplies as Nature only requires: It is de- 
lighted with what 1s offer'd to its preſent Satisfac- * 
tion: It Studies not for Wealth, Honour and Gran- 
ll duer: It repines not at the Rich, nor deſpiſes the 
. Poor: It is only then beſt pleas'd when it ſees its 
Friends beſt pleas'd about it, with chearful and 
| pleafant Looks; ſo that its Delights ſeem to be 
made up in ſeeing thoſe about it delighted with it: 
which {hews the height of mutual Love in this | 
exemplary Innocence: And it is ten thouſand Pities, 
that this Innocence ſhou'd be defac'd; but much 
more that it ſhou'd ever be loſt. . 1 
LET all ſtrive after the Imitation of it; and 
all Parents and Nurſes of Children endeavour to 
continue it in thoſe Children under their Care 
and Charge: In the Management of which! 
{hall lay down ſome proper Directions. 1 


a. EE — 


* * * 
— p 


| SECT. II. 
3 af Directions for the Government of Chil dren. 


XS wecome into the World in a ſtate of In- 

nocence, as obſerv'd, it mutt be a kind of 
Violence dhe to Nature to relinquiſh it; and the | 
Continuation of it muſt in a great meaſure de- 
pend upon the Care of Parents or Nurſes, who 
may 
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may be guilty many ways of drawing them 
from their firſt Innocence. 

Bur before J proceed to the DireQions in- 
tended, it may be neceſſary to conſider the in- 
eſtimable Value of every Soul; that you may 
thereby be excited to that truly ſpiritual Concern, 
firſt for your own Souls, and then for the Souls 
of thoſe committed to your Truſt, which the 
Dignity of 'em really requires. | : 

CHRIsST tells us that our Souls are infinitely 
preferable to the whole World, with all its Rich- 
es, Honours, Glories, and Dignities, for © What 
* will it profit a Man to gain the whole World 
* and to loſe his own Soul?” So that the fu- 
ture Concerns of the Soul are of the higheſt Con- 
ſequence, with which nothing can ſtand in the 
leaſt Competition: All Things that can be here 
enjoy'd are unſatisfying, trifling, momentary, 
tranſient, and fading; there is ſomething elſe- 
where, more valuable for the Soul of Man, to aſ- 
pire after, that can give it an entire Satisfaction, 
and a full, laſting, permanent, durable, and un- 
moleſted Enjoyment of compleat Happineſs; 
what then can we, more deſire or wiſh for, either 
for our ſelves or our beloved innocent Children, 
than to lay a Foundation for the Enjoyment of 


this Happineſs? which muſt be obtain'd by our 


Hearts and Affections being remov'd from all 
worldly Objects, which wou'd recommend them- 
ſelves to our Choice as the only Happinefs we 
ſhou'd fix upon, becauſe preſent and agreeable 
to cur ſenſitive Faculties: Upon which Rock of 
Perdition the great Deceiver of Mankind endea- 
vours to drive us, and thereby to ſplit our fu- 
- .C'2 ture 
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ture Hopes of better, more durable and more va- 
Juable Enjoyments. ; 
AND as this has been his moſt ſucceſsful Bait 
to draw Mankind from their future Expectations 
of Happineſs, by perſwading them to accept of 
preſent inſtead of truſting to future Pleaſures; 
and as the Devil had experienc'd this to be the 
moſt enticeing and prevailing Temptation with 
the Sons of Adam, ſo it was by this Engagement 
that he hoped to have prevaiPd — the Son 
of God! when he offer'd him all the Kingdom 
of the World and the Glories of em to fall down 
and worſhip him ! | . 
Bur tho' many of the Sons of Men have been 
deceiv'd by chooſing the vain Glories of the | 
World for their Happineſs, and have taken up | 
with preſent inſtead of future Enjoyments, yet 
Chriſt, who beſt knew the Value of the future 
ſpiritual Pleaſures of the Soul, deſpis'd the Temp- |: 
tation, and Choſe a Life of Meanneſs ; and under- | 
went Ignominy, Perſecution and a ſhameful * 
Death, zot for himſelf, but for our Redemption 
from Sin and Slavery to Satan thereby; alſo to 
ew us the worth of our Souls, that he for their 
Sakes cou'd chooſe temporal Meanneſs and Ca- 


. , Jlamities, rather than all the World with its Glo- 


ries and Honours ; which himſelf cou'd have com- * 
manded without complying with the Devils 
Temptation, being the Creator and Governor of 
it, but relinquiſh'd it, becauſe inconſiſtent with 
this Determination of our Redemption; for no 
other Reaſon but for our Redemption, and to | 
bring us from Earth to Heaven, wou'd he ever 
have left his Throne in Heaven to have vilited | 
the Earth in human Nature. | T x 
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T x then the Soul of Man be of ſo much value 
that Chriſt underwent the Indignities of the 
World and Death on the Croſs to purchaſe its 
Happineſs in a future State; and if to redeem us 
was a Joy ſet before him, thro' which he endu- 
red the Croſs and deſpiſed the Shame, how, O 
how great then muſt the value of every Soul be? 


| 3 There is no compariſon of its worth; All the 
- 3 viſible Objects of the Univerſe cannot equal it; 
1 3} The Glories of the Sun, Moon and Stars are not 
5 3 comparableto it: All the Treaſures of the Indies, 
1 3 which are traveld for with ſo many Hazards, 


and labour'd after to be obtain'd for a ſhort, un- 
certain Time, are but vain, empty unſatisfyin 

Trifles; and if they notwithſtanding this be wort 

the ſeeking after with ſuch Induſtry and Diligence; 
how much more ought we, for our ſelves and 
Children, to purſue and ſeek after thoſe ever- 
laſting heavenly Treaſures, which may be ob- 
tain'd for the Soul, and which are infinitely more 
valuable than the gaining of the whole World 
with its Glories, and Honours for the Bodies En- 


o joyment, and thereby to looſe the future Rewards 

ir that might have been gain'd for the Soul. 

aͤ— LET then theſe Conſiderations ſtir up all Pa- 
rents and Nurſes of Children to a true Care and 
n- Concern for the Souls of thoſe Children commit - 

is ted to their Truſt. 

of THE Divine Image in theſe innocent Chil- 

th 3} dren has the greateſt Impreſſion, that human Na- 

no ture can now repreſent, which tho* defac'd in 

to . Adam, and cannot be here wholly recover'd, yet 

er there is ſome Glimmerings of it in uncorrupted 


ed human Nature, which ought to be endeavour'd 
[ x T2 _ after 
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after by all, and ſought to be preſerv'd in thoſe, 
who have it, by ſuch who have the Care of their 
bringing up. | 
> TREMEMBER an Obſervation in an Inge- 
nious Author, That a Child was in the Hands 
of its Tutor, as a Sheet of White-Paper was in 
the Hands of a Painter, upon which he might 
draw what Pictures he pleas d. Now if the 
firſt Productions were foul and deformed, it wou'd 
be very difficult to erace them, and then to make 
*em fair and beautiful upon the ſame Paper: 
Therefore it behoves all Parents and Tutors, as 
they regard not only the Souls of their Children 
and Pupils, but even as they regard their own 


alſo, to be watchful over them, to preſerve them 


even from the Appearance of Evil, as much. as 
poſſible; ſince this is the Time to lay a Founda- 
tion for their Eternal State, and it the Founda- 
tion be not ſafe, the Building is not like to pro- 
ſper; and is it not better to lay the Foundation 
ſafe at firſt, than when the Building is half finiſh'd, 
to pull it down again to lay the Foundation then? 
This cannot then be done without double rhe 
Coſt and Pains, and it may be the Projector too 
may never be able to amend it, nor go thro” the 
Charge of it. 


THEREFORE in this great Concern of 


bringing up Children, obſerve the following Dt- 
rections. | | 
Uto their firſt Glimmerings of Reaſon, when 
you have dreſſed them clean and decent, as you 
ought to do, teach them to make ſuch returns 
of Gratitude and Thankfulneſs as they ſhall be 
capable of, and for all other neceſſary armen 
| 8 | or 
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for em; ſince this will learn them Gratitude to 
Benefactors; but do not put em upon an Admi- 
ration of themſelves, (as the manner of too many 


is) for their fine Cloaths, left hereby you ſow the 


Seeds of Pride in their tender Hearts, which 
ſhou'd they grow up, they may be afterwards 
hard to ſupplant. | 
24% TEA CH them not to retaliate Aﬀronts, 
(which is too common with many unthinking 
Parents) by beating that, or thoſe, that have of- 
fended them, but rather perſwade them to make 
their Affronters their Friends, by their innocent 
returns of Kindneſs to their Affronters, by which 
they may be confirm'd in their Innocence, and 
brought on gradually to perform, by a natural 


Diſpoſition, that chief Command of our Lord 
and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, of rendering Good for 


Evil, which being inſtilled into Children, while 
Innocent, 1s the only Means to make their Duty 
and Virtues become habitual. 

3 ,. KEEP them as much as poſſible from looſe 
and vain Company that wou'd teach them any 


obſcenity in Words or Actions; but if they learn 


any out of your Knowledge, when you perceive 
it, preſently detect and reprove them for it, and 
it is natural that upon your diſcountenancing any 
Vice upon their firſt Engagement in it, that then 
it will be eaſily remov'd; ſince their Innocence 
will direct chem to ſuch Ways, that they ſee are 
pleaſing to thoſe, who have the Care of ꝰ em; and 
they will be naturally aſham'd to perform ſuch 
Actions that they find tend to their Diſreputa- 
tion, or incur the Diſpleaſure of their Governors, 


to whom they generally look for the Praiſe or 


EC 4 | Dis- 
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by either encouraged or ſtop'd in the Purſuit of 
em. 


4, Never be harſh and rigorous with them 


thereby to make em in a laviſh Fear to you, 
where-ever the contrary Practice will take Effect; 


but even in Reproofs and Corrections, when ne- 


ceſſary, let em obſerve your Love to 'em, and 


ſevenfold Force to all 
rections. 


ty and Virtue; in both Words and Actions, or 
they will not only involve them in Guilt but al- 
ſo make themſelves guilty of the Children's 


Crimes, nay, Children, till they come to diſtin- | 
guiſh between Good and Evil, cannot be guilty | 
themſelves of any Tranſgreſſion, but their Tutors |: 
may be guilty by conniving at, or encouraging 


any thing in them, that may afterwards turn to 
Sin when they come to further Knowledge; for 


Diſpraiſe of their Words or Deeds, and are there- 1 


your Admonitions and Cor- 
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tain in em that Love to you, which will give a 
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5. LET all Parents and Governors of Chil- 
dren be careful to ſet em good Examples in Pie- 
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by encouraging, or giving any Example in any 
Obſcenity in Words or Actions, may give them the 
Liberty to get a Habit of *em, which will after- | 


wards be much harder to ſupplant, than it wou'd * 


have been at firſt to ſuppreſs ; therefore let your 
own Words and Actions be ſuch, from which 
they can learn no unſeemlineſs, and take Care to } 
make proper Diſtinctions of theirs in commend- 


ing what is commendable, and diſproving what | 
is not, thereby to give 'em a true Diſtinction be- 


them- 


tween Good and Evil 4d as they find 
ſelves 
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ſelves encouraged or diſcouraged, they will na- 
turally fall in Love with what they are commend- 
ed for, and what they have your Example for in 
the Practice of, and be afraid of that for which 
they obſerve they meet with nothing but Re- 
proofs, ſince withal they obſerve you ſhun ſuch 
Words and Practices your ſelves: From whence 
I cannot here paſs over without a ſeaſonable In- 
ference. ER: | 
Ho w fad and melancholly is it then, for theſe 
poor innocent Babes to be encouraged in any 
Vices, and their pretty and virtuous Actions ſlight- 
ed and taken little or no Notice of? And that 
this is the Practice of too many we ſee by 


fad Experience, whoſe Children are commonly 


learn'd to Swear and take God's Name in vain, 
before they can underſtand there is any Evil in it, 
and for the ſame oftentimes meet with Praiſe for 
their Boldneſs and Bravery, (as they term it, 
who practice it themſelves, which is probably 
from the ſame want of proper Inſtruction and Re- 


ſtraint in due Time) and if theſe, who glory in 


theſe Children's Practice, be told of their Error, 
they will commonly Anſwer, God help ?em they 


do it innocently and intend no Harm, and there- 
fore it muſt be pretty in them: Pretty in them! 
how can that, which is foul in it ſelf, ever be- 


come pretty? Innocence it ſelf cannot wy, it, 
for though Innocence muſt be ſeparate from 


Guilt, yet the Guilt will cleave to thoſe, who en- 


courage and countenance unſeemlineſs to - har- 
bour with Innocence; being the firft Thing that 


_ defaces the Remains of God's Image upon hu- 
' mane Nature in its * which muſt vaſt- 


ly 
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ly inhance God's Diſpleaſure againſt thoſe, who 
thus encourage innocent Children to ſtain their 
Innocence, even, while the Children themſelves 
are incapable of it; but ſhou'd it afterwards be- 
come habitual in theſe Children, as they grow 
up, as it too often does, how much more then 
muſt it multiply the Guilt of thoſe, who firſt en- 
couraged them in it, and {hou'd they die in their 
Sins,- the guilt thereof will come upon the Score 


1 firm'd in theſe or the like vicious Practices. 
'| . 6, Now the Praiſe or Diſpraiſe of the 
Words, Behaviours and Actions of Children, is 
= to them the only Thing that can recommend 
their Love to virtuous and pretty ones, or diſ- 


* for they have now no other Views but to pleaſe 
thoſe, who have the Care of them; and there- 
fore it will be neceſſary to give them proper En- 
couragement and Applauſe for all pretty and 
-virtuous Words or Actions, and Diſpraiſe or Re- 

_- proofs for the Contrary, which (as before ob- 

| 1 muſt naturally make them in Love with 
| what they find themſelves praiſed for, and ſhun 

"© that, for which they can meet with nothing but 

| Reproots : Praiſe and Commendations being na- 

1 -turally implanted in our Deſires, and {ought af- 

ter in our Actions, even when we arrive at Years 

of maturity, and is never diſcommendable to be 
endeavour'd after by {ſtriving for it in a virtuous 

Way, for 2 good Name, thus attain'd, is better 

than precious Ointment : Where we do not make 

it our Buſineſs to ſeek for it by an outward Pro- 
feſſion of Religion, or by making our Acts of De- 


votion 


— 


of thoſe, who firſt occaſion'd their being con- 


courage them in the Practice of the Contrary ; 
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votion Publick, which only ought to be private 
between God and our own Conſciences, for this 
has no Buſineſs to be manifeſt to the World, but 
wou'd turn all our Acts of Religion into Hypo- 
criſy, but a ſeemly, harmleſs unblamable Con- 
verlation, in Words and Actions is highly neceſ- 
ſary, without which all Religion, whether pub- 
lick or private, will want the only and chief Part 
recommendable, which ſhou'd give it that true 
Light, which ought to ſhine before Men; and 
will neceſſarily give us that true Reputation, that 
may, and ought to be wiſh'd for and ſought af- 
ter. |: 

Bur to give Commendations to Vice in 


Children, and to diſregard their Virtues, will e- 


ſtabliſh them in Love with what they ought to 
be brought up in a hatred of, and an hatred of 
what they ought to Love: And as the World 
now runs, if they be once thus engaged they will 
not fail to meet with Encouragement in vicious 
Practices as they grow up, with Applauſe in Vice 
and Diſcouragement in Virtue, which muſt vaſt- 
ly endanger their being rooted in Vice to their 


eternal Ruin: For amongſt the Multitude, and 


common Current, where Vice is grown faſhion- 
able, Virtue and Vice are become tranſplanted, 
and Evil is called Good, and Good is called Evil, 
it is therefore highly neceſſary that a true Diſtinc- 
tion of theſe two Oppoſites be made to Children 
as their Capacities will bear it, from their very 
rſt glimmerings of Reaſon, that as they come 
to Underſtanding they may diſtinguiſh rightly, 
and make a right choice of ſuch Actions, Words, 
and Behaviours, as 1n themſelves are truly Com- 

— 1 mendable 
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mendable, and which will give them Favour both 
with God and all good Men; and deter them | 
from ſeeking the Praiſe of the vain and wicked, 
whoſe Actions have no worth in them, but tho? |: 


prais 


which I may infer, that 


To be habituated then to Virtue in our Child- | 
hood and younger Years, is the ſafeſt and ftrong- |: 
eſt Foundation, whereon to build our future Hopes | 
of Happineſs, which will remain unſhaken in the 


midſt of Storms and Tempeſts: Tho' notwith- 


ſanding the Subtilties of our Adverſary the Devil, 


the Allurements of the World, and the Corrup- 
tions of our Fleſh are Enemies, that will beſiege 
and attack us ſtill on every Side; ſo that, if the 


Foundation of our Faith and Practice be not ſafe 1 


and ſtrong, how will they ſtand againſt theſe po- 
rent and powerful Enemies? And ſhall not thoſe, 
who have no Security made againſt them, be- 
come their Captives and Priſoners at Pleaſure? 


d amongſt themſelves, are hateful to God 
and his Servants, and will end in Shame and Con- 
fuſion, without a thorough Reformation, and en- 
tire Change, which will be very hard and diffi- 
cult to an habitual Sinner, and, I think impracti- 
cable to ſuch, who have defer'd their Repentance 
and Reformation in Hopes of pleaſing the Fleſh | 
as long as they can, and repenting upon a Death- |: 
Bed, or when they can Sin no longer; I ſay, when |: 
a Sinner is ſenſible of the neceſſity of Repentance |* 
and Reformation in Order to his future Happi- | 
neſs, and yet neglects them on the Score afore- 
{aid, it is ten 'Thouſand Millions of Odds, that 
his promiſing Hopes of late Repentance and Re- 
formation are defeated, and he utterly loſt. From 
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AN if every individual Soul, that comes in- 
to the World, be of ſuch ineſtimable Value, as 
before obſerv'd, and the eternal Welfare thereof 
ſo much depends upon the early Care of Pa- 
rents and Tutors. Let your Diligence in the 
foremention'd Directions, and whatever elſe may 
tend to their Inſtructions in well-doing be propor- 
tion'd, in ſome Meaſure, to the weightineſs of 
the Affair upon your Hands, and the Worth of 
the Souls committed to your Truſt, that you may 
give up your Accounts of em with Joy, which 
will be profitable both to them and your ſelves. 
77, AN D now having taken proper Care, 
both by your Directions and Examples to pre- 
ſerve Children in the Innocency, they were at 
firſt endued with, and they are come to ſome 
knowledge to diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil, 
and you have employ*'d your utmoſt Endeavours 
to eſtabliſh them in a right Choice of Virtue in 
Words, Behaviour and Actions; at a proper Sea- 
ſon, or when they are capable to learn; let them 
be taught to Read ; which ought not to be im- 
poſed on them too ſoon, becauſe before they are 
capable of taking it, to be put to it, may not on- 


ly dull 'em, but alſo make them out of Love 


with it, by becoming a weariſome Toil to them, 
having that offer'd them, that theirCapacities can- 
not yet reach; therefore I ſay at a proper Seaſon, 
which will be in ſome ſooner than others; in the 
Management of which obſerve the following Di- 
rections. Rte 
1. WHETHER they be taught by their Pa- 


rents or by Tutors at School; Let them never 


be ſuffer'd to pore upon their Letters too long, 
; | nor 
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* 


> 
. 


nor any longer than you, or ſome one qualify'd 
and appointed by you look over, and tell them 
their Letters Names, and examine what they re- 
member; and if this be done two or three times 
a Day for a quarter of an Hour at a Time, it 


will be ſufficient at firſt, between which Times 


having their Freedom, and being otherwiſe di- 
verted, it will be ſo far from becoming tireſome, | 
that the moſt Children will naturally long for it 
as a Pleaſure; and will much ſooner learn their 
Letters, and afterwards their Syllables, than by | 
being forc'd to their Books, as a Puniſhment up- 


on any flight Offence to their Teachers, and con- 
hn*d to pore upon *em, and to puzzle their Brains 


and Memories for Hours together, which has 


dulPd and obſcurcd many a Genius that might 
otherwiſe bave been quick, lively, and penetrat- 
ing. 

T. Ar r ER they have thus learn'd the Letters 
and Syllables, and come to Words of two Sylla- 
bles, let them be then enjoin'd eaſy Tasks, as at 
firſt five Words at a Time to Spell, and put to- 


gether, and pronounce; and let the Maſter or 


Miſtreſs Spell them over to 'em firſt, and give 
them the true Accent and Pronounciation, as 
directed in the beſt Spelling-Books; teaching 
them likewiſe, as ſoon as capable, by thoſe Rules 
to find the Accent and Pronounciation themſelves, 
which by your repeated Diligence they will come 
to underſtand ; and when you find they are capa- 
ble to bear it with Pleaſure, encreaſe their Task 
from five Words at a time to ten, or upwards 
hereafter, not exceeding twenty, till they have 
gone thro? the whole; but obſerve, if poſſible, 

to 


7 


* 


n 8 


Ems 


2 Anm 8 DN 4 £6 N N 8 * of ey 82 2 NES. Fs WEE 8 ra 2 Ws 3 . 
s * R FFF RL IL us I \ 24S? 2 n : — 
* „ he to a ES FS 25 * 8 WWW ” 
e $I * E i 3 _- 0 


_ ie AS nent 
PPP 


A Tourney thro "ne WO RI p. 47 
to make their Task their Pleaſure, that it may 
not become a Burthen, for then the Wheels of 
their Faculties will clogg and tire, and then you 
may whip long enough before they*ll move a- 
gain; which unhappy Uſage of Children has been 
the Occaſion of the Overthrow of many in their 
Progreſs of Learning, who have afterwards been 
eſteem'd Dullards and Dunces, and when they 
have come to years of Maturity have even blam- 
ed themſelves for want of Learning, when they 
have come to conſider the Value of it; when in- 
deed the Fault might not be their own but their 
Tutor's; It will therefore be neceſſary for all, 
who take upon 'em to teach Children at firſt to 
Read (beſides the Rules in Common) to acquaint 
themſelves as much as poſſible with each Child's 
Temper, and Capacity, and to proportion their 
Inſtructions accordingly. = Cpl] 
BurT never ſuffer any, as above obſerv'd, to 
pore upon their Books or Leſſons, any longer than 
you, or one order'd by you, look over and in- 
ſtruct them, till ſuch Time that they can by your 
former Inſtructions begin to Spell, put together 
and pronounce ſome Words before you tell them, 
or till they have Underſtanding how to do this 


by Rule, as laid down in Mr. Dyche's or ſome 


other good Spelling- Book, whoſe Rules are taken 
from thence *, being I think, the beſt Rules for 
me +: learning 
© ® Since the publiſhing of Mr. Dycbe's Spelling-Book, there is one 
publiſh'd under the Title of a Complete Grid? to the Engliſd Tongue, the 
Rules of which in general are much the ſame of thoſe in Mr. Dyche, 
but in other parts of the Book, there is conſiderable Improvements, 
particularly in the Praxis's, in which the Learner is- properly inftruc- 
ted on what Words to lay the Emphaſis, or Streſ; of the Voice in the 
Pronounciation, in Reading both Proſe and Verſe, which i; brought un- 

der 
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learning Children that ever before appear'd in 
Publick; and if duly managed by the Tutors of 
Children will certainly ſave them abundance of 
that unneceſſary Trouble.that Children have for- 
merly been forc'd to before they cou'd come to 
have any true Foundation for Learning; but 


have rov'd in confus'd Labyrinths in ſearch of it, 
while they might have obtain'd a Competency, 


by a ſound Foundation, at much eafier Pains. 


3. WHEN they have gone thro? the Spelling 
of Words of one and two Syllables as before di- 
rected, teach them to Read ſuch eaſy Paragraphs, 
as are appointed in their Spelling-Books ; as the 
Praxis on the Monoſyllables, and then the Praxis 


on the two Syllables; obſerving the Method as 


above to look over and direct them while they 
learn, till they can read one Paragraph readily 


* themſelves before you put them to another, and 


ſo go thro? the Piece. | 
THEN let 'em go on with the Spelling of 
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Words, of more Syllables as they fall in Courſe, |: 


reading the Praxiſes belonging to 'em, till they 


have gone thro? the whole; and after that let 


them go thro' the ſpelling and pronouncing th 
proper Names. 


Wax they have thus gone thro” their ſpelling, | 


putting together and pronouncing diſtinctly, let 


them begin again at the firſt to learn the like num- | 


bers to Spell by Heart or Remembrance, you ta- 


king the Book, nameing the Words according to ; 


the common Pronounciation ; and for every De- 
der Rules that are highly neceſſary to be underſtood by every one who 


would ſpeak Engliſh, or good Senſe, which Mr. Dyche has wholly o- 


mitted. 
fault 
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fault in their Spelling, right Separation of Sylla- 
bles, and true Pronounciation themſelves; give 
them true Inſtructions, and return them, till they 
be perfect in what they are ſet then to Learn; 
ſo let them again go thro' the whole both of 
common Words and proper Names; obſerving 
this as a Task one part of the Day, and ſet- 
ting them to read ſuch jhort Leſſons: the other 
part, as you find their Genius will admit without 
de en 5 or 
2 THEsE may be look'd upon as general and 
common Rules, which may allow of Exceptions, 
according to the Tutors : Diſcretion, and agree- 
S able to the Tempers and Capacities of his Pupils. 
S |} By this Time any Child of a common Capa- 
city will be able to read any e and 
y 7 will be capable of being inſtructed in the Second 
d Part of the Guide to the Engliſh Tongue, which 
let them be Taught in the next Place, by learn- 
ing a few Queſtions and Anſwers at once, and, 
e, as above directed in their Spelling, let them 
y [74 be perfect in their Anſwers before they go fur- 

ther: Let this be their Buſineſs one part of the 
1c Day, while the other may be appointed for read- 
ing Chapters in the Bible, 6. 
g. IN their future Progreſs in Writing and Ac- 
et counting, the like general Rules may be obſerv'd: 
n- In the teaching of which together with the Lan- 
guages, I ſhall think my ſelf excus'd from pre- 
q tending to direct thoſe, who ſhall be the Inftruc- 
tors in ſuch Learning; and only wiſh them Suc- 
| ceſs in that noble Employment; and to con- 
clude this Section, ſhall only remind all Inſtrue- 
tors of Children and Youth to be frequently in- 
| | * ſtilling 
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ſtilling 1 into their Pupils the Seeds of. Virtue and 
Boigon + t, and, ſhall now Addreſs my {elf to 

ole Wa are come. to forng Maturity i in Know- 
edge 


* In which I ſhall adviſe, that you teach them the Church of Eng- 


205 Catechiſm, with ſome proper Explanations, that are Extant, 
el 


h you judge moſt convenient and fit for their Underſiandings and 
pacities, teaching them a little at a Time as they are able to 
hk it, making them always on in one Anſwer before you. put 
them. t t iving them as much an Underſtanding therein 
Ry ROY and tho” it cannot be expattcd v6 od; they 
ol come to a Ripeneſs of Underſlanding thereof -in their Minority, 
Yet this, Foundation, well laid, will. put em upon an Examination 
and Enquiry into the moſt difficult. Parts of it, and, help them into 
the Way to arrive gradually to the e thereof, which 
Wo 0 15 their omar hts and Wits t they become Men and 
Let the e infiruQted ed in the Dag ies Uſefulneſs. of 
= . cen ttendance. at public p- and t 

portion their Actions accordingly ; ſo may you 5 | mall be 
eferv'd OR __ 1259 10 comwon Res of eel titude, — 
we a oundation laid for their Eftab 15 Principles 

T Pure gion, and the Practice of true Virtue and Godlin ge. FY 
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1 «ions to thoſe who, are capable to di Min 
a. Swiſh between, Good and Evil. 


to know, what is Good; and. what,is Evil, 
and. to make a Choice of age Actions; be very 
careful to make Vour Choice, of \ goodand. virtu⸗ 
aus, Ones; to which Engl, 

Coxsin Ex, from whom you 1 your 
Beings, that is, your Lives or Souls, Which are 
9 'd1 hem your Bodies; and for what: Eng you 

them. 
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OW you, who are. come to a, Capacity 
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A Toarney thre the WORLD: 51 
Y ou Souls and Bodies are fitly framed and 
connected together by the Almighty Power and 
Infinite Wiſdom of God; you are the Workman- 
ſhip of his amazing and inimitable Art: And 
in him alone it is thar you can be Happy, (as 
will appear hereafter) the End or Deſign of yout 
being made by Him, was that you might ſerve 
him here, and live in Obedience to His Laws, 
(Which is only for your own Advantage) that 
you might be Happy in him, and thro? Him, to 
all Eternity hereaftey;- which glorious Rewards 
cannot be expected to be conferd on'thoſe, who 
will not ſerve Him, and'obey his Righteous Laws ; 
for God and Evil are put to your own Choice, 
as it neceſſarily muſt to every reaſonable Crea- 
ture; for whatever created Being Has not the 
Freedom to chooſe! his own Actions, cannot he 
endued with Reaſon; but muſt be a mere Ma- 
chine, nor can his Actions be Commendable or 
Rewardable, as to himſelf, which' merely flow 
from an impulſe of Neceſſity: But as the Actions 
of Men do-either recommend them to Rewards, 
or make them liable to Puniſhments, they” muſt 


| | neceſſivily- be Acts of their own chooſing; 


Vous Soul is that which actuates your Body, 
for your Body witliout it is but an unactive dead 
Lumpof Eartli: By your Soul all the Actions you 
perform are directed, the Body without it being”. 
incapable of any Performances, your Life is there- 


fore your Soul, which is your very ſelf, whether 
in the Body or ſeparate from it. 


Fon there. are no Senſations belonging to the 
Body without the Soul; but there are Senſations 
belonging to the Soul without the Body, and 
5 | ro chere 


32 Journey thre? the Wok I D! 
there are Senſations properly belonging to the 
Connection of Body and Soul together. By the 


| joint Connection of Body and Soul, we See, Hear, 


Feel, Smell and Taſte, which are Senſes pecu- 

ar to their preſent Connection; and therefore 
not to he made the Objects of our Happineſs, 
becauſe theſe Senſations muſt ceaſe, and be quite 


chang'd from what they now appear-----But ſuch 


as are peculiar. to the Soul only will endure, be- 
cauſe properly. belonging to the Soul, independ- 
ent of the Body, and therefore will continue with 
the Soul when ſeparate from the Body. 

..,T 4, Senfations or Faculties properly belong- 
ing to the Soul, whether join'd to, or ſeparate 


from the Body, may be theſe, which flow chiefly 


from Thinking; Hopes, Joys, Delights, Extaſies, 
Tranſparts, Raviſhments, Pleaſures, Satisfactions, 
and the like, with their Oppoſites; Fears, Terrors, 
Sorrow, Anguiſh, Madneſs, Deſtruction, Miſeries 


without the leaſt: Gratification of Deſires, c. 


. AND. as theſe Senſations or Faculties will re- 
main with the Soul when ſeparate from the 
Body ſo will they be encreas'd, being freed from 
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the preſent Objects of the bodily Senſes (or the 


Senſations properly belonging to the Connection 
of Body and Soul) which obicur'd and clogg'd 
their ſpiritual Actings; ſo will they alſo be brought 


again With the Squl, when reunited to the Body 


at the Reſurrection; and the Body will then have 
its preſeat Senſations ſo chang'd and ſpiritualiz'd, 


that it will then alſo become ſubject to the Soul, 
and the Soul no longer ſubject to the Body ; but 


ſhall then partake in the higheſt Degree of either 


that Happineſs or Miſery, which will reſult from 
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A Tourney thro? the Wo Rx p. 53 
the preſent Choice, which they here, and now _ 
had made of Virtue or Vice. „ 
TH E Inference is plain; under what an indiſ- 
penſable Obligation are we then, to make Choice 
of Good and Virtuous Actions, and to be govern- 
ed by the Dictates of the Soul, or Spirit; and 
not by thoſe of the Body, or fleſhly Senſes? _ 


3. THe Body is at preſent ſupported by the Sup- 


plies of Meat and Drink for Nouriſhment, by 
which the Connection of Soul and Body is main- 
tain'd and continued, by maintaining a due re- 
freſhment of the Blood, and thereby continuing 


its proper Circulation; for, the neceſſary Sup- 


plies of Meat and Drink, the Body is concern'd 
to require; from its continual and inſenſible Per- 
ſpiration, thro? its Sinews, Nerves, Arteries, 
Veins and Skiz; for as it conſtantly evacuates 
the Nouriſhment of that Spirit it receives from 
the refined Parts of Meats and Drinks, by the 
aforeſaid Perſpiration, as well as the groſſer Parts 
and Spirits by the Evacuation of the Excrements, 
ſo it requires to be reinforc'd by the ſupplies of 
Meat and Drink. From which let it be obſerv'd, 
That our Eating and Drinking ought to be pro- 
portion'd to the neceſſary Supplies, that this Sup- - 
port only requires; for Nature, being loaded 


with too much of either, cannot freely digeſt it; 


and then this, otherwiſe neceſſary ſupply becomes 
Burthenſome, and throws the union of Soul and 
Body into Diſorder; and oftentimes gives a Sur= 
feit inſtead of Refreſhment, by making War and 
Jargon in the room of Harmony and Agreement, 
A Exceſſes are therefore forbidden us in 
the Law of God, becauſe prejudicial to his cu- 
Mn 8 rious 
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ous Workmanſhip of fo compleat a Fabrick as 
the Body and Soul of Man, compiled, as before 
obſerv d, by the amazing Art of infinite W;/gon: 
and Power ; which being exercis'd in our Creation, 
are allo concern'd for our Preſervation, and there- 
tore forbids us ſuch Things (and thoſe only) which 
carry along with them a Tendancy to either our 
preſent or future Diſadvantage, and commands 
us only ſuch Things, which (tho we at preſent 
cannot ſee- into it) tend to our preſent or future 
Weltare. 1 8 
AN p What can a tender and compaſſionate 
Father do more for his Children, than to fore- 
warn them to ſhun ſuch Practices that wou'd end 
in their Ruin, and encourage them in ſuch ways 
that wou'd bring. them to Honour, and alſo be 
ready to aſſiſt them in all virtuous Actions; and 
to admoniſh, reprove, and correct all vicious 
Ones, that wou'd any Ways tend to their Hurt, | 
A now you are entering upon the Stage of 
Action in this World; Let me ſhew you what | 
Enemies you have to encounter, and alſo ſet be- 
fore you the Way and Means whereby you may 


gain a Canquelt over em. . | 
TAN Warld, the Fleſh, and the Dewi are 
your Enemies, which will ſurround - and attack 


you from all Quarters: The World will offer it 


Wy 2+ : 
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will thereby tempt you to Exceſſes, prejudicial 
to your bodily Health and the Preſervation 'of a 
ſound Mind and Judgment: The Devil will ſug- 
geſt to you the worth and value of theſe Delights, 
and prompt you to renounce your Allegiance to 
your Creator, and to place your Happinefs in 
ſomething elſe, which you may 2 at preſent. 
No to gain a Conqueſt againſt theſe, and 
all other Temptations, that theſe Enemies will 


. 


be daily repeating, Let every one make pr 
Sub- 
J 
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Application to God, their Maker for Help, 
cour, and Relief, for he alone is able to bring you 
* thro all Difficulties, and, thro? your en ſincere 
3 endeavours, will not fuffer you to be tempted above 
what you are able; but will aſſiſt you in your Ei- 
de avours; Aud to create in you a Love to God 
whereby you may be enubled to ſerve and ohey 
_ with the utmoſt Defire and Pleaſure. Con- 
1der 5 4,4 x! | 
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His Goodneſs is ſuch, that he never made an 

t Man or Woman with Deſign to make them VI. 
— ſerable but Happy, for his tender Mercies are o- 
ver all his Works, and he won d not that any 


| ſhowd periſh, but that all ſhowd be brought to Re- 

e pentance, and fo great is his Love to thoſe, who 
k will be govern'd by the Dictates of his holy Spi- 
t | rit in Oppoſition to the aforeſaid Temptations, | 
5 that he has promiſed them ſuch Rewards as can- 
|, not here be ſeen, conceiv'd or expreſs'd; being 

beyond Thought of Imagination inexpreſſibly glo- 
>=  fious; ſo that the greateſt Glories and Granduers 

u | of this World, are, in Compariſon of the Joys of 
s the Righteous in another, Vain, Empty, Tri- 
d fling, Fading, Unſatisfactory, and Ceaſing; but 
1 e that 
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that Honour and Glory, which God has reſerv'd 
for his obedient Servants will be fully ſatisfactory, 
permanent, and everlaſting. 6 
0 p's Love is better than Life, for with it 
he gives Life and Glory: Then, who cannot but 
Love this God, who is ready to invite all Men 
and Women into his Service, and to offer them ſuch 
inconceivable Rewards, upon their Obedience ; in 
the Performance of which he is always ready to 
Aſſiſt them againſt all the Temptations. they ſhall 
meet with to withdraw them from their Duty 
to bim? .. SES 3 0 ü 
Bur many a ſtruggle, you may expect to 
meet with, to draw you back from your Duty to 
God, even ſuch as will be ſhocking and ſurpri- 
ſing to your ſelves upon the entrance of 'em in- 
to your Thoughts and Imaginations; upon which 
vou will alſo feel the Spirit of God giving you a 
Deteſtation of ſuch abominable Temptations; 
and then it will be your Choice by which you 


will be govern'd, therefore nouriſh the good 
Motions of God's Spirit, and fo {hall you be en-. 
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abled not only to reſiſt but alſo to vanquiſh and 


over - come them: And that you may always have 
God's Aſſiſtance to work this Effect, endeavour 


always to be poſſeft of the aforemention'd Love 


to God, for. this will make his Seryice eaſy, yea, 


pleaſant and delightful. 2 81 
Burr you perhaps will ſay, Hew ſpall 1 love 
God, whe is a Spirit, incomprehenſible, that I can 
neither ſee, nor frame any proper Idea ef? Or 
how ſſhall I know when I do love him 
I Anſwer, we may ſo far conceive of the Al- 
mighty Creator, as he has thought proper dane, 
18 vea 
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|? veal ot himſelf unto us, in the Declarations of 
his Attributes of Love, Mercy, Juſtice, Faithful- 


neſs, Truth, &c. Now if you be in Love with 
theſe Virtues, which belong to God in the higheſt 


Degree, then are you in Love with him; and if 
you purſue theſe Virtues, you are following his 


Precepts. 1 

AGAIN, to help you to a Love to God, read 
frequently over the Life and Converſation of 
Jeſus Chriſt, written by the four Evangeliſts, 
Mat he do, Mark, Lake and John; and behold his 
Innocence of Life, his Love to Mankind, his re- 
nouncing the World and its Glories, who was 
the ſole Lord and Creator of it; yet, notwith- 
ſtanding his Power and Authority, relinquiſh'd 


all worldly Pomps, for à Life of Perſecution, and 


a ſhameful Death, to bring you to Glory in Hea- 


; ven, and to make you Heirs of the Kingdom of 
his Father: And then tell me if this Love of 


God to you will not kindle, maintain, and encreaſe 


your Love, and Gratitude to God: Certainly it 
Will, if you ftrive after it before the World, the 
. Fleſh and the Devil have got too much Poſſeſſi- 
on; and if once you ſecure to your ſelves a true 
Love to God and virtuous Actions, you will then 


be enabled, by the Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit 


(Which will neyer be wanting to thoſe, who love 
God, and earneſtly deſire his Help) to overcome 


the ſtrongeſt Aſſaults, that can be made againſt 
you; and tho? they ſhou'd one way or other, be 


| daily repeated, yet wait upon God and implore 


his daily, Aſſiſtance, and he has promiſed that he 
will not ſuffer you to be tempted above what you 
are able, 

| AND 
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Ax p he will likewiſe, for every Temptation 
thus overcome by you, thro? his Aſſiſtance, eſteem |: 
it, thro? Chriſt's Merits, as a Victory obtain'd by 
yon, and will annex thereto a Reward laid up in 

ſtore for you; you will likewiſe find, that the 
more Temptations you overcome, the more Pow- | 
er and Strength you will gain againſt them for 
the future, and the weaker will the Temptations | 


grow; ſo that tho' you may meet with many 


faction will 
you are Preſſing towards the may 
of the high Calling of God in Chrift Jeſus. 


Fox it will be neceſſary while we live, after 
never ſo many repeated Victories obtain'd over | 
1 3 to be ever upon our Guard, and to þ 

and Pray; for tho* the Power and Strength | 

of Temptations may be much abated, yet we 
are not to reſt ſecure as if we were become per- 
| te&; for there is no ſtate of Perfection in theſe | 
mortal and corruptible Bodies, ſo that it will al- 
ways behove us to Rand upon our Guard, and to 
pray for the Divine Aſſiſtance againſt Temptati- | 
ons, that the Devil may never be able to get an | 


Watc 


Advantage againſt us by any of his Devices. 
Bur tho” I ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak of 
Perſeverance, and the Advantages of a ww Life 
in their proper Places; it may not be amiſs here 
to take Notice of ſome of the Advantages that 
will low from an Early and continued Piety. 
TH1s will ſecure to you inward Peace and 
Satisfaction of Mind in all the future —_ and 
8 ccur- 


les and Difficulties in your ſpiritual Birth, 
yet afterwards you will find Joy and Gladneſs to 
ſucceed: — inp Mind, inward Peace and Satis- 
daily encreaſing _ you, While 

, for the Prise 
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Occurances of this Life, if you ſhou'd be con- 
tinued here to live to the common Age of Man, 


if not you will be in a Condition to receive a bet- 
ter Inheritance, freed from all Toi and Hlauery; 


| Fears, Envies, Falſnoods, Slanders, Defamations, 


Cruelties and Deceits; the common Lot of man 
in this Life, but they, who have once ſecur'd 


and taken Care to continue, an inward Peace of 


Mind, will find this their only Support, for this 


= will blunt the Sting of all Afflictions, Loſſes, or 
2 Croſſes ; this will fu 

render all States of Life more eaſy and tolerable, 
than the greateſt Riches can, to a wounded Spi- 
kit. 


weeten all ſeeming Bitters, and 


LE T it then be your daily Prayer to God to 


; ſtrengthen you againſt Temptations; and that you 
may grow in Grace as you encreaſe in Tears. 


Ir you ſhall happen to have any Compa- 


7 nions, that you ſhall obſerve at any Time guilty 
of Swearing, Curling or Lying, reprove them 
for it; and endeavour to perſwade them to re- 
nounce ſuch Practices or they may expect to loſe 
7 your Company, and if this prevails not, nor any 
additional Helps, you may call in, to affiſt in this 
good endeavour; forſake their Company, and let 
them ſee, that it is not their Perſons, but their 


Vices you are at variance with, and if you can by 
any Means reclaim them, you will thereby do a 


very great act of Charity to your poor unfortu- 
| nate n ee that may be, had not the Hap- 
ing b 


pineſs of efore better inſtructed: But be 


ſure, when you happen into ſuch Company, that 
wilt be by no Means reclaim'd from theſe or o- 
ther vicious Practices, that you continue 1 * to 

h : ve 
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have any Society or Familiarity with them, leſt 


their evil Practices ſhou'd ſtain your good Reſo- 
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lutions againſt Vice and Profaneneſs; ſince it is Þ 
found by ſad Experience, that bad Company has 


owns and Cities. 


Ap therefore the Devil will, by all poſſible ; 
Methods endeavour to enſnare you, by tempting Þ 


you to make Choice of bad Companions ; in Op- 
polition to which be ſure to diſappoint his Endea- 
vours by a contrary Choice of ſuch, whom you 


obſerve to be of a ſober, virtuous, and -pleatant Þ 
Converſation, who have not comply'd with the 


common Corruptions of Car/ing, Swearing, Lying 
and obſcene Taiking, embrace ſuch Company 
with Pleaſure, long after their Virtues, and en- 
deavour to imitate them, and thereby make 'em 
your own by practicing the fame ; tho? you may 
poſſibly find that the Devil will be ready to ſug- 


geſt to you, that ſuch Company is no ways a- | 


greeable, becauſe the Gratification of your ſenſual 
Appetites will, by ſuch Company and your Imi- 
tation of them, be greatly debarred; and that it 


been infeCting to Youth, even as a Plague, or ſome 8 
1 Diſtemper has ſpread its Infection in Þ 


is your Intereſt to give up your: ſelves to all the 


pleaſing Gratifications of your ſenſual Inclinati- 
ons, and that if you debar your ſelves of theſe, 
you might as well be out of the World or our of 
the Body, which requires and invites you to be 
gay, bold and fearleſs; and to imitate the con- 
- trary Practices of thoſe, whoſe Conduct ſeems to 
have ſet ſuch Virtues at open Defiance: Theſe 
are thoſe, he will ſuggeſt to you, who have made 
a right Choice, for they pleaſe and gratify them- 
9 N ſelves; 


ſe 


8 
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ſelves, they renounce all Fear, they are not now 


2 ſubject to thoſe trifling Apprehenſions, which they 
once, like you, were enſlaved to; they are now 
growing bold and fearleſs, and can dare the Al- 
mighty, as if with Pleaſure, to damn their Bodies 
and Souls! And yet you ſee that theſe are the 
only Youths, or Men of Faſhion! _ rrp] 


A x p indeed fo they are ook d upon by their 


| own Companions, and the unthinking Multitude, 
whereby the Contagion ſpreads like the Plague! 


Bor I hope theſe Suggeſtions upon the firſt” 


2 onſet will be enough to ſurpriſe and amaze” you, 
7 thro? the contrary Influence of the Spirit of God; 
! which Influence of God's Spirit, thoſe who have 
been overcome by the Devil, I doubt not, have 
| experienc'd, and have found it very difficult to 


reſiſt and queuch; ſo that upon their firſt Entrance 


upon this Courſe,” the Devil wou'd be forc'd to 
ſooth them up with the future Hopes of God's 
! Mercics to em, and that he wou'd gladly receive 
them whenever they repented, but that it wowd 
be time enough to ſerve God, when they had 
firſt ſerv'd him, and taken their Pleaſures of the 
World and the Fleſh, and tho? at firſt they had 
enter'd for a while into his Service, they might 


at pleaſure be disbanded, and enter into Chriſt's. 
_ VeoN which the Agreement is commonly 
firſt made between them and the Devil, and here- 


by | their Allegiance to God is firſt broke thro? : 


And when once this Allegiance to God, (ſolemn- 
ly made in their Baptiſmal Covenant) is forfeited, 
God's Covenant, therein made with them, to pre- 
ſerve and keep them by their Endeavours, from 
Temptations, is hereby diſannull'd, becauſe their 
Ya | | E ndeavours 
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Endeavours have been to reſiſt the Workings and 
Operations of his Spirit, which is become griev*d 
thereby, and muſt be ſo far withdrawn from them 
as they have got Impudence and Proficiency in 
Wickedneſs to reſiſt it: Upon which account it 


may be ſaid of them, as it was of the old Antidi- 
luvian World before Noah's Flood, that God's 
Spinit will not always ffrive with- Man, which 
never happens until their Vices have debar'd it. 
Now -altho? the Devil might at firſt perſwade 
them of Godꝰs Mercies: to the Penitent, it was 


only with Deſign: to get them into his Snare, for 


then he did not much: doubt to keep them in it, 
for having them once deeply entangled! in it, he 


does not much fear but he can keep them in Play, 


till in will be too late to get out, and if ever they 
 ſhaw'dreſolutely; attempt to do it, (as ; am aſtaich 
hut few ofitheſe will have that trus Courage) he 
will then on the: contrary: infinuate, that their 
Sins are too great to; be pardon?d,, and that: they 
haue now nothing to expect but God?s! Juſtice; 
and! thereby endeavour to overthro all Attempts 
and Endeavours after Repentance and Reforma« 
tion, and ſa will ſtrive; to {Hock emi upon the 
Rock of Deſpairation, and ſink em into the: O. 
ceamf eternal Perdition: But to theſe wlio hñave 
been thus miſerably entangled, I:ſhall have Oc- 
cation toiſpeale/to: hereafter. | Ss hy pt 
Bur Ewould: hape that tew who have had the 
- Advantages ofa:goodiEducation; will ever become 
ſo deeply entanglec in. his Snares for as the fore · 


mention d: Tem 5: are” in themſelves very: 
ſhocking to Nature, they muſt: be ſo! to thoſe, 


fare, 


who have juſt enterꝭd the Stage of a ſpiritual Wars 
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fare, therefore if you {hall meet, upon your firſt 
onſet, with. ſuch barefac'd Devices from the E- 
nemies you are to engage againſt, immediately 
apply to your General Jeſus Chriſt, (under whoſe 
Banner you enter d your ſelves, Servants in your 
baptiſmal, Covenant) for Succour and Relief, there 
by to rid you of ſuch dreadful Femptations to re- 
nounce his Service; and this mulh be your con- 
ſtant Remedy 1 this and all other Aſſaults 
of the Devil, who will always be deviſing: how 


he may bring you to withdraw your. Atlegrauce 


E ox if he finds he cannot thus; da it at; once; 
he will afterwards try to find, out Ways te dp. it 
as. imperceptably as he can, and take all Opportu: 
nities to bring you into Snares una wares, and this 
will be next to impoſſible at all Times to he ſe- 
cure from; but whenever you happen to he un- 
adviſedly drawn. into any Snare, examine into the 
Reaſon. of your own Conduct, and ho you loſt 
your Guard, and return to God by Repentance; 
and pray for his Aſſiſtance for the future, and 
hereby be admaniſh'd. to be upon; your Watch, 
and never let any of his Devices againſtyqu pra: 
vail: to dra you into the continued; Practice: of 


any known Sin or Wickedneſs, and then altho} 
you will meet with; many Frailties of humane 


Nature, which the Devil employs as ſq many Hu: 
gines to deſtroy your Souls, or at leaſt your Peace 
with God at preſent, yet by. your daily Repen- 
tance, good Purpoſes, and: Reſelutions, with En- 
deavours to be watchful over: your ſelves, yau 
will be preſerv'd from thagreat Oſſenee of giving 
up your ſelves to be leadicaptive hy the 3 

| IS 
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his Will; and by your powerful Advocate, your 
Sins and Infirmities, will be interceded for, and 
thro” his Merits and Mediation they will alſo be 
c NIE. £4 
Bu x if ever you ſhow'd be overcome by any 
of the Devil's Devices to renounce your Guard 
and Watch, and thereby your Allegiance to God, 
you will naturally fall into Perdition and Deſtruc- 
tion; ſince nothing elſe but the Enjoyment of 
God himſelf, can give any true Satisfaction to one 
ſingle Deſire of the Soul, for he that made you, 
can only make you Happy, and it you cleave not 
to him in Obedience, but forſake him, by hearken- 
ing to the Suggeſtions of your ſpiritual Enemies, 
he miſt neceſſarily then forſake you; and then 
you will be left void of all manner of Happineſs, 
Comfort, Eaſe, or Pleaſure, when you leave this 
World; and be deliver'd over to your own Temp- 
ters to be tormented in the Lake of Fire and 
Brimſtone, kindled and maintain'd by utter De- 
ſparation and Deſtruction, thro? the Senſe of your 
egregious Follies, in the rejections of God's Calls 
and Invitations, both by his Miniſters, and the: 
inward Operations of his holy Spirit in Oppoſi- 
tion to thoſe Temptations by which you were 
overcome. 50. ee den uz 
LE, then, neither the open Attacks, nor the 
private Inſinuation of the Devil, be ever able to 
tempt you to renounce your Allegiance to God, 
or your Watchfulneſs againſt them; for when his 
open Aſſaults have been baffled by you, you have 
made a good Defence; which be ſure you conti- 
nue to repeat as often às he ſhall continue to re- 
peat his Attempts againſt you; and be alſo. a- 
7 | | ware 
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ware of his lying in wait to make all your law- 


ful Diverſions, Recreations, and Employments 
ſo many Snares to draw you by inſenſible De- 
grees to Deſtruction. And how theſe are to be 
uſed, and not abuſed : I come to conſider, 

Recreations in themſelves lawful and expedi 
ent, not only in Youth but in all Stages of Life, 
very often become Snares and Inlets to Vice; 
therefore it will be neceſſary to conſult, what Re- 
creations and Diverſions may be practiced, and 
how they may be managed, without corrupting 
the Morals; in which this general Rule may be 
obſerv'd, that they are only to be uſed to re- 
freſh the Body and brighten the Mind, and muſt 


be ſuch, from whence proceed nothing but Goad- 


will, Love, Peace and Agreement; ſo that the 
Parties concern'd therein continue in mutual 
Friendſhip. „ 8 
Bur whenever theſe Virtues are broke thro', 
ſo that Envy, Contention, Wrath, Malice, and 
Revenge are ſtirred up, then they become Snares 
and give the Devil an Opportunity to get Poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe Hearts thus enflam'd, and he will 
not fail to heap Fuel on this Fire, when there ap- 
pears ſo much Hopes of his gaining an entire 
Conqueſt, and, to this End, will perſwade you, 
that you are concern'd, never to relinquiſh that 
Honour, which now calls for your Bravery in a 
Seaſonable Self- Defence for the Affronts and A- 
buſes you have receiv'd from thoſe, you are en- 
gaged with: He will likewiſe repreſent the ſame 
to your Opponents, that they are concern'd to 
ſhew themſelves Brave, and to ſtand in an open 


Defence of their Reputation! which by Cowar- 
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dice will fink in the Opinion of the World, and 
eſpecially their own Companions : But be aſſur'd, 
that whenever you ſhall fall under theſe 'Tempta- 
tions, It is the Device of the Devil, and if ever 
you ſhou'd unadviſedly happen to be drawn into 


Anger or Paſſion (which you ought to avoid as 


as much as poſſible) preſently recolle& the 


Thoughts of your Duty, to be forbearing and 


forgiving of Injuries, as you expect God to for- 
give your Inadvertencies and Infirmities , for this 
will entitle you to a Reputation with God and all 
good Men, which is infinitely preferable to your 
vain-glorious Reputation of Bravery in Vice, Ma- 
lice, and the moſt open Retaliations of Affronts, 
or Injuries, which is only the Applauſe of the 
Devil and his Agents. . 

Tubus you may ſee how far Recreations are 
lawful and expedient, and ought to take Care to 
avoid all ſuch, which carry in them a Tendency 


to draw you to Vice; (as too many now-a-days 


in vogue do,) to the Ruin of many of their Fol- 
lowers; as we ſee by ſad Experience, for by 
Gaming, ſeveral, thro' bad Succeſs have been put 
upon the Arts and Deceits of Cheating, and up- 


on the Heats of Curſiug, Swearing, Damning and 


Frehting, and abuſing one another in the moſt 
'barbarous and inhumane Manner; thus making 


the Workmanſhip of God (the curious Fabrick of 


an humane Body) a Butt for the Malice of hel- 
liſh Fury and Diſtraction; ſo that even Murders 
have too, too often been conſequent hereupon. 

AN p altho' the Conſequences of theſe Game's 


have been generally condemn'd by Men in their 
Senſes, yet how 


often do, even ſome of theſe 


8 Men, 


* 
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Men, who condemn the Conſequences, put them- 


ſelves into the Way of theſe Temptations, by 
practice ing thoſe | Games, which very commonly 


lead to theſe Evils; and their Plea for it is, that 
they have no Deſign to come to that Abuſe of 
'em, which others have done before em, and 
that they may be made an harmleſs Uſe of; If 


0 


this be granted, « hich I think it ſcarcely. can, (eſ- 


pecially .when great Wagers are contended. for): 
you are hereby put into the Way of great Temp-; 
trations, which ſometimes over-ballance the beſt 
and firmeſt Reſolutions, which I doubt not many 
Practicers of Cars and Dice have experienced. 
_ AND therefore it is moſt adviſable entirely to 
forſake and reſolve againſt ſuch Games, that car- 
ry along with them ſuch dangerous Conſequences, 
leſt atan thereby get an Advantage againſt you: 
And, in all your Recreatious, Plays or Games, 
let what you contend for be no more than what 
you can Chooſe to win or loſe wich Pleaſure, that 
you may continue in Love and Friendſhip with 
your Opponents and they with you. 
Objects of Cruelty ought, not to be made mat - 
ter of our Games and Diverſions; Which, be- 
ſides carrying along with 'em the foremention- 
ed Evils, are in themſelves Sinful, and tend to 
the hardening of the Heart, and depriving it of 
that nen and- Humanity, which were im- 
planted in it by, the Divine Impreſſion, and which 
ought to be carefully preſerv'd and cherilh'd, and 
not defac'd by taking Delight in Cruelties, ſuch. 
for Inſtance as ſetting Creatures of inferiour Rank 


3 


at Variance. one with another; as Dogs with 


Dogs, Bears, or Bulls; Cocks with Cocks and the 


E 2 like; 
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like; which to ſee ought rather to be matter of 
our Humiliation than Diverſion ; ſince it was Man's 
Tranſgreſſion of God's Law, that firſt brought 
Enmity into the World. | 1 
AN p ſince Plays, Comedies, Tragedies and O- 
2 likewiſe become the Entertainments of 
ultitudes, it may be neceſlary to obſerve, that 
they were at firſt purpoſely calculated for the ſup- 
preſſing of Vice, by rendering it in its own pro- 
per Colours, with that Wit and Satyr that might 
make it appear as Odious as it really is; being 
that, which wou'd rob us (notwithſtanding its 
ſeeming Gratifications) of all manner of true De- 
light, Satisfaction, Eaſe and Happineſs, and in- 
volve us 12 utter Ruin and endleſs Deſtruction, 
and leave us void of the leaſt Gratification of any 
one of our Deſires hereafter: But where Come- 
dians, Ec, have relinquiſh'd this proper End of 
their Acts, and make them rather tend to the 
corrupting the Morals, and viciating of the Prin- 
ciples, then theſe D/venſſous, tho? ated with the 
reateſt ſhew of Mit and Humour, become Sin- 
ful, and are to be ſhun'd and avoided by all, who 
intend to keep themſelves out of the Way of 
Temptation. i einn £910 
Bur when, by them, Vice is ſatyrized and 
render'd odious either by Comedies or Tragedies, 
the Actors themſelves having a true taſte of Vir- 
tue, and hatred of Vice; then are they likely to 
leave a good Reliſh upon their Spectators and 
Auditors, as well as give them a preſent Diver- 
10. "AE $a 4. þ IRE | ; 
5 c o ME, in the next Place, to conſider the 
ſeveral Circumſtances and Capacities of — 
13 anc 
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and how their different Births will afford them 
diterent Views and Employments in the World, 
which every one that comes into it, and lives to 
Years of Maturity, muſt needs be concern'd with. 
Ab it will be requiſite for all ſorts and Con- 
ditions of Youth, of what Circumitance ſoever, 
to look upon all Men equally as capable of Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery as themſelves, and that as they 
deſire their own Welfare here and Happineſs here- 
after, ſo they ſhou'd as heartily wiſh that of o- 
thers, and lay hold of all Opportunities to pro- 
mote and forward it, even as they cou'd with 
other Men wou'd promote and forward theirs, 
LET this be your firſt and general Rule as 
ſoon as you come to enter upon the Stage of Ac- 
tion, and begin to think which way you muſt 
enter upon for a Livelihood in the World, during 


your ſtay in it, viz. Ts do to all Men as you word 


they ſhowd do to you: This is the Gol DEN RULE 
by which you can only ſteer Safe, and therefore 
ought to be obſerv'd by you all, in all Degrees 
and Circumſtances of Lite and Employments, 
thereby to direct all your Actions thro? the whole 


Courſe of your Lives. 


3 


To illuſtrate which I ſhall obſerve what Ef- 
fects the Obſervation of this Rule will produce 


in the ſeveral States, Conditions and Circumſtan- 


ces of Life. 1 
I SHALL begin with thoſe, whoſe Birthe 


have diſtinguiſh'd and ſignaliz'd them from thoſe, 


whoſe meaner Circumſtances call them to ſome 
Trade, Buſineſs, or Employment thereby to pro- 
cure them a comfortable or tolerable Subliſtance 


in the World. 


3 - Ann 
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AN p you'll now find that many of your Com- 

panions in Learning and Play can no longer be 

continued with you in Schools of Education; but 

are remov*d to Apprenticeſhips, Clerkſhips, Book- 

keepers or other Labours for a common ago! 
r 


and Maintenance; while you are. remov'd from 
one School to another and at laſt to Academi- | 
cal Learning, with ſome of your old School-Fel- 
Jows along with you deſign'd for a Maintenance 
from their acquir'd Learning, along with their 
natural Qualifications. 

N o you are to lay hold of this golden Op- 
portunity, before the neceſſary Affairs of Man- 
hood call you to attend the Concerns thereof; 
and you are to imploy the Powers and Abilities 
of your Minds in a ſearch after Learning, as much 
as thoſe, who are put to Trade or other Buſineſs, 
are called upon to be diligent and induſtrious 
therein. c ö 

AN p as this is the Time to gain a ſtock of 
ſound Learning; ſo are you to guard againſt the 
common Temptations you find incident to your 
Years, and to reprove and admoniſh ſuch as you 
ſee taken in by them; or to avoid their Com- 
pany if irreclaimable: You are to conſider that 
as. you. have ſuch Advantages for Learning that 
others have nor, ſo it will be neceſſary that you 
{hou'd be furniſhed with ſuch a ſtock of Learning 
and Virtue, as may enable you to lay it out in 
charitable Offices; by inſtructing the Ignorant, 
and both by Admonition and Example to inſtill 
into em, and endeavour to eſtabliſh in them, the 
Seeds of Virtue and Religion; always obſerving 
that were you to imagine them in your 9 
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ſtances and your ſelf in theirs, what you cou'd 
reaſonably deſire they ſhou'd therein do to you, 
do ye even the ſame to them. As for Example, 

Was you to imagine your felf Ignorant, and 
they Wiſe and Learned; wou'd you not deſire 


that they wou'd condeſcend to inſtruct you in 


ſome of their Wiſdom and Knowledge, and that 
they wou'd behave with that Candour and Free- 
dom, that wou'd give you the Opportunity, 
ſometimes, ot their improving Converſations? 
Thus by forming a Judgment of what you cou'd 
naturally wiſh for from them, in a change of Cir- 
cumſtances, you may be able to ſee your own 
Duty to them either in ſpiritual or in temporal 
Affairs; and which you, according to your Abi- 


lity in Riches, or Attainments in Knowledge, are 


concern'd to acquit your ſelf in the Diſcharge of. 
You are to conſider that it will be your Bu- 
ſineſs to obſerve and ſee where your Affiſtance 
is in either kind wanted, and be readily diſpoſed 
to afford it upon all Occaſions in ſuch charitable 
Offices, as may neither leſſen your Subſtance, nor 


deprive you of piety a proper Proviſion for your 
all come to have the Care 


Families, when you 
and Government of 'em; for this wou'd not only 


be an Error of Exceſs in your Charity, but wou'd 
allo deprive you of an Ability to continue thoſe 


charitable Offices, which the Law of God and Na- 

ture require. But, I think, I need not enlarge up- 
on this Head, becauſe this Error (tho' ſometimes 
is very rarely fallen into. But further, 

R1icHes are not given Men with Deſign that 


* 


thoſe, who enjoy 'em ſhall be exempt from all the 


Concerns of their fellow Creatures, or to make 
E 4 em 
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'em void of Care, or to indulge themſelves in 
all the Gratlfications of their ſenſual Inclinations, 
or to be thrown away, and ſquander'd in their 
Delights, Games, Luſts, and Exceſſes. 

Bor ought to be employ'd in the Relief of the 
Neceſſitous, and, as above obſerv'd, proper Care 
taken rather to encreaſe than 15 the Eſtate 
they are firſt poſſeſt of, that they may thereby 
be enabled not only to continue but encreaſe in 
doing of Good. | 

NEITHER is Learning and Knowledge be- 

ſtowed upon Men to be hidden in Obſcurity and 
conceal'd to themſelves; which wou'd be like 
unto lighting a Candle and putting it under a 
Bulhel, inſtead of placing it on a Candleſtick that 
0 might give Light to the Houſhold, | 
Fo altho? a proper Proviſion is made, of Men 
ſet a part tor the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, for the 
inſtructing of their reſpective Flocks, who are in 
Duty to God, bound to take all the Care and 
Pains, that in Reaſon can be expected from them, 
by Teaching, Inſtructing, Adviſing, Reproving 
and Exhorting them, yet we find, that notwith- 
ſtanding we have all Advantages that can be this 
Way expected, that for want of a mutual Duty 

requir'd of all Men, according to their Opportu- 
nities and Abilities, to be exhorting one another 
daily, while it is called to Day, that many re- 
main harden d thro* the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 
AN d as it is a mutual Duty incumbent upon 
all Chriſtians according to their Attataments and 
Abilities to help forward the Salvation of the 
Souls under their Inſpection, Relation and Friend- 
ſhip, and of thoſe with whom they have the Op- 
oo RO. portunities 
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| portunities of Commerce and Converſation ; fo 
it muſt in an eſpecial manner belong to thoſe, 
who are born to Eſtates and plentiful Fortunes in 
the World, and ought to be mix'd with their other 
Charitable Diſtributions, where they ſee it neceſ- 
firy, from whence it is likely it wou'd have the 
greater Force and Effect. . 

N © w therefore you, who have the Opportu- 
| nitics of the Improvements of Learningand Know- 
ledge upon your Hands, endeavour to quality your 
ſelves therewith ; that you may be able to do good 
to the Souls as well as . Bodies of thoſe, whoſe 
Wants may call for your Relief and Aſſiſtance. 


| ANxvp by thus employing your Time, with the 
; Views of theſe Attainments in many. Know- 
ledge, to theſe Ends, you may expect the Bleſ- 


ſing of God to attend you, not only in your 
ſearches after theſe noble Attainments, . but alſo 
in all the future Tranſactions of your Lives, that 
are under a conſequent Government. COWS 

AN p you, who have only a Dependance for 
a Livelihood in the World thro? Trades or Em- 
ployments in Buſineſs, its your Place to apply 
your ſelves diligently to the Buſineſs, you, or your 
Parents, or Truſtees, have choſen for you; and 
while you are under the Government of Maſters 
or Miſtreſſes in Apprenticeſhips or Servitudes, | 
not only to learn the Buſineſs or Trade you are 
put to, that you may thereby be enabled to get 

your own Livings honeſtly, but it muſt be alſo 
your Buſineſs to act, for your Maſters or Miſ- 

treſſes, in as careful, honeſt, and induſtrious a 
Manner as you will expect Servants and Appren- 
tices ſhall do to you when you become Maſters 
or Miſtreſſes your ſelves. Fox 


— 
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Fox this is the golden Rule, by which all De- 
grees of Men ought to regulate all the Actions 
of their Lives; and which, if it was poſſible, to 
perfwade all Men and Women to the Obſervati- 
on of, wou'd make Mankind the moſt mutual 
and happy Society that Heart cou'd wiſh, and 
wou'd render, even, this World a Communion of 
Saints on Earth, by anſwering what we pray to 
obtain in our Lord's Prayer. | 

For hereby we ſhou'd hallow the Name of 
our Father, which is in Heaven; by evidencein 
our Obedience in this golden Precept of our blef 
ſed Saviour: Hereby his Kzzgdom uud come, 
by being ſet up in our Hearts: Hereby his Will 
doo d be done on Earth as it is in Heaven, by 


Mankind becoming a mutual Society of loving 


one another, which wou'd reſemble Angelical O- 


 bedience: Hereby all Mankind wou'd enjoy their 


daily Bread, becauſe they, who have to ſpare, 
wou'd not ſee any want, ſince there is in the 
World that Proviſion, which is more than abun- 
dantly ſufficient for the neceſſary ſupport of all 
its Inhabitants: Hereby we ſhou'd be ready to 
forgive others their Treſpaſſes againſt us, as we 
defrre God ſhowd forgive ours againſt him, becauſe 
this Rule, of doing to others as we deſire the 

ſhou'd do to us, will engage us to forgive Trel- 
paſles, ſince we naturally defire Forgiveneſs our 


ſelves: Hereby we ſhou'd be fortified againſt be- 


ing led into Temptation, whereas the contrary 
Practice lays us open to all: Hereby we ſhou'd 
be deliver'd from Evil, from the Evil of Sin, and 


therefore from the Evil of Puniſhment, the Con- 
ſequence of it, and fo be enabled to aſcribe unto 


God 
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God the Rin dom, Power and Glory due unto him 
both here and here-after, even, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 30 | 
AN p now if the univerſal Practice of this 
one Rule, of doing to others as we wou'd they 
ſhou'd do to us, wou'd produce in us ſuch glorious 
Effects, we may obſerve the contrary Effects of 


the contrary Practice; by the Neglect of it ſuc- 


ceed Self-ſeeking, IIl-will, Envy, Hatred, Malice, 


Defamations, Cruelties, Scolding, Quarreling, 


Fighting, Swearing, Cheating, Defrauding, For- 
nica tions, Adulteries, Thefts, Robberies, Mur- 
ders, and what not. 7 


Bur if we look into the World, and ob- 


ſerve the common Tranſactions of Mankind one 
with another, and conſider from thence how far 
it will appear to be under the Government of 
this Chriftian Precept, ſhall we not have reaſon 
to ſuppoſe, that even, very few profeſſed * Chriſ- 
tians come up. to it, and not many to the Imita- 
tion of it? N 
Fox the Neglect or Decay of this Du 
ſeems to be one of the chief Cauſes of the dead- 
neſs of Trade, and to be the Reaſon of ſo much 


Complaint among working People of the Hard- 


neſs of Times, and Scarcity of Money, which 
is commonly more or leſs in Proportion to the 
Obſervation or Neglect of this Duty; ſo that 
there is not only a ſpiritual, but alſo a temporal 


* Thoſe, who pretend to be Chriſtians and yet live in an open 
Violation of this Precept of Chriſts may expect to be difown'd by 
him, when he comes to reward his true Followers; notwithſtanding 
their Plea of Eating and Drinking at his Table, and in his Name 
doing many wonderful Works; and to have the Sentence pronounc'd 
againſt them, Depart from me qe workers of Tniquity, 


Advan- 


0 
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Advantage ariling from it, and it is very proper 
that we ſhou'd have Views to both in the Prac- 
tice of it, tho? with a molt ſuperior Regard to 


thoſe of a ſpiritual Kind, ſince there is no Com- 


ariſon between our preſent Time and Eternity; 
5 as, in this Caſe, our preſent and ſpiritual Wel- 
fare are united in the ſame Views, and as preſent 
Views are the Objects of our preſent Senſes; I 
ſhall take the Liberty to dwell a while upon the 
ſubject of the preſent Advantages that wou'd a- 
riſe from the Obſervation of this Duty. : 
Ir may firſt be obſerv'd how the Neglect of 


| It has tended to the Ruination of Trade in gene- 


ral, and reduc'd many to the Maintenance of Pa- 
riſhes, who might otherwiſe have been able, at 


leaſt, to have gotten for themſelves a tolerable 
Subſiſtance; and even, ſome Pariſhes themſelves 


where they chiefly depend on Trade, have been, 
and are under an Incapacity of affording their nu- 


merous Poor proper Relief, and Subſiſtance; from 


which they are forc'd out to Beg contrary to the 
common Law *, and Proviſion made, againſt it ; 
The Miſchicts of which J think, will appear to 
be owing to a general Neglect of each one, in 


their proper. Stations, Places and Employments, 


to do to others, as they wowd that others ſpou d 


ao to them. 


BE CAUSE, the Obſervation of this Rule 
wou'd cauſe all Men to deal honeſtly, fairly and 
juſtly one with another; This wou'd leave no 
1150 Which Law is generally urg'd againſt Beggars by thoſe, who 
feel no Want themſelves, and do not care to concern themſelves with 


the Wants nf others, nor to hearken to the Reaſons of their forc'd 
Neceflities, or to know whether they be real Objects of their Chari- 


ties. my 
Room 
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Room for Deceits between Buyer and Seller; 
This wou'd remove all Jealouſtes of under-hand 
Dealing; This wou'd ſecure to all Labourers ſuf- 
ficient Wages for their Work; and the Tradeſ- 
men proper Prices for their Goods, as well as ſe- 
cure them from ſetting any extortionate Value up- 
on 'em: This wou'd ſecure Landlords from ſet- 
ting their Farms at wreck Rents, thereby to make 
Tenants Slaves to their Luſts and Exceſſes: This 
wou'd ſecure Farmers from Cheating and De- 
frauding in ſelling their Goods or Chattles there- 
by to damage the Buyer, and the Buyer depre- 
ciating them below the real Value: This wowd 
ſecure to all Men Employment in their own pro- 
per Buſineſs, and each one wou'd be hereby en- 
abled ro imploy others in their Ways, without 
infringing upon others Buſineſs or Employments 
themſelves, which are out of their way and which 
they were not called to and fitted for; ſuch for 
Inſtance as the neceſſitous Farmer for want of 
Money to pay for Shoes, turning Cobler; and 
for the like neceſſities in Cloaths, acting the Part 
of a Taylor in patching 3 his old Ones, 
and the like might be obſerv'd of other poor 
Tradeſmen being forc'd to infringe upon one an- 
others proper Buſineſs: whereas by the Obſer- 
vation of this Precept theſe Inconventencies wou'd' 
be happily prevented. | 
Fok as this wou'd ſecure to every Man his 
own proper Buſineſs, fo it wou'd alſo ſecure him 
a proper Maintenance from it, by allowing him a 
proper Price for his Work or Goods; from which 
a Circulation of Honeſty, Truth, Juſtice, Love, 
Mercy and Money wou'd turn round in an unin- 


terrupred 
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terrupted Ring, and all Trade and Buſineſs give 


every one a true Contentment, and Satisfaction, 
without coveting a Læ vel with their Superiors, 


properly ſituated as the Heads and Governors of 


o happy a Society... wo 

S © that an univerſal Practice of this ane Pre- 
cept wou'd make, even, this State like Paradice 
for Innocence, and wou'd retrieve as great a part 
of its Happineſs as cou'd be poſſibly expected 
in this State: But we ſee, alaſs, that, ever ſince 


the Fall of Adam, moſt Men have ran counter to 


it; and it can only be hoped that a more gene- 
ral Practice hereof may be attain'd, that there- 
by ſome. of the good Effects may ariſe froma ge- 
V KK; 1. bo 3-5 

. Fox, an univerſal Practice of it, we have no 
Encouragement to expect until the firſt Reſurrec- 
tion of the Dead in Chriſt, and the Change of the 
Righteous, then living, and their Aſcenſion into 
Heaven; which (as I obſerv'd in the latter End 
of my Preface to my ſecond Vol. of Philoſophi- 
cal Meditations) will put the remaining Inhabi- 
tants of the Earth, then living, upon embrace- 


ing the Truth and Righteouſneſs of the Son of 
God, whereby this Precept will then be univer- 


fally embrac'd, to the overthrow of the Kingdom 


of Satan, and the binding him with that Chain, 


which will caſt him into the bottomleſs Pit. The 
Commencement of which happy Eſtate will be- 
gin the expected Millenium. (My. Accounts of 
which you may. ſee in my Preface above cited.) 
I sHALL therefore only attempt a revival of 
this moſt neceſſary Chriſtian Duty, and perſwade 


my Readers as much as I can to the Practice of 


"Ms 
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it; notwithſtanding, as the World is now grown, 
it is become hard and difficult to perform it in 
that Degree of Purity, that it might be upon an 
_ univerſal Conſent of Mankind mutually to em- 
brace it, by which it wou'd become much more 
ealily practicable, notwithſtanding thoſe, who 
heartily endeavour it, will find, it will be eaſy 
and pleaſant to the Mind, even within thoſe pro- 
per Reſtrictions, which the preſent Corruptions 
of the World have made neceſſary Exceptions to 
this Rule. „ „ 
F ox according to the preſent Face of Things, 
the want of the Obſervance of this Rule has ren- 
der'd thoſe, who wou'd make this the Rule of their 
Actions, the moſt eaſy to become a Prey to the 
Cunning of crafty deſigning Men, who make it 
their Buſineſs, to take all Opportunities to over- 
reach and defraud the unwary and innocent; and 
to make a Gain of the Neceſſities of the Poor: 
As for Inſtance, when they are oblig'd to ſell their 
Goods for ready Money, and muſt take ſuch a 
Price as theſe Men can find in their Hearts to al- 
low for em, they will commonly beat them down 
to as little as they can, and give them much leſs 
than the real Value of their Goods. 

HER ER x the Neceſſitous are ſtill made more 
ſo, untill they become the Object of ſome better 
People's Charities, or forc'd to very hard Shifts 
for a Livelihood, and quite hurPd out of that way 
they were brought up to, and properly depended 
on: From hence flows the Beginnings of the 
Trades Decay. | h 

Fox by this Means theſe Goods thus brought 
under the Value, the Buyer of 'em is capable to 


fell 


ſl 


or 
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all, who have any Regard to the Welfare of their 
Poſterity; and this is what almoſt every one muſt 
pretend, in their heaping up Riches; Ge all Men 
muſt know that they muſt ſhortly leave their 
worldly Poſſeſſions, and therefore deſign them for 


their Children or Friends, whom they have a par- 


ticular Value and Efteem for. | | 
Now ifyou really have this Value and Eſteem 
for theſe your Children or Friends, which you 
retend, and you really defire that they ſhou'd 
ouriſh in the World by your bounteous Lega- 
cies, or entaild Eſtates; then I wou'd perſwade. 
you never to attempt to encreaſe what you have 
by Oppreſſion, or by making Gain of the Neceſ- 
ſities oF the Poor, c. as above obſerv'd, ſince 


it is very plain and obvious to common Experi- 


ence,” that Riches thus acquir'd, or Eftates thus 


gotten, do always dwindle away, and the Poſte- 


rity of theſe Men, in the third or fourth Genera- 
tion at furthermoſt, commonly become the Ob- 
jects of Charity, and ſometimes: of Scorn ; nay, 
very often ſome of the Oppreſſors of poor wall 
ing People, have, in their own Time, ſeen Sub- 
ſtance; thus attain'd, fer a ſquandring away faſter 
than they got it together. 1 
Wu r promiſing Advantages then can be 
expected from theſe fading Riches? Is not a pub- 
lick Good, and a Bleſſing entaiPd on your Poſte- 


_ rity, preferable to a preſent and private Idol; 


which, tho? worſhip'd for a Time, muſt fall down 
it ſelf, and perith' like Dagon with its Hands and 


Head broke off? 


Tus E Obſervations, as they are plain and 


all 
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a | "have alſo fuch a tendency 10 themſe 190 


Fetl were ut univerſally com ly/d with, . 
© the- Wen ndneſs of Hs ON 79. 0 ; 


tis poſſible to ima ine them. j j 
1 Be: Mortality? 5 ay * 
the Enjoyment ol this World's good be. 
ng deſirable, as it certainly is, if got in an 
+ Buſh 1755 lawfully uſed, and prudently mana 'd; 
then ought it only to be ſought after in the Ways 
allow'd of, and permitted in the Law of Gods, | 
or otherwiſe Poverty and Honelty, are vaſtly pr -, 
9 to the greateſt Riches heaped up by, 1. 1 
rtion and Injuſtice. 1 
0 clude this Section, I cod heartily w W gh 2 
er 


to ** the Intereſt of this World and the ot 
united; and as I have. endeavour'd to lay down 


ſuch Iaſtructions, as I wou'd hope might promote 
F 3 — - 


: = | by Journey thee the WSD. 


* * 


it e prove anynways, helpful, 
6 End, 1all rOJR'Ce in, m x e ufo 
viſh it may encourage erer r 10 purſue the, De- 


ſign, pt proper Amendment tg th 99 9 cheme, 
Q 


Who have had. better Woeeſy in ese Ag 
than, my elf, 1 ne lische 3-1; 6's w 
a 43 All 2 . ala 23.508 »4 AY. 10 
44 * 51H? 15715 1005 
g 8 2 C. Fa. AV... Ts; 18100 


e ee to en it Religion « and Virtue. 
A VI N Gs Ae been laying a abt 
1 1 tion: for Youth to fix their Choice upon 
victnous Actions, and to make it their chief End 
and Deſign totpleaſe God, ab the only Means to 
procure that Peace and Satisfaction of Mind that 
the-Horidcanmhether give nor take away: I come 
to direct my Diſcourſe to you, as being grown 
up / to the Maturity of Manhood, who are capa- 
ble of taking upon you the Government of Your 
Telves; and otliers, who may afterwards fall, un- 
der your Gare. 1 je 25540 IEUln. | 
As the Government of your: ſelves is the only 
and proper Means to quality: you for the Govern- 
net others, as Children, . Servants, Cg. I 
ſhall endeavour to perſwade you to, and endgur- 
age you in the Practice of i the | foremention'd 
Huries and Virtues, which you have hictherto;begn 
inſtilocted in, that the contrary Practices of others 
may not be of any Force to caute you to rehnq 
the good Effects of your firſt Foundation 21 125 
ſfuuktion i in Religion and Wirtu te. 
No it is your Opportunity to wake; them 
Jour n un —_— A TOE 
nien 
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hich yi! wilt ee loſe rbe Government of 
you ſelves, and become unfit” for the Govern- 4 
rm 991 Fainflies; ant lay Þ out ſelves open to in- it 
nüctetable ln culties, and Temptations, which i" 
preſently” attack the unwary and unguarded to the i1 
utter Ruin of their preſent Eaſe and Tranquility "1 
of Mind, and to the Loſs of their future Hopes 1 
of the Favour of God, and the comfortable Ex- 
pectation of a bleſſed Eternity: 
Fo are now beginning to look into le 
World, wherein your Abode will be VET ſhort 
and unertain, and in which no comple «FF: 
pitiels cin be attain'd; and yet you — 1 th 
Purſaite/vf the generality of Mankind is contrary 
to their on true Happineſs, by 2 bot ir in 
vain,/ethpty, unſatisfactory Triſles. 1 
Nr WirsTANMDIN O, Ha b San + Gathafale 1 
tion of tue Deſtros of the Mind is] the chief End 1 
aid Aim of all their Purſuits; but the mad Mul- 
tirude run themſelves upon the Rocks of Ruin by 4 
hunting after ſhadows, or the Gratification of their £ 
ſenſual Appetites, therein expecting Satisfaction; 'F 
which is ſuch a manifeſt Miſtake, that all the Sa- ; 
tisfaction ariſing there-from, if there were no fu- 
ture Terrors to attend it, 15 only hes 0 4, and, Pat, 
Aff Dexations.  * tig ck 
os are therefore to diſtinguiſn your ſelves 
im the Purſuit of your Happineſs, and not to (be 
led away into the common Error of the unthink- 
ing Muſtitude, who are feeking for Happineſs in 
e Enjoyments; for the Sox] of Man is tuo 
reat to be thus ſatisfied: no, the unbounded De- 
es thereof can never be farisfied witli all the ſen- 
"fl Enjoyments of Life, for let em he * | 
„ e 


15 4 Jaurnsy thro) the. Wome, b. 
Promiſiog;incthe Furſuit anil Expedtationg they 
vaniſh in the Enjoyment. bas 2m: Hebt 
Nor that yom are forbidden all ſenſual En- 
By Ne * of Life, but you afemot 
K fon Happineſs in them zo hut th enjoy 
emi abi thoſe due Reftrictiols and ip 
Mich od which! God has preſcribed and allowed; 
ische W a em whereby to reap 
AN real: PI from em; for ſuch a Partici- 
tion of, — is only deſign'd for the pre- 
t ſupport and (Comforts: of Life, will make 
o on a greater Pleaſute and Enjoyment, 
1:theycan pollibly-be to any, io make chem 
Theit Lol,. 511 10 92145414 3fl1 ton bib aA 
nig o theſe make them. their gb Aims; 
MWherras you em as the Gift of God, And 
bogen in deere to his Nn nan 
FP, hom you look upon as che only Foun- 
tam of all. Arge from ionic alone thoſe 
rene of folil Satisfaction fic whichcanonly 
atisty the unlimitted Deſires of the Soul. Ing 
3 Happineſs then conſifts! in the Emoy- 
mant af our Creator, and the Regulation of aur 
Actions according to his wiſe Precepts, who can 
onlhh direct us to that, which will yeild usa full, 
cotapleat: and perfect Bliſs in himſelf hereaſter: 
Farifrom whom we receiv'd our Exiſtentea and 
in whom we continue to exiſt, and upon Whom, 
 notaonly, our Beings, but well bein depends; 
zchim, and by him, and thro' kim mul our. 
Pines alſo entixely depend. 141 . 
A therefore for any one; to fix his 
e gal thiog bur in God bis Creator, ani: 
Saud Waun 
11 


| A 1 thro” the WORT. B. 1 
{all infinitely ſhotttofhis Purpoſe: and loſe the End 
of all ſuch Aims and Attempts- AGE 
Fon in Godalone concenter all verfecköne, 
Which, are communicable to lis Creatures accord- 
ing as they become qualified h Holineſs to par- 
ef chat Fountain, the Streams of which can- 
not be; reliſſd by Fleſh and Blood; therefofe 
chaſe, who give themſelves -overyto// ſenſual De. 
lights as their higbeſt Aims, debaſe the Dighit) 
of:;their humane Nature, by ſinking their 7 
into ſenſuality, and make void ta:themfelvest 
End and Deſign of Chriſt's aſſuming wn HO 
Body to reſtore, the Image of God to M 
AN p did not the Practice of the on 
-Eciently\evidence; how: much. Men generally miſ- 
take B00 che Choice of their Happineſs, Iod 
thinba bur Labour Joſt to:perfwade Men; nos tb 
fix upon the a abies the fleeting. Þrifles, 
the Snug hn al deluſwe momentary Bf. 
joyments of Heſhly Delights: we their chief Hap- 
pinels.1uc e 3113 10 25 tu l V1e135) 
A Assi if this is all the 133 are de- 
Lend for, or rather that we deſign our ſelvesifos, 
awe may even take our farewell of em in che Eft 
joy ment ; for; whoever makes them the Obje@of | 
their Satisfaction, will for ever remain unſãtisnied 
with them: They only can be reliſh'd hy ithaſd, 
who! uſe them in Subordination to the Laws of 
God, and as epd Supports and Convenien- 
ces lin their Way to that uncanceivable Happiheſs 
to be enjoy d when we ſhall be ſtrip'd of albalię 
vain Glories of the World, and become inchpa- 
ble: of any SuixlaOions or Delights :exceptoſa 
ſpiritual Kind, A 
7 


* 
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We would therefore be fitted for ſpiritual 
Enjoyments, we muſt YOu ourſelves for them, 
by being govern'd by the Dictates of che Spirit, 
and not be. led by'the' Temptations of the Fleſh, 
which luſteth aguunſt the Spirit: Between Which 
you Will ſtill fad ſuch an Engadg enen. that "flor 
without Difficulty will the Spirit prevail; notwith- 
ſtanding tlie Diſadvantages that che Fleſh labours 
under of Arguments for its ſelf.” A 93. 5 
FJ e Combat between them is in your own 
Breaſts and I am perſwaded that whoever is over- 
come by the Fleſh, muſt, for a conſiderable Time, 


find greater Difficulties to overcome the Piktätes 
of the Spirit, viz. Watnral Conſcience and Rea- 
fen, than thoſe do, who, by the Gevernment of 


Reaſon and Con ſcience, overcome the Dictates of 
the Fleſh. 30 30 9091 4 Hey: Afr 3, 


Vigour, in your moſt lively Actieity, 4nd. are fit- 
et for Action of any kind . to you, who 
have had the Advantages of a'rel Edurati- 
on) and now you will alſo” fifr 1 emptations 
the ſtrongeſt, notwithſtanding your former Con- 
queſts, for now will your Enemies re- ſtrengthen 
theif'Forces; but to warn you of their App roach 
is the only Way to put you upon making Proc. 
Roma Sinſt them; and now let your former'Pz- 
$729 inſpire you again with refolved ' Courage 
to engage them, ang tho? they may appear As 
Wine and Monſters, doubt not, ge thro? your 
mighty Deliverer eus Christ, bur Engagements 
ag uff them will be carried n with Succefs. 
Pur Hep will offer you preſent Pleaſures and 
e and ſuggeſt ro you that you are now 
4191.90 in 


0 n you are in your full Strength ant 


4 


0 
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in Seren of;your Days, and in the prime of 
Lift 97 and that. ;Y 0 eught net to Jole the Oppore 
tunity of, gvetitying your Inclinations, - and-flethly: | 
Senſas, in ſaeing, hearing, or acting whatever may 
be;pallazablo and delightful to em: and that thele 
en ments ought not to be forfeited in Expectation 

of future, which for ought you know! may be un- 
certain, notwithſtanding you have been inſtructed 
in the Belief of em; and if chey ſhou'd- prove 
true, it will be time enough to provide for! Fu- 
ture Things, when you have during Vouth en- 
boch the leaſures of What are preſeut. 


* 


Tur World will alſo. renew its Aſſaults to 


recommend its Honours, and Preferments, its 


Riches, and Glories to your Choice, to be court 
ed as your het and ſure ſi Happineſs, becauſe ꝓre- 


fſent, and therefore ought to be fought after and 


purſued. by vou by all imaginable Methods and 
Me that may appear likely to obtain this End. 
Tur Deva will alſo chime: in here to puſh 
orwarch this grand Engagement, with many fair 

| N it will be your Wiſdom net to 
loſe the-preſent for Views of future Enjoyments; 


adi oi ſet his Agents to Wor k, We Will 


firlt inſinuate themſelves into your Favouri-by 
Flatter y, or other Methods, and afterwards at- 
tempt. to flatter you out of your Iategtity, or if 
that prevails not, to fright you out of Religion 
by Banter and Ridicule.” 

\'T nss+ are the Grants and Jer d. Ants 
have: trig hted- Multitudes out of their Way, and 
made 27 rurn their Backs inſtead of giving Bat- 
tle; hut true Courage and Reſolution have always 
turn'd the Suceeſs and erown'd the Faithful With 
Victory, LET 


<0 AAA TEA I ie 
— VIS NEL Os DET ITT > — Doo i 
: 


Wen {elf long Life? And if I cannot Ts 


92 A Journey thro the Wi our. D, 
Lx T then the following 5 editatic 85 Tone 


Defence againſt complying w 
tions to relinquiſh the Hopes ret i re. 110 che 
Proſpect of eedeit Enjoy bene When T'think 
* of Life, even, in its itmôſt 
Strength and Viggur, and how many of; Age 
of as Food a-Conftitution and\Health às in, jeff, 
before their fatal Sickneſs, with many othe 15 


er, who are now in the Daf; 1000 can! 


ling 
Worlds 
Moments? What will beceme of "rn ft 
Grazifications, when I am ſtrip'd by Death 4 
telt Senſes, and enter'd- 11175 a World - | 
wire whole Minds are the' only” Gbſecks of 'Satis- 
fQion'or Diſfarisfaction, and 25 They bave be en 
kept pure in Virtue; or corrupted V Vict. muſt 


my gef this, What will beeome of the 
Happinueſe that will reſult to me from Re We 


f6r:cever! remain pleaſed and ſatisſy d, kürc' the 


Reflection of their former wiſe Choice and Con- 
dubt ; or be confounded with Horror this” jeir 


making fleſhly Pleaſures the Chozce” of their Hap- 


pineſs, ot which they are now left deſtitutę, and 
O become r of any Gratification ' 4 J 
ſoever? 5 IO 01 


SHALL then any unlawful Pleaſure Rem, 


wink me to embrace its Offers upon any 
when my preſent Peace with God and Conſci Skin 
Will dean be thereby moleſted and 15 en 


er'd? What tho? my Recovery ſeem 


probable, i is it not very uncert ife be 


Ain 
continued, ſince L am hereby g Happ ord 


wheritj not to be found, and aten 
Peaco? with God to purſue it Witli Idols? Fe & 
*; Whats 
8 


JJC ——— 8 


ſet my 


| encies.., fly to for Suceoun ? For in dh 
7000 15 ig 


a.3'1.0 V/ 9 JV 

1 ee "the. Woz ©. 93 
ban 9 2 85 e 1 of as my chief Good, or 
ltr ections upon, or place my 

Hap A ae that for my ad or make it 
my Partzep : And what can. I (eup for my Hap- 
he God, or my Portion iheneath my Crea 
e that I can inan Caſe of Wants 


Life I am in Death, to vom ar ze an 
then, ſhall. I flee. to for Suceonr Jud: unto the, | 
Lord, Thou art the only Fountain of Happipeſts 
the only Aid of thoſe, who put their I 
thee, „rh 0 ſet not their Aﬀe tions! on T. bag hea 

Sat cer and are thereby pre 
to partake of thoſe ſpiritual Enjayrqtits} 
gde Rivers c Ale ſure, which\flow fromthe, 
ie mexhanſtable Fountain of entire Satt 
8 god 50 1 4 1 1 — 


2 
2 
— WV 5 


5 5 to ö my per — 
qr to ſet. up any thing for my Happineſs 
of thee, can ever find any Room to ar-, 
bour in my Breaſt! Certainly, if I was as fully 
faded, of the Things of Futurity, as Sam: 
allur'd pt. the Things, Preſent, I cou'd then cider; 
| fin ſtrong! e 0 it * 8 


8 


Burt 


94 . 4 Tourney theo Ye WS KL . 

BY: 1 hold —.— How at 1 hl .the iP 
thas/ ig to Queſtior Kb no K Wedge 115 
formation of 15 0 bn into hi Worle Ang yet 
Lam here; before 1 daa, my Being” here misht 
be ſeveral ways very precarious Tg Uncex 15 


1 


ee 5 nd I am daily for eating 
whe 4 leave a 0 ate I ſhall enter upon ant ber 
of 'Haj ian or Mie, accotding to my 


e that this future State.) 05 
2 cpa . 1 af daily forewarn'c dof; 


of 8 He 
x the Son 90 "Gol defe 6 Sed pm 
| upon him” an, humane. Hoy, 
| fut a e for the” Sos of im, 
berry 5 Refurrection A Fave, 
anch thereby. enfar'd me of 19 00 
future n phe. 20 


ee ys Aiared that 1 Ait not jo 9 i 


ces, that there 
an be no Room for any 2 the 7 5 
tray; fo that Life and Immortality are hereby 
| clearly brought to Light, without Sing any 
Conceſlions of the feaſt Pzr rape, | 8 
WII, then I am reſolv'd to purſue the; > 
| cerns of Futurity, and to make thee, O Gott, t 1C 
ultimate End of all my Aims; and will ende 
vour to preſerve and keep thee in all my Thoſß ts 
Words, and Actions; and to behave my y felt 48 
_ thy Sight and Preſence ; at 1 ſpend my* Time 
e in loving, fearing, an ferving thee 111 80 4 


know or, hav Which, here Iam, bur: ST 
ut 
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is in thee only that I can haxe any true Delight 
ang: Bd Pee 12 for Life \ Without, thy Favour 


| Fog Þ + Err or, but thy, 1 avour, is, better 
0 e ir 1 f. 


NY b Jy theſe; and, a eli 19% 1 
N 5 broug t oi ſelf 0 this holy 
ſen Ui. thy. han gixiuga, to God as 

weet ſinclling ſavous, together with 
= Pri 7 co inden his continued Support to 
Strengthen and confirm thee, in this Pious Besen. 
mination : W. hich repeat; as pn en as any Temp: 
rations {hall diſcompoſe F y, Purpoſes to con 
tinue in the Diſcharge of thy; O Obedience 0 Go 


ot to ber- throw t 1 


Choice of making him thy 
CCTV 
bis continua Defence gainſt al Hage 


F RE 
85 nd upon any Approach of 57 40 
b N Fpepiggs 5 to 1 appef and refit ther 


1 bah and Power of Tempus wil 


he 


Ty 1s 1 5 75 thou be . to „ all the 
e that my: frerwards offer d 


thy, Vi jens of | ture, 


1 14 


101 4 We 


zouldeſt « ever be r 
3 0 brelentſy humble, thy, 7 helgre 
„ and in true Contrition an p 

det bis 5 Pad his fade Aid, a ak 


ing 
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ing Grace; and ſecond this with thy own Endea- 
vours, and fenew'd Reſolutions againſt the like 


Miſcarriag 1 5 "And if the Sin thou haſt thus fall'n 


into be of a groſs and heinous Nature, and thou 


feareſt leſt thou ſhouldeſt be again over- come; it 


will be neceſfary to add Faſting to thy Prayers, 


to be {till the more earneſt in the aforeſaid De- 
votions, which will be very helpful in this Caſe 
to gain à Victory over future Aflaults: And thus 
behave thy ſelf upon all Occaſions thro? any Miſ- 
carriages tliou mia = chance to fall into thro? the 
Infirmities of the "Fleſh ; ; and never let any Sin 
get Dominion over thee: by becoming cuſtomary 
and habitual; but ſpeedily repent and'refolve a- 
gainſt them as often as thou ſhall be ſürprized or 
Seren by them; ſo ſhalt thou have thy Peace 
with God and Conſcienee reſtor'd, and alſo con- 
firm'd as thou reniaineſt juſt to thy good Pur- 
poſes and Reſolutions, Wich Will become more 
and more eaſy to thee in Proportion to thy Dili- 
gence to get Maſter of ein by the aforemention'd 
tein." and thy Care and Warthfulneſs agunſt 
oe; ere . 

Tus ſhalt thou find the Power of the Heſs, 
which" hiſteth againſt rhe Spirit, to grow weaker 
and weaker; and thy fpiritual Peace to ſtrength- 
en and enereaſe, by which thou wilt feel that true 
Pleaſure and Delight, thiat will give thee that par: 
ticular Satisfaction, Which none but thoſe, Who 

-. 5-04 it, can have any imaginable Idea of: 
Thy Pleafures' of Mirth and Chearfulneſs, kept 
within the Bounds of Reaſon, are pure and un- 
mix'd ; thou canſt truly rejoyce in e 1 Lord, and 
ow for Joy becauſe thou art aprieht in Heart: 
nd 
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And as this Joy Springs from a Senſe of thy Peace 
> | with God and Conſcience, ſo it is a Joy that none 
: || can take from thee or deprive thee of; and altho? 
1 all outward Comforts ſhou'd fail, this will remain, 
n and be the only Antidote that can expell the bit- 
ter Effects of any of the Evils of Life, _ © 
. IT was this Joy that ſupported the Righte- 
ous in all Ages of Perſecution for Righteouſneſs 
ſake, who joy fully underwent the moſt inhumane 
and helliſh Cruelties rather than they wou'd 
accept Deliverance by relinquiſhing their Obedi- 
x | enceto God, and thereby loſe the:Sweets of that 
Peace and Delight, which they had taſted and 
experienced as an earneſt of that laſting Tranqui- 
ly -and.compleat and full Joy, which the beati- | 
fick Viſion of The Fee of God in uninterrupt- 
ell Enjoy ments wow'd afford them, and of Which 
all, preſent, Taſtes are but faint Reſemblances. 
Ax d jf theſe Joys of the Righteous cou d ſup- 
port them under the bittereſt Perſecutions, and 
they cou'd triumph under the ſevereſt Cruelties, 
and ſundry kinds of Death. Shall we think it a 
hard Task to ſtruggle with our own Fleſh and 
Blood, in reſiſting their unreaſonable Dictates, 
_ tho? never ſo enforced by the Art and Skill oft | =# 
Devil and his Agents? Surely if the Proſpect ß 
a future Reward, and the fore-taſtes of it, cowd | 
{upport the Saints and Martyrs of the primitive. 
Times to deſpiſe Deliverance upon any diſhon- | 
ourable Terms; then the very ſame Joys, once 
acquir d by our repeated Conqueſts over Tempe. 
tations, ought to engage our Reſolutions in Cour- 
age and Conſtaney againſt all Affaults and At- 
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Fo: that after this Life there will be no 
Remedy, and. that future Offers of Mercy cou'd; 
not be embraced were they to be made again, 
may appear from Reaſon as well as, Scriptuxe, 
For it is the Senſations. properly belonging: ta the 
proſent Texture ur Connection of Body and Soul, 
which put them upon Reaſonings and Diſputings, 
which way to determine the Choiee of their Ac- 
tions, which can only be made Choice of in the, 
preſent Union of. Body and Soul, thyo'-theiafore- 
fick preſent Senſations; ſo that When the, Soul 
Mallfleave the Body and become ſeparate from it, 
theſe Sanſutians, which: only belong Dal anee, 
tens Union (of which ſee in the third Sectionſof 
this Diſtourſe before) muſt ceaſe, and ſo the de- 

terthinate Choice made in their preſent- Union 


muſt for ever remain unchangeable in the Soul 


now deſtitute; of mutable Senſations. And when 
the Body: all come to he reunited to the Soul, 


then only the Senſations belonging to the Soul, 


will have any Affinity with the Body thus rais' d, 
Which will, it ſelf, chen become ſpiritualiz d, and 
ſo no-paſſibility of Diſputes, Reaſonings, or Ar- 
uments between them then, as:now; from whence 
tiſes our preſent Choices of Things/ repreſented 
to our preſent Senſes: But then a fixed; unalterr 


able, and unchangeable Condition will be natu- 
rally / inſtamp'd upon the reunion of Soul and Bo- 


dy; and a final Judgment paſs d upon ene ee 


| of r or laſt Choice of. 
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| ternal· Miſery, is ĩt not Time to awaken fromithe. 
> | Lethargy of Security in Senſualities, and look1as] 
} bout you which way to take to eſcape from the 
I Brink of Perdition and endleſs Deſtruction? 


vi AND?! now methinks: 1 can obſerve ſome: off | 


you; who are come to a ſmall Senſe of Spiritual 
) diſcerning ( tol purpoſe and promiſe to your ſelves; 
N x Time to repent and turn to God, becauſe you 
5 dreadithe Conſequences of his Diſpleaſure, but 
/ you believe he is merciful and will forgive you; 
| whenever you repent and asl him Pardon, and 
vu Af therefore” purpoſe ro> do it in, Al little 

Tien and that you will not long defer t. 111 

1B , conſider, there is no Fime but Time 


preſent you can aſſure your ſelves of; and if iv 


were poſſible you cou'd, wou'd you take Liber- 

ty to Sin becauſe: God is merciful, and ready to 
forgtye when you can find Time to repent? Can 
yducthus turn the Grace of God, which ſhowd 


lead to Repentance, into Wantonneſs? If the 


Grace of God, that is, his Merty, lead you not 
to Repentance; but rather to defer it, you are ſo 
far from being ſecure of it, that ſo long aso yo 
continue your Neglect, you are treaſuring pot 
veur ſelves Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, an 


Nevelation of the righteous judgment of God. 


r #then your Reſolutions be, to repent now, 
leſt you'ſhoutd be ſtill as backward to it when 


y6us determind Time ſhall come, that you pur- 


poſe to perform it in, if ever you ſhow'd ben 
med to it for then, I fear, you Would find the 
fame if not more backwardneſs to it, and ſo ſtill 


prolong rhef fare Purpoſes, and ſo on till You 


might at laſt be tempted to give it up, aud per- 
Waädde your ſelves that upon your approaching 
Death, 
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if you had continued ina State of Sin and Diſ- 
obedience unrepented of, that your Ruin wou 
have been of your ſelves; read deliberately and 
uponfideringly over the bitter Sufſerings of the gon 
of Bod, the Creator and Lord of Lea ven and 
- Earth, and who cou'd command alb the Hoſts of 
dem, and yet for che ſake of fallen lan, degene- 
rated from his firſt pure Eſtare; ſubmittod i Ium- 


elf toche evily / entreated by his On rebellious. 
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this enflame your Hearts with Love tand:ardent 
Affection to think what a ſcore of Sins you have 
'cancel'd,, -thro''the: mevitorious; Death and Sufgr- 
ing of the Son bf God tor you? For our Saviour 
himſelf. teſti6ed| that to aalen e ig forgiven 
he Ane loveth much. ory bus 418 
AND fMIo ever can reſtify; to; himſels this Love 
of /Gbd:to1accompany his Repentanee Will, ind 


-thofe/fweets therein, that ill even make the Bit- 


terneſs of it à moſt pleaſant and} :palatableBitrer, 


that will! give Health to ede and reger 


Hoey” oboe 5 Sithnefs. 0 „H Hi Fo ord 
Fox When once this Love of Goqi is Wrought 
in the Soul; it will. certainly produce in it, a Re- 

formation of Life in Endeavours to zpleaſeyhim ; 
pr this: was the very Mark. Ghriſt looked forias 
an Evidence of the Love of his Diſtiptsas 1 ye 

laue me keep: my Commanduc nt. 
SNN NE Shay this Love'of Godiis: it tell in 
Repentance, and neceſſary to accompany» Refor- 
mation; and as you, who are new. Penitents muſt 
i be * 5 to b as well as an holy Life, conſi- 
der the following ſimilies for your! Help: therein. 
-<111 SU'P P,O.&E you were: under the. Sentence of 
.-Death for tranſgreſſing the Laws of the Nation, 
and here comes to you a certain Ne ,,]ÜM&⁰ ho 
ↄaſſures you! he has a great Value and; Eſteem for 
Jon, and iis not Willing you ſhou d. come to chis 
miſerable End and that therefore he will fol 
the Prince on your behalf for a Repr ieve und 
„hen he has obtain'd that, he Will alſo intergedle 
for his Pardons which he:; doubts not to btain 
thro' his extraordinary Favour with, and Anteseſt 
anſhim . only on Condition that o wall promiſc 


it! o 
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to become careful and Circumſpect the remaining 
part of your Life, and avoid ſuch heinous Of- 
tences, and which if you continue to do, you 
| ſhall alſo be receiv'd into his Houſe, and be made 
Heir of a Kingdom. 

Now tell me if ſuch Offers as theſe in ſuch 


Circumſtances, wou'd not make your Heart over- 


flow with Love and Gratitude; and theſe very 
Offers, and infinitely greater, you have from Chriſt : 
Let the Application of the ſimily help you, thro? 
Faith in his Promiſes, with enflamed Love to him 
to ſend up your Confeſſions of Sins with true 
Contrition, and Interceſſion for Pardon, in ſincere 
Purpoſes and Reſolutions of Amendment of Life. 
Now again, if you were miſerably poor, na- 


ked, hungry, thirſty, and helpleſs, and are aſſur d 


you may meet with Relief by your Application 
to a certain rich Man, whoſe Houſe abounded 
with all manner of plentiful Proviſions; and ſup- 
poſe that upon making known to hum your, ex- 
treme Wants, you are taken in i 
| have the Comforts of wholeſome Nouriſhments 
in proper Meat and Drink adminiſter'd to you, 
with ſufficient Promiſes that the Plenties * his 
Houſe ſhall ever be your Suppert and Comfort, 
while you continue thankful, and live in Obedi- 
ence to the Laws and Cultoms of his Houſhold. 
which are calculated for the wife Order and mu- 
rual Harmony of the whole Society belonging to 


Now wou' d not ſuch ſeaſonable Relief under 
theſe cogent Neceſſities raiſe in you a ſurprizing 
and enflamed Love and Thankfulneſs, and put 
you upon making uſe of all Opportunities to 2 
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5 the ſame by all Acts of obliging Grgtitlide 
gr conſtant Pos to tlie NE tbo 
rates of ſo great a; Benefactor? AW DING tene 
ASS behold there is no Man in the Wof 
(har enjoys the common Bleſſi ugs of Life, of fl 
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is Hor Indebted to God for em, ard ought : 
recei N with the ſame Love and "Thank 
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nal Ruin and Deſtruction, that will be the Wages 
of a continued Courſe of Sin and Diſobedience. 

Le theſe Conſiderat ions be ſeriouſly and de- 
liberately entertain'd, and then ſee if you can 
any longer defer your Reſolutions to the Perform- 
ance of Repentance, the Exerciſe of your Faith 
and Truſt in God, and the Practice of Religion in 
a reformed and holy Life. ooh. Lo hak 


1 


Tux failings and notorious, Sins of David, 
and other good Men mention'd in the Scriptures, 
are ſo far Pon being any Encouragement to you 
to defer your Repentance, or continue in Sin, that 
they ought to give you the greateſt Caution not 
ro defer it, and are recorded for your Inſtruction 
that you may thereby be warn'd to be circum- 
ſpe& and Watchful againſt Temptations after your 

rſt Engagement in it. | = 


Fox by the Examples of the Miſcarriages of 
Men of Religion and Godlineſs, and of, even, in- 
ſpired Penmen, we may obſerve the frailty of hu- 
mane Narure, and its Weakneſs to comply with 
Sin and Vanity; and from hence we may inter, 
that if theſe Men have been capable thus to be 
overcome to tranſgreſs their Duty to God, then 
how'ſhall we be able to overcame the Difficul- 
ties that lye in the way to Happineſs, if we do 
not terioully, earneſtly, reſolvedly and ſpeedily 
et about it? n e un B t 
AN when we have made any Pro grets there- 
18 by thefe Examples we are to learn to" be fl 
a pon cbr Guard, that we may not give che 
Devi an Opportunity againſt us by any of His Pe. 
UE In 
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Inadvertency we ſhou'd again be unexpectedly en- 
ſnar'd, and drawn into ſome vile Act of Diſobe- 
dience, weare not thereupon to give up the Cauſe, 
which we have undertaken, but then to imitate 
David and others in renewed Repentance, and 
by Faſting and Prayer to re-ſtrengthen, and re- 
double our Reſolutions, thro? Chriſt's Aſſiſtance, - 
of ſuture Circumſpection and Watchfulneſs; which 
muſt be repeated as often as we repeat any groſs 
Sins; and our daily Frailties muſt be the matter 
of our daily Humiliation, and Repentance; and 
we ſhall find the Power and Strength of Temp— 
tations to abate according as we, thus thro' Chriſt, 
get Power and Strength to reſiſt them. 

 THrtss+ are the Uſes we are to make of the 


i nns . ba 2 
Failings and groſs Sins of good Men recorded in 


Scripture, which you ſee ought to be Warnings, 
and Admonitions to us to be watchful over our 
ſelves, after our Entrance upon a godly Life; 
their Repentauce being only recorded tor our Ini- 
rar £1 

Lux thoſe, then, who have ſinned with Da- 
vid or in Imitation of him, imitate him in his Re- 
pentance, and waſh their Beds with Tears of bit- 
ter Sorrows, until their Fleſh is waſted and con- 


ſumed as his was: For had not his Repentance 


reſtor?d him to the Favour of God, his Sins wou'd 
have been bis eternal Ruin, altho' endued with 
the Spirit of Prophety and Inſpiration, they be- 
ing no Aſſurances of Infallibility, nor of an im- 


a N 
doll ility to fall away from the Grace, or Mercy 


of God, which only offers Salvation to all in the 
common and natural Way of affording his Help 
and Aſſiſtance tv thoſe, who ſincerely jeck it, 

1 I 2 and 
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and comply with his outward Calls, and inward 
Admonitions. But concerning Perſeverance, more 
in its proper Place. 

Solomon an inſpired Writer, to whom God gave 
particular Wiſdom above the reſt of Mankind, we 
find was upon a Level with the reſt to the com- 
mon gift of Grace, and had it in his own' Choice 
to make ſuch Uſes of ir as might either render 
him Rewardable or puniſhable, when he ſhou'd 
be called to give in his Accounts how he had not 
only inſtructed others, but alſo govern'd his own 
Actions by it. His Exceſſes in Luſt and Luxury, 
and all manner of Senſualities, may Convince us 
that notwithſtanding his Gitts of Wiſdom and In- 
ſpiration, he was a Man of no greater Gifts in 
Grace than common; or elle he had never made 
the ill Uſe of his Wiſdom to have had his Heart 

withdrawn from God by his Senſualities, and there- 
by have drawn down God's Diſpleaſure againſt 
5 bod ſo that his Kingdom was only continued to 
| him for his Father Davzia's fake, and not for his 
own, and for his Diſobedience ten Tribes of 


twelve were rent from the Government of his 


| Poſterity, and only two continued in it, which 
were alſo continued upon the Account of David 
his Father, and not for any Thing Solomon had 
done to procure that Reſerve; which plainly 
ſhews that the Anger of God againſt Solomon for 


his Diſobedience, and his ill Uics he made of the 


Wiſdom beſtowed on him was equivolent to the 
Breach of Truſt God had repoſed in him. 

AN p I wiſh his ſuppoſed Repentance in his 
old Age might be real, and deliver him from fu- 
rure Puniſhments: But we certainly find that 


| the 
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the Sufferings in this Life threaten'd his Poſterity 
had their full Effect *. | 

So that neither from the Examples of Men e- 
minent for great Gifts and Abilities, or particu- 
lar Endowments, who have been guilty of the 
moſt egregious Follies and Wickednels, and have 
ran counter in their Practice to the Charge com- 
mitted to 'em, can any Man make a ſhelter to 
defer Repentance ? but on the contrary it muſt 
appear, that Repentance and Reformation are ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, and that Delays 
of 'em very frequently and in their Non-perform- 
ance, involve the Delayers in endlefs Ruin: 
Therefore make 20 Delay in a matter of ſo great 
Imfortance, and put it not of from Day to Day. 

Le r the following Meditations help to tor- 
ward: your Reſolutions, not to defer your Repen- 
tance. 1 | 

Fox what End came I into the World? Was 
it to pleaſe and gratify, and indulge my brutal 
Apperite, and bodily Senſes in whattoever I found 
agreeable to em? For what End do J enjoy the 
Comforts and neceſſary, Conveniencies of Life? 
Am Ito fix my Happineſs, and to place my Love, 


Wahr and Satisfaction in them. 
56 f 


Is true I have hitherto been making that 
my higheſt Aim, but what is the Reſult of it? 
Have I found any of the Satisfaction I promiſed 


|. f ; . .  F. 
ial 4 | | : ; LIDOUNIYL 211] 
* A; to Temporal Puniſhments upon Children for their Father" 
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Diſobedience it is certainly moſt witely order d by God, to/Withdra 
the Poſterity of ' wicked, Parents from following their Examples, tiiat 
they may be thereby admopiſh'd to ſhun thoſe Sins of their Fore-Fa- 
thers, Which occafioned the Puniſhment they are now under, that 
they may thereby be deliver'd from the Wrath uf God hereafter to 
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my ſelf there-from? No, I am yet to ſcek it; 
Where, then ſhall I find it, or from whence muſt 
ir flow? I have been allow'd all the neceſſarics 
of Life from ſome Fountain of Goodaets, but ne- 
ver yet duly conlider'd from whence they pro- 
ceeded; and yet the fame Hand that provided 
them for me, cou'd as eaſily have depriv'd me of 
m, or have render'd me unfit for their- whole- 
me and palatable Pleaſures, as he has continued 
them to me, and made them Comfortable and 
retreſhing to the ſupport of my Lite. 

BY do not tee ſome, who are depriv'd of 

many of the comfortable Supports that I have 
enjoy*d, who {t!] can bleſs God for what they 
do enjoy, and live in a comfortable Expectation 
of ſomething more delighttul, more durable and 
laſting; who do not ſeem to place their Affecti- 
ons in the Things of this Life, but live in Expec- 
tation to attain a Participation of the Pleaſures of 
that incxhauſtible Fountain of Happineſs, from 
whence theſe Streams of Comforts tor their pre- 
ſent Subſiſtance flow? 
I canxorT but approve their Choice, ſince 
in my Purſuits, I muſt confeſs, that I am at a 
Loſs: I find there is no Happineſs ariſing from 
any of the Views I have fixed upon whereby to 
obtain it: No, nothing but Diſappointments and 
Vexations. FO 

CERTAINLY then it muſt be the Goodneſs 
of God, that he has thus long renew'd his 
Fayours to me every Day, in Order to convince 
me of his Goodaeſs and great Mercy, waiting to 
be gracious to me, while I am ſquandering away 
my Time ia the Devil's Nrudgery, and rac 
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the way to ruin my own Soul, whoſe future Hap- 
pineſs was the End of my Creation. I can find 
no compleat Happineſs in any thing I have here 
purſued. What can then hinder me from ſeeking 
it where, Iam told, it may be found, and can ob- 
ſerve, that they who have made it their Buſineſs 
to ſeek it in that Way, can even at preſent expreſs 
more Satis faction of Mind from thence, than 
ever I yet cou'd experience from all my Purſuits 
of ſenſual Enjoyments. TE 

Tux muſt, then, certainly be ſomething 
in a godly Life, which I have not yet imagin'd, 
and which I can never come to the Idea of, if I 
do not Taſte it by Experience. 3 

I HAVE been told that Chriſt's yoke 7s eaſy, 


and his Burden is light, that his Ways are Ways 
F Pleaſantneſs, and that all his Paths are Peace; 


and I own, I cannot but imagine that thoſe are 
the moſt Happy, that have choſen the Ways of 
Religion and Virtue, and cou'd wiſh my ſelf in 
the fame Way with 'em, if I cou'd but get into 
it without ' Difficulty; I cou'd willingly go to 


Church and foin my Voice in the Publick Service, 


and attend the Sacraments, with Confeſſion of 


Sins, and Humiliation before; and ſhew ſome 


Concernedneſs for a while afterwards, if this wou'd 
but do; but then I am perſwaded that all this, 
without a continued Watchfulneſs and Spiritual 
Mindedneſs, is but a ſeeking to enter in at the 
ſtraight Gate, by thoſe, who will not be able; no 
more than it 1s, by thoſe, who altogether depend 
on thoſe Prieſt's “ Abſolutions ; ho diſpenſe ym 

| I 4 the 
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the Sins of their Flocks contrary to the Terms of 

the Goipel, by pronouncing Abſolutions upon 
| ſuch 


ty SYS 


7 ohn xx. 23. Whoſe foever Sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; 
and evhoſe forever Sins ye retain they are retained. ; 

And to the ſame Purpoſe Matthew xviii. 18. Verity, I Jay unto jou, 
weat/oever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven, and what- 
lee ver. ye Hall looſe on Earth ſhall be looſed in Heaven. 

And as theſe Words in St. Matchew have a plain reference to the 
three: Verſes immediately precedeing, fo thoſe in St. John muſt have 
the ſame reference to what he had inſtructed his Liſciples in, as to 
the Dams. by which they ſhou'd be directed in the remitting or re- 
talumg of Sins, which muſt certainly be upon the 'Term; of the Goſpel 
in Which they had been before inſtructed; which from the three Verſes 
precedeins chat in St. Marrhcav, will put the matter in a clear Light, 
and ſhew us the true Intent of em, and Extent of the Churches Au- 
thoruy from 'em. As, above Mat. xvii, Fer. 15. Moresver, if thy 
Brother Bl treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell him his Fault between 
thee and bim alone, if he ſpall hear thee thou haſt gained thy Brother. Ver. 
16. But if: he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, 
that in the Mouth of two or three Witneſſes every Ward may be eſtabliſb dd. 
Ver. 17. And if he ſhall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the Church; 
but if he negleFs to hear the Church, let him be unto thee as an Heathen 
Man or a Publican. ; 

Hereby Brother is meant one that has embraced the Chriſtian Faith 
as well as thoſe Diſciples he was then inſtructing: His 1 reſpaſſing a- 
gainſt a Brother may imply ſome Act of ill-will or malice done to 
him; for which he is to be privately admoniſh'd by the offended Brother 
himſelf, and if hereby he is reclaim'd, then is his Peace with God and 
the Church continued wichout further Concern : If he is not reclaim'd 
by this; then the offended Brother is to tell the Matter to one or two 
more only, who if they cannot, upon their Endeavours, reclaim him; 
they are to witneſs, to the Church, his Obſtinacy and Contempt of their 
Chriſtian Admonitions; and if he ſhall ſtill remain irreclaimable upon 
85 Admonitions of the Church, then are the Governors of the 

hurch impower'd to declare that Perſon to have forfeited the Bene- 
750 which the Terms of the Goſpel offer to Repentance and Re- 

ration ; and by the Rejection of which he had render'd himſelf 


obnoxious to their further Regard, till ſuch Time as he ſhou'd become 
Enhble.of his. Guilt, and ſeek again upon the 'Terms aforeſaid for Re- 
- conciliation, with Chriſt and his Church ; upon which Submiſſion and 


epentance, they are then impower'd to pronounce him Jooſed or ab- 


Oba v bs A . 1 1 
. this their Act is an Authoritative Declaration of what the Goſ- 
pel it elf aſſures us will be the Conſequence of Impenitency, and 
i”, © | | the 
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ſuch Terms, which the Goſpel never warrants, 
which J find there to be only on Condition of Re- 
pentance and Amendment of Life. 

Tuos E therefore, who repent and amend, 
muſt be the only Perſons who comply with 
Chriſt's Command, to ſtrive to enter in at the 
ſtraight Gate; becauſe the others, who only ſeek 
it in outward Performances cannot be thereby 
fitly qualified for it, and fo be render'd zt alle. 


the Fruits of Repentance, and new Obedience: And therefore to the 
End that Men in Error ſhou'd be made ſenſible of the Coniequences 
of their Contempt of the Offers of Salvation by continuing in irre- 
claimable Sins; the Church, is impower'd to declare them out of the way 
of Salvation, and, to preſerve due Order and Diicip ine, to forſake Cen- 
verſation with them, in order to make them aſham'd and © bring 
them to Repentance. | 

Thus from the whole Scope and Deſign of theſe Veries taken to- 
gether, it appears, that the Church or Governors cf the Church had 
no Power aſſign'd them to bind or loole contrary to what the very 
Practices of the Perions thus bound or looied had occaſion'd, who by 
willful Sins ſirſt bound themſelves from the Mercies of God in Chritt, 
offer'd in the Goſpel, and fo ſtood bound in Heaven; to convince 
them of which, they were to be ſo dec'ar'd by, and debar'd from fur- 
ther Communion and Converſation with, the Church of Chriſt on 
Farth z and ſo muſt neceſſarily continue bound from the Mercies of 
Chriſt in Heaven, till their Repentance and Reformation ſhou'd avain 
procure their Favour with God and Man, and reſtore them to Peace 
with Chriſt, and Communion with his Church, which then, ſhou'd 
be given Notice of to the whole Community in an open Declaration. 

And it is very evident that theſe Verſes taken together can bear no 
other Conſtruction; for who can imagine that Chriit wou'd ever give 
the prior Authority to his Church on Earth to his own Authority in 
Heaven? It muſt be very abſurd to ſuppoſe, that Chriſt ſhou'd ever 
commit his own juſt Judgment, to the imperſect Judgment of Man, 
for Reaſon it ſelf will direct that what Judgment Chriſt committed to 
Men muſt be under his Influence and Directions how and in what 
manner they ſhou'd proceed in Judgment. For to imagine that 
Chriſt wou'd leave it to the Judgment of Men to {end him who they 
- pleaſe to Heaven, is juſt the ſame as to imagine that Heaven may be 
purchaſed with Money, as Siman Magus imagin'd that the Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt wou'd. But where the Roman Prieſts can perſu ade the 
Laity to this, they may well haye a rich Trade. © 


AND 
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AN p ſhall J expect to be entertain'd where 
no Impurity can enter, and will not ſtrive to qua- 
lify my felt for the Company of pure and bleſſed 
Angels, and Spirits of % Men now made Per- 
WWW 1 


I EXPECT it muſt be hard and difficult with 


me to relinquiſh the preſent Habits of Sin I have 
contracted, and at once to forſake my old Com- 
panions, who will not be prevail'd upon to leave 
their Vices; JI muſt therefore apply my ſelf to it 
with my utmoſt Strength and Reſolution; for it 
is my ſiaful Habits, that have made the Gate 
ſtrait and the Way narrow; but J hope to expe- 
rience, by making a reſolved Entrance, that the 
May will be Pleaſant and the Paths will be Peace 
to me as well as they are to others, whole reſolv- 
ed Diligence has conquer'd the Difficulties. 

IVWIIL , then, no longer continue in Sin, be- 
cauſe thou, O Lord, art mercitul; thy Mercies 
{hall now-excite my Love and Thankfulneſs, my 
Sorrow and Shame, that ever Tſhou'd have been 
taken away, by the Streams of thy Favours, and 
removed thereby from the Fountain from whence 


they flow: I will now, O Lord, return with the 
loweſt Humiliation, and beg to be admitted, thro' 


Chriſt, into the Number of thy loſt Sheep, whom 
he came to ſeek and to ſave; but what Gratitude, 
Loveand Duty 1thall I be able to render to thee, 
O God, for thine' ineſtimable Benefits beſtow'd 
on mea moſt miſerable Sinner; thou haſt not 


ſpareduthy Son to die that I might receive Re- 
miſion\ofiSins upon my Repenrance; Faith, and 
Refor mdtiom y Lill theretorez thro' thy Grace 
As ls on alidw s 101 219] 1 ofw © 


aſſiſting 
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aſſiſting me 29 longer to live unto Sin, but to die un- 

; to Sin, aud live unte God, through Jeſus Chrisi. 
o theſe Reſolutions, you will become 
the. Joy of Angels, by cauſing the heavenly In- 
habitants to rejoice, you will hereby engage their 

| Miniſtrations to accompany and attend you, and 

their {Helps to preferve'you from the Snares and 

I Temptations that ſurround you; and to aſſiſt you 

to be under the Government of the DiQates of 

the Spirit in Oppoſition to the carnal Deſires of 

the Fleſh: which in this State will be ever at 

War in your own Breaits againſt the Spirit; for 

the more vou itrive againit the Fleſh, and to he 

govern'd by the Dictates of the Spirit, the more 

ſpiritual Aid and Strength you will procure, and 

you will engage the more of heavenly Company 

and Aſſiſtance, which will give, and encreaſe in 

you ſuch divine Comforts, inward Satis factions 

and Peace of Mind, that you were before perfect 
Strangers to, and cou'd have no Idea of. 

TELL me then if this is not worth all Pains 
you can uſe to obtain it, and all the Watchful- 
neſs you can be Maſters of to continue and en- 
creaſe it; eſpecially when you conſider that it is 
not only the preſent Advantages that will ariſe 
from it, but that it will alſo lead you to eternal 
Happineſs, and uninterrupted Joys, and deliver 
you from everlaſting Ruin and endleſs Miſery. 

Lr your Reſolutions be fixed, conſtant and 

unwavering, and henceforth be always abounding 
iu the Work of the Lord, foraſinuch as you know 
that your Labour will not be in vain inthe Lord, 

AN D now let me invite you into the Com. |} 
pany of thoſe, who I left for a while to call a. 

— 


140 A Journey hre the Wok. p. 


ter you; I am ſure they will be glad to ſee you 
brouglit into the right Road to Happineſs, in 
Which 1 ſhall endeavour to encourage both you 
and them to continue, and to guard againſt lool- 
ing your” Way" in the Wilderneſs. 


— + 
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of Perſeverance. ,, CLARE 


| F E N once you have taſted the Com- 
forts, of inward Peace and Satisfaction 
of Mind, arifing from a Courſe of Godlineſs, I 
am perfwaded it will become very difficult, wWho- 
Iy to relinquiſh the choice you have, thus Fight ly 
made ot being Religious and, Virtuous; 5 becauſc, 
| the preſent Satisfactions, that attend this 0 ice 
| can hardly be given up by 5 who hoe, ex- 
I perienced them.” 


{L] 


of Perfection, nor can we here be perfectly quit. 
of our ſpir itual Enemies; for the Fleſh Weè carry 
continually about with us, and the World i ig 

ly repteſenting its Riches and Honours pol 
Choice of our Happineſs, norwirhſtanding af ou 
former Denials to take up with ein; ſo tl tha 6 ow 
Denials muit be renewed as Opel as We O5 
are made; and it ever it ſhou'd hap eh, that.” We, 
Ihouwd' be unadviſedly betray'd, let my 155 50 0 
Delay to return and repent again, nd to fe . 
our Guard, where we find the F nt fol 85 
vails upbn us, and be particulatly Wätchful a gain 
our: inoft drling Sins and e View. * el 
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WE are indeed, while i in this Life. i in no ſtate : 
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Evens freſh Sin brings upon us freſh Sor- 
rows, and every renewal of Repentance reſtores 
freſh Peace and Comfort to us, when it is per- 
form'd with a hearty Sorrow for Sin, and a ſted- 
faſt Purpoſe and Relolution to forſake it; and we 
{hall find (as before obf_rv*d) that the Strength 
and Power of Temptations will weaken and de- 
creaſe in Proportion to the Strength and Power of 
our Reſolutions againſt them; and the earneſtneſs 
of our Prayers for God's aid to alliſt our un Ne 
cd Endeavours. | 74 

WE are not to imagine that when once /onr 
Peace with, God and Conſcience is procured, t wh 
then we may reſt eaſy, contented, and ſecure, a an 
that our Work is Over, and we are 555 without 
further ond ern: This wou'd be juſt like a Ma- 
riner upon a foyage to the Indies, who finding 
himſelt for ſome Time in the direct Road to the 
Place he was deſigned for, does hereupon con- 
clude himſelf ſafe, and afterwards neglects all fur- 
ther Accounts or Concerns of his Voyage. 

SAiNT Paul's Aſſurance of his future Hap- 
pineſs was ae jalragetber fixed upon his paſt 
Trantactions of Repentance and Reformation, 
and the di charge of 5 Truſt in the Miniſterial 
OMe, but upon his Reſolutions to continue and 
perſevere 1 in this Warfare he had engaged him- 
{elf in, and was fo far from reſting in what, he 
had already done, that he profe eth, his Hopes 

and Aſſurance, dil depend upon his refolved Pur- 
poſe to continue the Race _ Eight, he bad de- 
gun, and enter "d. upon, as you may {#2 in thatwo; 
laſt Verſes of his gth Chap. of his frit Epiſtle to 


Bo 


the Coriatbiaus. I therefore jo 711, 191 a HCOT> 
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tainly, ſo fight I not as one, that beateth the Air: 
Kt I keep under my Body, and bring it into Sul- 
Jecrron; left that by any Means, when I have 
© Preached to others, 1 my ſelf ſhowd be a caſt- a- 


* 


So that all the Hopes and Aſſurance he any 
Where expreſles of the Favour of God, and his 

own future Happineſs wholy depended upon his 
Reſolutions to continue his Guard againſt his ſpi- 
ritual Enemies; who, he knew wou'd ever con- 
tinue to re- ſtrengthen their Forces againſt him, 
and wou'd take their Advantage, if they cou'd 
but obſerve he ſhou'd at any Time begin to think 
himfelf /eczre and neglect his Watch: But up- 
on his Reſolutions never thus to be ſurpriz'd or 
taken at una wares, he can (upon that Founda- 
tion) expreſs his Aſſurance: That neither Death, 
nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Pow- 
ers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to come, nor 
Height, nor Depth, nor any other Creature, loud 
be able to ſeparate him from the Love of God, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. viii. 38, 39. 
"Tx 1s Doctrine of Perſerverance our bleſſe, 
Saviour particularly inculcated upon his Diſciples 
a little before his approaching Death, Mat. xxvi. 
41. Witch and Pray, that ye enter not iuto Temp- 
tation, . '#; | 2 Oy = | [2 | 1 _ 
IN Obedience to which Charge, as St. Paul ex- 
preſſes all his Hopes and Aſſurahce of his Elec- 
tion and future Happineſs, not SPY, to depend 

on his former Repentance and Reformation, but 
upon his Reſolutions of future, and continued 


Watchfulneſs, ſo, in Imitation of the great Shep- 
herd and Biſhop of our Souls, he Hkewiſe very 


frequently 
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frequently inculcates the ſame Doctrine upon the 
Flocks committed, by Chriſt, to his Care, in 
his ſeveral Epiſtles to them: As for Inſtance, in 
his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, Chap. vi. from verſe 
the 10, to 19. Finally my Brethren be ſtrong in 
the Lord, and in the Power of his Might. Put on 
the whole Armazur of God, that ye may be able to 
ſtand againſi the Wiles of the Devil; for we wre- 
file nat, again. Fleſh and Blood, but agaiaſt Prin- 
cipalities, againſs Potwers, againſt the Rulers, of 
the Darkuc [5 of this World, againſi ſpiritual, wicks 
eaneſs in. bigh Places: Wherefore take unto you 
the whole Armour of God, that ye may be able 
to with/i/and inthe evil Day, and Naving done all 
to fand; ſland therefore, having your Loins girt 
about ꝛuith Truth, and having onthe Breaſt-Plate 
of Righteouſneſs, and your Feet, ſhod with the 
Preparation of the Goſfel, of Peace; above all 
taking the Sbield of Faith, wherewith ye ſball be 
able te que uch all the flery Darts of the wicked. 
Aud take the Helmet of Selvation, aud the Sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Ward of God: Praying 
always with ail Prayer and Supplication in the 
Shirit and watching thereanto with all Perſeve- 
rance, aud Supplication for all Saints, | 
.F K0.M:thiz, it appears that St. Paul look'd up- 
on our preſent State as a cointinual Warfare, and 
| ſhew'd-us, what grand Engagements we had not 
only., enter'd upou, but mult carry on and con- 
tinug,lealt 5 relinquiſhiag our Guard, againſt our 


E Sime we then become them Prey, and be 
led Captive; by them at their Plealure 3/0 re- 
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be furniſhed with, in all Caſes, and at all Times: 
by . having them in readineſs againſt all their At- 
tempts and Aſſaults. 8 
T 11 = Armour he directs us to, he ſtiles the 
whole Armour of God, and bids us put it on, and 
afterwards repeats it by bidding us to take it to 
us; thereby intimating the neceſſity of it; and 
the Reaſons are, that we may be able ts ſtand a- 


gainſt the Viles of the Devil; that we may be 
alle to withſtand in the evil Day, or in the Day 


of Temptarion, Trouble or Perſecution : Aud Ha- 
ving donc all to ſtand, or having taken all Precau- 
tion or Reſolution; and being by Prayer for God's 
Aſſiſtance, and by watchfulneſs prepar'd to ſtand 
againſt all Aſſaults of our ſpiritual Enemies, then 
he bids us again, and therefore, thereby to re- 
double our Mindfulneſs of the neceſhty of our 
Watchfulnels, that having thus engaged our ſelves 
in the Service of Chriſt we may not be taken Cap- 
tive by his and our Enemies, whoſe Service if 
we will thus faithfully continue to adhere to, he 
will at laſt make us Conquerors, yea, more than 
Conquerors by, not only, giving us the Victory 
in the Conclulion of the Warfare, but alſo, by 
crowning us with the everlaſting Rewards of 
Happineſs, and unmoleſted Joys at his own right 
Hand to all Eternity; //and therefore undaunted- 
ly with Courage and Reſolution; having your 
Loins girt about with Truth; that you may he pre- 
ſerved from the Deccits of Error or Falſhood, and 
from the Cheats that the Devil wou'd put upon 
you, by transforming himſelf into an Angel of 
Light, that he might thereby inſinuate himſelf in- 
to your Favour to deccive you ; But, you, Hains 
on 
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your holy Ts” Purpoſes; nor be deceiv- 
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on the Breali-Plate of Righteouſneſs, or reſolved 


Intentions not to give your Enemies an Opportu- 


nity to take you unawares; and your Feet, ſhod 
with the Preparation of the Goſpel of Peace, by 
the Truths of which you are prepared to diſcover, 
and renounce all the falſe Gloſſes, that the Devil, 
by transforming himſelf into an Angel of Light, 
or any of his Agents, wou'd repreſent to deceive 
you. Above all, taking the Shield of Faith, fur- 
niſhing your ſelves with a full Truſt and Conti- 
dence that Chriſt will ever be ready at Hand to 


, ſtrengthen and aſſiſt you in your Reſolutions in 
\ theſe Engagements; wherewzth you ſhall be able to 


que uch all the fiery Darts of the wicked: By ſuch 
{ure Truſt in Chriſt you {hall be enabled to over: 
come all the helliſh Devices, that, wicked Men or 
Devils can invent whereby to enſnare you. 


And take the Helmet of Saluation;. The Pro- 
ſpect of your future Happineſs to be your conti- 


nual Guard againſt complying to take up with 


any thing preſent inſtead of it. Aud the Sword . 
of the Spirit, ꝛohich is the Word of God, to be 
your continual Director, for in it is the Spirit 
of Truth by which ye ſhall be able to diſcover, 
reſiſt and overcome the Spirit of Error and Falſ- 
N tels . Wi v4 
2 n ys, wth all Prayer and Supplica- 
tion in t it, or let your Deſires be conti- 
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nually ſpiritual in all, Affairs of Life, and your pub- 


lick and private Prayers and Supplications at pro- 
per Seaſons, that you may not draw! back from 


ed 
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ed in the Proſecution of them: Watching there. 
unto with all Perſeverance; or having a continua! 
Guard over all your Actions, and againſt all Temp- 
tations, that during the whole Term of this Life 
will be incident to humane Nature, not only to 
your ſelves but to all engaged in the ſame Conflict; 
I therefore adviſe that you make Supplication for 
all Saiuts, by which mutual Concern for one an- 
other ye may be ſtirred up to Love and a conti- 


nual Regard to anſwer the Petitions ſent up for 


each others Perſeverance in Godlineſs and Con- 
queſt over all Temptations. 


THERE Doctrine, then, of the infallible Perſe- 
verance of the Saints, or that thoſe, who are 
once in a State of Grace, cannot totally fall away 
from it, muſt be falſe and of dangerous Conſe- 
quences; having ſometimes given religious Men, 
who have embraced this Doctrine, Occaſion of 
ſtumbling, and growing remiſs, ſecure, cold, care- 
leſs and negligent in their Duty, and thereby 
may ſometimes have occaſion'd the Ruin of them, 
by being entangled again in Sin, thro' their Ne- 
glect to be watchful, who when they have come 
to a ſerious Conſideration, (thro? their being pre- 
poſſed of this Doctrine) have imagin'd, that they 
never were yet in any right Road to Salvation, 
but only had deceiv'd themſelves in an outward 
Riahteouſueſs, inſtead of the inward : Upon which 
Imagination. they began to conclude themſelves 
to be of the number of thoſe, whom God had 
predeftinated to Damnation (for the Doctrine of 
abſolute Election and Reprobation conſtantly chime 
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in with this) upon which many have been thrown 
into Deſparation inſtead of Repentance and future 


Watchfulneſs, ſo much inculcated upon us amongſt 


the Precepts of the Goſpel, in almoſt every Page 
A oy 


TE Propagation therefore of that Doctrine, 
muſt be one, amongſt others, of the Devil's De- 
vices, to overthrow, and weaken the Truths of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, and his extenfive Offers of 
Salvation, upon Terms put into every Man's Pow- 
er to comply with, thro? his Grace and Aſſiſtance, 


which is ready to be afforded to all, who ſincere- 
ly deſire and ſeek it. 


Now the Threatnings in both the old and 


new Teſtament, againſt thoſe, who tura from 
Righteouſneſs to a Courſe of Wickedneſs, they, 
of the Perſwaſion of the infallible Perfeverance of 
the Saints, maintain, that the Righteouſneſs men- 
tion' dt of thoſe, was only an outward Righteouſ- 


ness, becauſe, ſay they, had it been inward” and 


real, they couꝰd not totally have fall'n away from 


Ae „ 


IN anſwer to which let it be conſidered that 


nan outward ſhew of Righteouſneſs only, is Hypo- 


briſy, which is perfect Wickedneſs, but ſuch an 
ontwardfhew Righteouſneſs can never be ſtiled 
Righteouſneſs by the undeceivable Spirit of God, 
being by that Spirit every where in Scripture ſtiled 
Hypocriſy, and accounted one of the blackeſt 
Sins; and againſt which our bleſſed Saviour pro- 


nounced many fearful Woes: Whereunto then 
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can a Hy pocrite fall away; he has no Righteouſ- 
neſs to fall from, being wicked in one of the high- 
eſt Degrees, and to fall away from Wiekedneſs 
muſt be a returning from Sin, which is ſo far 
from having the Wrath of God pronounc'd a- 
gainſt it, that on the contrary, there are all Pro- 
miſes, of Mercy, Forgiveneſs and Acceptance 
held forth in the Goſpel to all that repent, and re- 
turn from Wickedneſs of any kind, yea, even, 
tho' it was from Hypocriſy itſelt. 


TEE Caution St. Paul gives to thoſe, who 
have been once enlightened and taſted the heaven- 
ly Gift, &c. Heb. vi. 4. not to fall away, it be- 
ing impoſſible, to renew them again to Repe ut auce; 
will plainly appear not to be meant of Hypocrites; 
af we will but look into the Nature of Hy pocri- 
ly, which is lo far from the Nature of Repen- 
dance, Which muſt be here ſuppoſed to have once 
ſpoken pf, that it is quite the reverſe; for the Hy- 

pocrites Acts of Religion and Devotion are never 
perform'd with any Views to render them ac- 
ceptable to God, but to Men, thereby to deceive 
or byer:reach them, and if 1 their out ward Acts 
of Religion, they gain this End, they, will be far, 
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and a Reliſh or Taſte of nothing but the Plea- 
fures and Gratifications of ſenſual and worldly Ob- 


jects. 


THEREFORE this, and many other like Cau- 
tions the Scriptures very frequently remind us of, 
that we may be diligent, circumſpect, and watch- 
ful, after our Entrance upon a religious Life, that 
we may not again be entangled in the Snares of 
the World and the Devil, leſt we ſhou'd be drawn 
(as Demas was to forſake St. Paul's Converſati- 


on and Dottrines to enjoy this prefent World) to 


give up our holy Reſolutions, and turn Apoſtates, 
or to open and profeſſed Wickedneſs, as it we diſ- 
liked the Ways of Godlineſs, and the Paths of 


Religion and Virtue, and in open Defiance to 'em, 


again embrace the Snares of Sin, and turn head- 
long to D-ſtruction ; fince hereby they who thus 
turn away fromRighteouſneſs lay themſelves under 
an impoſſibility of being renewed again to Re- 
pentance, and muſt be therefore under an Impoſſi- 
biliry of being pardon'd *, 1 * 


Bor tho? this ſhews a Poſſibility of the Apoſ- 
tacy of the Righteous, and therefore ought to be 
an Obligation to us to be ever upon our Guard, 


that thereby we may as little as poſſible diſturb: 


our Peace with God and Conſcience, yet it is not 
the Sins, which are commonly incident to human 


Nature, nor the Commiſſion of, even, ſome groſs 


Sins, that can thus render us Apoſtates, but a 


Return to reſolved and continued Wickedneſs, in 


This is that Sin unto Death, which St. John mentions, and faith, 
T 6 not {ay that ye tall pray for it. 
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a malicious Oppoſition to the Spirit of God, na- 
tural Reaſon, and thereby leaving no more. Room 
for the Operations of God's Spirit to renew us 
again to Repentance. N 


 WHoevs x falls thro? Inadvertancy, Infirmi- 
5 or Unwarily, and are preſently ſurpriſed at 
themſelves, and return to God by Repentance, 
Faſting, and Humiliation; with repeated Reſo- 
lutions of Circumſpection and Watchfulneſs, is ſo 
far from revolting or falling away from their O- 
bedience, and Righteouſneſs, that tho? they have 
hereby made ſome Breaches of their Peace with 
God and Conſcience by the Sins aforeſaid, yet it is 
again reſtor'd, by the Merits of Chrilt, and their 
renew'd Repentance; by which Practice ever 
fuch Fall will give them freſh Occaſion to be ſtill 
more watchful, and not thereby to grow. weary 
and faint in well-doing, fo as at —— to 
os br the ways of Rrghteouſheſs, and thereby 
o lay themfelves under an impolſſibility to re- 
pes again. But let all be affurdthat while they 
find in themſelves an Inclination, and Power thro? 
the Spirit of God, to repent, that'they are not in 
the fad. Caſe and Circumſtances of thoſe, Who 
are Apoſtates and cannot he renew'd again to 


f Repentance. ow gan 2 
= 33x 211 g . | 1 A , ; 


' $6/that it is poſſible for us to gain and con- 
tinte a well - grounded Hope, and Aſſurance of 
God's Fayours and our on future Happmeſs by 
having begun a religious Courſe of Life, and re- 
ſolving to continue our Watch and Guard, for, as 
L obſerv'd before, it was upon en,. 
| | that 
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that St. Paul expreſſes all his Hopes, Dependance 
and Aſſurance of his future Happineſs, which may 
be gain'd in the ſame Way, by all, in Proportion 
to their Induſtry in ſeeking for it, and ſtriving to 
obtain it, 


I is not to be expected you can arrive to it 
in a idle and indolent Manner, as if God had 
done albtor you, and you had nothing to do for 
your ſelves. Your Happineſs is conditionally and 
not ablolutely determin'd, you will never be forced 
to Heaven thro? any ablolute Decree of God prior 
to your own Endeavours, nor thruſt to Hell in 
Oppolition to your own. ſincere Strivings to avoid 
(886i 7 ©: | | | ane | | 


Soy has done every Thing neceſſary on his 
Part (allowing you free Agents and rational Crea- 
tures, and, as is before obſeryv'd, you cannot be 
rational Creatures if you be not free Agents) I 
ſay he has done every thing neceſſary on his Part, 
to help you, and, thro? Chriſt, has put the or- 
dinary Means of Salvation into your Power, and 
Choice, by which you may be enabled to quali- 

y yourſelves for — and the -Enjpyment;of 
himſelf, which, muſt be by Holineſs, without which 
it wou'd be impoſſible you cou'd'be fitted to ge- 

ceeive any Comforts or Happineſs from his Pre- 
enee; for the very nature of Sin continued in, 
aud uarepented.of, mult of is {elf render hn in- 
capable of partaking of the leaſt Pleaſure or Satis -· 
faction ariſing from the Preſence of ſpotleſs, Ho- 
lineſs; ſo that were ſuch Sinners to be entertain'd 

in Hea ven, it cou'd not give em the leaſt, Satis- 
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faction, or eaſe em of thoſe dreadful Flames, 
that their beloved Vices had ſet their Souls on 
Fire with, and as they are thereby render'd unfit 
for Habitation or Abode there, ſo it muſt be juſt 
with God, to baniſh them trom the Company of 
the bleſſed, and leave them to the Fury of De- 
vils and their own awaken'd, accuſing, and en- 
flamed Conſcience burning for ever with Fire and 
Brimſtone, the Fuel which their Vices had heap- 
ed up and kindled. en | 


To preſerve us from which miſerable State, 
Chriſt has himſelf taken upon him our Nature, 
afidufferd Death for our Redemption; and has 
put it into our own Power't>-govern and demean 
-durſelves ſo, as to eſcape the dreadful Terrors that 
Will attend a Courſe of irreclaimable and preſump- 
tuous Sins; and bath left us ſuch Precepts, that 
by their Directions we may embrace, and ever 
Hold faſt the bleſſed Hope of everlaſting Life. 
Ine! Feen YM EINE 2 i 1 | 


Bor ſince it appears that choſeffwho have 
made ſome Progrets in the Ways of Godlinefs, 

may poſhbly turn back tliere: from, without con- 
tinued Care; it will be neceſſary that we always 
remember our bleſſed Saviours Charge, who when 
he had bidden his Diſciples to Watch and Pran, 
he adds, and what 7 ſay unto yon, L ſay anto all, 
WXAuren; Which may convince us of the Neceſ- 
Oſity of continual Warchtulneſs'' and Prayers for 
God's Aid and Aſſiſtance, that we may continue 
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Bur I do, indeed, expect that the Pleaſures 
that will daily flow, and encreaſe upon you, from 
this Holy and Religious Exerciſe, will be the more 
and more engaging to you to perſevere and con- 
tinue in it; that you may never be ſhipwrack'd 
upon the Rock of Security, for if any miſcarry, 
who have once gain'd Peace with God and Con- 
{cience, and taſted the heavenly Gift, it is gene- 
rally by landing upon this dangerous Rock, in- 
ſtead of purſuing their Journey in the true way 
directed, 8 


I x you ſhall then unwarily hit upon it and be- 
gin to ſink, obſerve your Danger, and lay hold 
on Chriſt by the Hand of Faith, with your Pray- 
ers for his Preſervation, and he will pluck you 
up again; and Strengthen Nn to walk ſecurely 
on the Waves, and conduct you ſafe thro? all 
Perils, and tho? you may meet with many Moun- 
tains of Difficulty or Oppoſitions to withſtand 
your continued Obedience, yet by. your conſtant 
Application to, and Faith in Chriſt, they ſhall 
be removed and diſapp ear. 


Nov that Faith in Chriſt to which ſo many 
Promiſes are made in the New Teſtament is nor 
à bare ſpeculative Faith or Belief of the Tranſac- 
tions there recorded of him; but a firm Belief of 
the Truths of all the Promiſes he has annexed to 
the Performance of his holy Precepts and juſt 
Commands; and of the Execution of his Threat 
aings denounc'd againſt the wilful Contempt and 
Neglect of em: So that to believe in a 8 to 
Sb zelieve 
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believe what he ſaich is Faith; and as ſuch Belief 


Works in us a-ConformR$ to his holy Laws. ſo 


ſuch Obedience will inſure to us an Intereſt in all 


the Promiſes he has annexed to our Belie ving in 
him. 


Tus Belief will not only put us upon preſent 


Obedience, but alſo upon continual Watchfulneſs, 


becauſe Chriſt has warn d us to totch n pray, 


leſt we enter into Temptation, and to encourage 
us thereto has promiſed that bzs Grace ſnall be ſuf- 
ficieut for us; and that he will not ſuffer ut to be 
temfited above T2bat wwe art able: But it muſt be 
.contrary to the Nature and Reaſon of Things, 
to expect he ſhou'd either guard or defend us 
from future Temptations, after our firſt Enter- 
ance into luis Service, without any future Guard 


. 
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depend upon, by our timely Application to and 
FTruſt in him; or for his Acceptance of us again, 
after any Inadvertancy, upon our ſpeedy Return 
and Humiliation. 9m Deb bas 5 
Ban 1 400 ichn L £21339} 10 101 DICE 8 136 
Bur after we have once gainid/hts. Favour and 
eſtabliſh'd our Peace with him what ſhall remove 
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us from Perſeverance, and Endeavours to encreafe 


it? Mas not the Sweets of the Expectations, a- 
rifing from a Senſe: of God's Love and Favour, ſuf- 


icient to carry / his moſt faithful Servants, thro 


all their Suflerings in this Life, in Perſeverance, 
even; thro? the moſt ſhameful Death? How then 
9115 | can 
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can we be ſo ſloathful, that the ſame Favours be- 
ſtowed on us ſhall not engage our continued Guard 
and Watchfulneſs againſt all Temptations that 

are common to humane Nature in this State? 


bf b T the fallowing Meditations help to ſtreng- 
then you againſt any Relapſe. 


W HEN I reflect upon my former Conduct 
and Ways of Proceeding, and that part of my 
Lite wherein I made Choice of the Gratifications 
of my brutal Appetites, and fleſhly Deſires, and 
conſider what was the Reſult of that Choice, 
how that then the only Satisfaction I gain'd Was, 
that there was no Satisfaction in them; but on 
the contrary, uneaſineſs, vexation, and a Diſquie- 
tude of my Soul; how uneaſy then was my Mind 
and Spirit whenever I became ſedate and think- 
ing, being withdrawn from my jocular Compa- 
nions: My Bed was then no Refreſhment to me, 
when I had not ftupity'd my Head with ſtrong 
Liquors to take away my Thoughts and Sen- 
ſes; which When awake and regular were con- 
ſtantly mine Accuſers, and made me roll and tum- 
ble, and rendgr'd me as uneaſy as if I had been 
in a Bed full of Nettles, in which I cou'd find 
no Entertainment of Eaſe or Quiet; ſo that F was 
no longer free from the Stings and Reproaches of 
Conſcience, than I could ſtifle its Clamours, by 
getting into the Noife of profligate Companions, 
who had relqui{h'd its Dictates, having their 
Senſes ſtupified with the Poifon of Sin, and cou'd 
find no Time to become Sober and Thinking; 
and no doubt but mine alſo might have any 
| | the 
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the ſame Fate, had I not in Time hearken'd to 
its ſeaſonable Admonitions: And Oh! that 1 
cou'd, even, now bring my old Companions to 
the ſame Senſe of their evil Ways, and egregious 
Follies, which I can now iy ſelf reject with Ab- 
horrence. R 05 9 10 OTH ONO 59g 319910] J. 
_Jaavenow ſeen into the Follies of all world- 
ly Affairs, and can no longer embrace them for 
my Portion: for if I look upon tlie Figure of this 
Earthly Globe and obſerve its Demenſions, and 
Riches, and ſuppoſe I cou'd be made Lord of it 
all, and that nothing therein cout] be with-held 
rom me that my Heart-cou'd defire or wiſh for; 
yet I find upon ſerious Examination, that all 216 
wou'd be far from giving me true Satisfaction; 
for all this wou'd neither procure, nor prolon 
Life, or Health; but perhaps be a Means of de- 
cay ing the one and ſhortening the other, and then 
Vat becomes of the promiſing Honours, Glories, 
and Granduers ariſing from theſe large Poſſeſſions; 
large Poſſeſſions! Hold -HOwW- can I call em 
large Poſſeſſions? When I look up to the Heavens 
and behold the innumerable Globes, that the im- 
menſe ſpace is furniſh'd with of 'vaſtly greater 
Magnitudes than this {mail Globle I ſive upon; 
and may be ſtill an indefinite Number of other 
ſuche Globes inviſible to me, and paſt all the Arts 
and Contrivances of the moſt exalted Wiſdom, 
and Qurioſity df Mankind to diſcover: What 
theez hall I thing of this ſmall Globe, I inhabir, 
that may be inviſible to the View of Notice *v 
ſome other diftant Globes and their Inhabitants, 
as they, and their Globes are to us? If I conſider 
2842 © my 
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my ſelf as Lord of this whole Globe under theſe 
Compariſons, where wou'd be the Largeneſs of 
my Poſſeſſions? A poor inconſiderate Spot, a 
mere Point; Nay, conſider it as it is in Relation to 
us, who are its Inhabitants; and I can compare 
my preſent Poſſeſſions, but even to an Ant-Hill, 
and my ſelf to an Emmet crawling upon it, and 
ſubject upon every Accident to be quaſhed to dirt; : 
I am then aſhamed that ever I attempted to make 
any thing either in 7 or o 1 wy Fw 
Obe ales wy Satis faction 164 
291101 
S Þ hc I then return wich the Dog to bis 
Ven or with the Sow to her wallowing in tlie 
Mire? Shall I again fin willfully ; deliberately 
and, of Choice fall away again to a Courſe" of 
Pickedneſs thro' a diſlike, and malicious Oppo- 
ſition to the Ways of Holineſs, in which I have 
only found inward Peace and Comfort; and by 
this Means, forfeit the Satisfaction of the Sacri- 
fice, which Chriſt made for me? To What, then, 
can I apply; for, Hopes of future Pardon, and 
Acceptance, hen I have thus craciſied Het ehe 
n of God; and put bini to qpen Shame, and there- 
by W the Effects of his Sacrifice, and Cru- 
| Gap hg with Regard to my Lt ſo that there can 
remain no more Sacrifice for ſuch Sins of Apoſta- 
73 Hie died once for our Sins, but now:Death . 
hath. no more Dominion over him; and tho'ꝰ he 
continues to be an Advocate with the Father for 
Sins of. Infirmity, he can make no more Sacri- 
dee 500 wiltul Ae C1110 90; Voi 603 
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Bur why ſhou'd I examine how far I may 
Sin, and yet find a Pardon? Shall I endea- 
vour to drive as hard a Bargain with Chriſt as I 

can? Shall T hang divided between Heaven and 
the World; No, no, fince I have made Choice 
of a renewed Heart, I can deſpiſe ' the Flatteries 
of Temptations, that wou'd endeavour to draw 
me back from Chriſt ; I muſt approve. this as the 
only beſt Choice I ever made; I have taſted the 
Sweets of it, in Satisfaction of Mind, and Peace 
of Conſcience: I can now put my ſelf in the 
Morning under the Protection, Guidance, and 


Direction of Chriſt, Who will give his Angels 
Charge over me; and at Evening, upon a review 


of Day paſt, I can reconcile my ſelf to God, and 
the World; and go to ſleep in Peace with God 
And l all Mankind; and charitably pray for the pre- 
ſent and eſpecially the eternal Welfare of all Men. 


Ic AN likewiſe upon any Troubles, Loſſes, 
Croſſes or Afflictions comfort my ſelf under them, 
and fly to God for ſpiritual Suceonr, and beg his 
Aſſiſtance of ſpiritual Relief, which under the 
greateſt outward Calamities of his Servants hath 
always been their greateſt Comfort, and which 
has vaſtly ſurpaſſed all their outward Sufferings; 
ſo that they cou'd count it Joy to ſuſſer for Righ- 
teouſneſs ſake ; then ſure the ſame ſupport will 
enable me to bear comfortably- any Tryals that 
are commonly accidental to humane Nature, 
which I 1 acquieſe. in, and receive as father- 
ly Chaſtiſements to refine and prepare me for 
himſelf. : 
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I 1a vt taſted and experienced the immea- 
ſurable Difference between a Courſe of Wickedy. 
neſs and a Life of Godlineſs; and am ſurpriſed 
at the mad World that fo many ſhou'd purſue 
Vanities and gilded Toys, and that the Practice 
of Swearing, Lying, Cheating, and defrauding 
ſhou'd ſo much prevail, even, amongſt thoſe, 


who one Wou'd otherwiſe thiak had not loſt cheir: : 
Senſes; but as I have made my Eſcape from a- 
mongſt them, I am reſolved to return no more 
into their Company, except it be with a View to 


one them from their Danger. 210 _ 
5 1 oo reſalved to keep my Watch _ al 

Temptations, and not through Security to give 
Way to the ſevenfold Power of wicked and 5 
Spirits to return and make their abode with me, 


and rhereby to render my laſt State _ than 


mf . 
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1 1 heb ted to be reaching een ae | 


aw! inereaſe of Grace, that I may add ro my Faith, 
Virtue; and to Virtde, Knowledge; and to K⁰ũjS 
ledge, Temperance; and to Temperance, Patience; 
to Patience, Godlineſs; and to Godlineſs, 
Brotherly Kindneſs; and to Brotherly Kindneſs, 
Charity; that I may neither be barren nor unfr hit 
füt in dur Lord qeſus Chriſt, e 
Co, thetij you, who have made cheſe hw 


ly Reſolutions, and let me ſhew you, as well as 


Ican in the next Section, The een that 
will be 5 Life. 100 Bet 7 


it 
. 8 ECT 
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SECT. VII. 


The Advantages, that 2 be reaped by @ Holy 
Life. 


T is you, who have engaged in the Ways of 
Godlineſs, and reſolve to purſue them, I ſhall 
now apply my ſelf to; only, by the Way, I 
wou'd adviſe ſuch, who are yet Strangers to it, 
to come and hear, that they may alſo be invit- 
ed to enter into. the Houſhold of Chriſt, for his 
Houſe is not ſtraitned that they cannot find Room, 
if they will but qualify themſelves for it by 
knowing, ſeeking, and ſtriving for Entertainment; 
His Houſe and Proviſion will ever enlarge, as he 
finds Gueſts to come into it; and every freſh 
Gueſt gives new Joys to its Inhabitants; and Oh! 
that I cou'd perſwade even, all, who have not yet 
ſet heartily about the Buſineſs of their future 
re no 1e. to delay It, 922 | 
Cons then Abd let the Moment of "N 
Reward, which they are entitled to, who have 
already reſolved upon it, and which you may 
have A Right i in upon the fame Conditions, ip 
vite you into the Practice of Repentance, Faith, 
and Nee mation; the Advanta os of ly nga 


A n n in this wala? Fw " 99 7 4 


you found your, Riches 5 Bleſſing, ang Wo I 
Snare to you ; and the more you ave ſet Your 
Hearts 


» k | 
* 
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Hearts to do gcod with 'em, in due Proportion to 
your Subſtance, the more preſent Satisfaction will 
ariſe to your own Minds; and every Act of Cha- 
rity you do to the neceſſitous, in feeding the Hun- 
gry, cloathing the Naked, viſiting, and relieving 
the Sick, and Impriſon'd, will give a reciprocal 

Joy to your ſelves from the Joy of the Neceſſi- 
tous, upon your ſeaſonable Relief, which cannot 
fail to redound to your ſelves from ſeeing the 

Joy and Comfort ariſing to them from your Boun- 

ty and Charity, ſo that it will excite you to bleſs _ 
God, who has made you capable to adminiſter 
Sea ſonable and Comfortable Relief to their Wants 

and Neceſſities; for as it is a great Comfort to 
the neceſſitous to receive your Relief, ſo your Ad- 
miniſtration of it where it i; really wanted, will 
leave a mutual Comfort upon your ſelves, from 

| the innate Concern, of humane Nature one for 
another; and not only fo but a greater SatisfaQi- 
on will ſtill ariſe from your Acts of Charity up- 
on the Account of the fure Promiſes of God of 
your future Reward, and that Chriſt ſets all fach 


Ads to his own Account and will certainly re- 
pay them bd 5 * 


1 


* 1 7 


Jou have alſo the Comforts of hecoming Ex- 
emplary in your Lives and Converſations, becauſe 
R 1 * "4 WW > | oy 
vou are placed in higher Spheres than others, fo 
that your Righteouſneſs will not be only to your 
ſelves, and redound to your own private Weltare, © 
but will extend its Illumination as far as your Con- 
cerns, and Characters; and not only your own 
'Houſhold, Neighbourhood, and Tenants, but al- 
ſo the very Objects of you Charity, and as many 


| as 


— 
1 
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as ſhall have any Concerns with you, and man 
alſo, that ſhall but hear of your ſpreading Re- 
putations, which will carry along with them true 
Honour, and laſting Eſteem, will be induc'd to 
mitate your Vertues, in ſuch Degrees, that their 
different Circumſtances will admit of; And how 
comfortable muſt it be to fee Virtue, Religion, 
and Godlineſs thrive and flouriſh by your Fon? 
ing Examples. So that the Advantages of your 


Virtues, above others, are very conſiderable, and 
vaſtly great *. 


ARE you Poor, or in 1 low and mean Circum- 
ſtances in the World? Your Righteouſneſs may 
indeed labour under ſome: Diſadvantages | ſo that 

it will leſs become imitable; yet it will give _ 
Veneration and Eſteem with all“ good Men, 
will put you under che Cate and Conduct of Ch Ty 
and the Guardranſhip of his Angels, and Will af- 

"ford youtharPeice of Mind and ir ward Sarefic- 

ion chat will be able te ſupport you under all 


| outward Calamfties of this Life ven Will ale 


Ade ſuch à Meaſure of this World's Good,” as 
*SGod l ſees will beſt tend to Foal lpit üer Wellste; 
and either by your, own” honeſt dEndeavours en- 
| able you to procure a — of the comlort- 

= able i plies, of Life; or eb your proper 2 
= bet for Relief, Will of Heirs bf. 
Bp 407 0311s 2005 
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Fellow Chriſtians. to afford it you While in this 


Life, and at laſt receive you to the everlaſting 
Treaſures of his Kingdom. 


Ar RE, you Parents of Children, c ar "Maſters of 
Servants? Then you will have the inward, Satis- 
faction that your Examples will give a double 
Engagement to your Admonitiqns, Counſel, Ad- 
Vice, and Corrections, when neceſſary; and 7 
in 'em a readineſs of Obedience, loa, aus la w- 
ful Commands. 57% viſtgs 

Ax x you Children, or 3 Then vou will 
have the Satisfaction ba kme 0 10 rt n 
ſters, or Miſtreſſes, that true Delight, an . 
plaiſancy, Which mult. b e. —.— Reſult o 
your Obedience to em: And the Fajthfulneſs ar 
| you nene, that Truſt . to you, 
will; gain you the Fayoyr of G > ana Beppe” : 
Eh amongſt all good Men; and a, Bleſſing to ar- 
nd your future Concerns a Aﬀairs; 1 
reby * che Care of,che Angels of 99 75 
vol eee and atten 


ale — 


ee Orts ta you as y tha 
ef for your kt 0 vpn un ware Wel- 
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br then what bleſſed Influences will attend your 
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will enter the Hearts of your Hearers, prepared, 
by your Examples, to receive the Seed of the 
Word of God, which will bring forth the more 
abundantly from your former Care of preparing 
the Soil, by doing that your ſelves, which you 


inſtruct them in the Practice of. The Advantages 
therefore of your Virtues are very conſiderable 


as well as thoſe before obſerv'd of the Rich. 


AN D what mutual Comforts muſt then ariſe 
between ſuch Miniſters and ſuch Flocks, even un- 
der the Expectation of a happy Meeting before 
Chriſt, at the Reſurrection of the Juit; when 


the Miniſters ſhall be able to preſent their Flocks 


before him, as the Fruits of their Labours, and 


the Purchaſe of his Blood? I fay, what Comforts 


at preſent muſt ariſe from theſe ExpeQations ? 


bor then, What will be the Fruition and En- 


joyment of thoſe eternal Treaſures, which Chriſt 


will put all his faithful Servants, Rich and Poor, 


| Watters and Servants, Parents and Children, Mi- 
n 


ſters and Flocks, into the Poſſeſſion of, when 


He ſhall ſay unto em all together, Come ye bleſ- 


ſed Children of my Father inherit the Ringdom pre- 
pared for you from the Foundation of the Worla? 


E On! then, how will the Poor rejoice to ſee 


cir Debts repay'd, and the Rich ten thouſand 
fold rewarded ” And then, how will the Rich 


rejoice to ſee the Objects of their former Charities, 


the Favourites of Chriſt and their Poverty turn'd 


into Crowns of Glory; and this perhaps owing, 
in a great Meaſure, to their tender Concern tor 
3 ; 4 7 ; 
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'em, when they were the Objects of their Picy 
and Relief; by the proper Applications of which, 
they were probably invited to the Imitation of 
their Yen in Religion and Godlineſs | 


Ld 


WIr R what mutual Joys will Parents and 


Children, Maſters and Servants congratulate each 


other upon their Entrance into theſe Poſſeſſions, 
that they thro' the Expectation of here, had en- 


couraged each other in Religion and Yirtue, the 


only Means to procure 'em? 


Ax p what Tranſports then will fill the Hearts 
of Miniſters to ſee the Fruits of the Labours, 
Cares, and Concerns of their Seed-Time end in 
ſo plentiful a Harveſt? Oh! then what Joys will 


their Flocks abound with to ſee their Miniſters 


ſo infinitely rewarded for all heis Care and Con- 
cern fog their eternal elf AS? tor! W wh 
erty. its aj! 17 
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. godly Men of all the Ages of the Wor 
we have, or have not, either heard or read of, or 
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fles of this Life, or in the vain Fruition of worldly 
Emoymeats ; all which in a very ſhort time, we 
mult be ſtripꝰd of by Death, which tho? it is ſhock- 

ing to Nature to think upon, and we are aſſured we 
muſt go thro? it, and leave this Abode and all the 
preſent Pleaſures of Life ; yet by the Advantages 
of an holy Life, the Terrors of Death it ſelf are 
taken away, and can even make the Apprehenſions 
thereof eaſy to the Mind, which wou'd other- 
wiſe be dreadful and tormenting: So that an 
holy Life will remove all the dreadful Terrors of 
Death it ſelf, and make the Thoughts of our 
Paſſage Eaſy and Comfortable; which when we 
have once paſſed thro', we ſhall (being qualify'd 


by Holineſs) immediately enter into the Care 


and Conduct of Angels, and be receiv'd into the 
Society of all the holy Saints and — and 
d, that 


own; and, be admitted into their Communion, 


and with them behold and enjoy the Glories of our 


Creator and Redeemer, in the Eſſence of the Di- 


Vine, and Exaltation of his humane Nature, 
and never more become ſeparate from his moſt 


deſirable, and Soul raviſhing Preſence: The Ex- 


pedtation of Which-cou'd make St. Paul * chooſe 


c ee ed Death 

* St. Paal. very pwbably in one of his woſt ſpiritualized Retire- 
ments, and Meditation, upon the inexpreſſible Glorie. and Joys of 
Chriſt's ſpiritual and heavenly Kingdom, was thereby raiſed above him 


ſelf, and for the Time, almoſt in its very Enjoyment ;* ſo that he was, 
as he expreſſeth it, caught up into the third Heaven or Paradiſe, be- 


ing ſo far {pi;jtualized that he was raiſed quite above his bodily Senſes ; 
ſo that he cou'd not diſcover whether or no his Spirit was confin'd to 
His Body during the Tranſport: In which ſpiritual Flight and Extaly, 
being in Danger of being exalted. above Meaſure, as being either yet 
in the Body, gr ſent back into it, here vas, faith he, given to = a 

= Ee dro —- 10s born 


A Journey thro) the WORLD. 167 
Death rather than Life, or to be Mfiolv'd that he 
might be with Chriſt; only he cou'd be content 


with Life during his Pleaſure that he might be 


a further Inſtrument of perſwading others to ac- 
cept of the Offers of Chriſt's Mercies upon Goſ- 
pel Terms. 


AND I doubt not, but whoever makes a Pro- 
ficiency in Godlineſs will find the Apprehenſions 
of Death leſs and leſs terrifying to Nature in Pro- 
portion to their Faith in Chriſt and Duty to him; 
who by his Death hath taken away its ſting and 
made the Apprehenſions of it much more eaſy 
to all his true Followers. | 


Ap where the Apprehenſions of Death are 
made eaſy, then muſt all States and Conditions 
of Life be ſo too, for this will enable us to re- 


ſign our Wills to God's; and in all Circumſtances 
to ſtrive after true Contentment ; and endeavour - 


to be as uſeful as we can while it ſhall pleaſe 
God to continue us here, that we may at laſt 
give up our Accounts with Joy to Chriſt, accord- 
ing to the Truſts and Talents he had committed 


Thorn in the Flip, the Meſſenger of Satan to buffet me; for this Thing I 
beſought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. Which I take 
to ſigniſy his return to the common Infirmities of the Fleſh, from which 
he entreated thrice he might have been deliver'd, and continued ablent 
from, that he might have remain'd in that preſent Enjoyment: But 
Chriſt, who had more Work for him to do in the Body, return'd him 
Aniwer; My Grace is ſufficient for thee, or altho' thou mayſt not yet 
enjoy the Glories thou haſt had fo great a taſte of in this Tranſport, 
and Revelation, I having yet more Work for thee to do on Earth, 
yet my Grace will be ſuthcient, (thro? all thy Tryals, Trouble, Temp- 
tations and Infirmities, while in the Body) to conduct thee ſaſe to the 
unmoleſted Joys of my Preſence, when thou haſt finiſhed that Work 
1 have appointed thee to do for my Church upon Earth. | 

L 4 | to 
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to us, Whether they were Riches or Knowledge, 
or both! whether: we!lwere: Maſters! or Servants, 
P. arents or Childrens Paſtors or Hloclts, or what- 
ever elſe wwe were, whether Bond or Free; this will 
entitle us to an Entrance into the everla ſting Glo- 
ries of that inexhauſtable, Fauntain of all Perfec- 
tions, 2 ee Delights, and Satisfactions 
of * dorahle un oniginated: Eſſence of the undi- 
HAGER; Thinks, "fo DitioQitins, of Father, 
vie and! ie in their Communicable 
tous, ſhall concentre in one undivided 
2001 God pacama Alis AlL. 
ai ud tes Hong! M. vis ai gods vor. 
S A conclude wi hy © following Medita- 
tions. „% bas nod 1181910 


ent mon nr 538isqet 07 d 2 
Nr E N read over the Holy and immaculate 
Life and Converſation of our bleſſed Redeemer, 
how he went about doing Good and working Mi- 
MES. fo confirmithe H ruth ot his Doctrines, and 
nlider bow ſweet his Company and Converſe 

necelfarily- havę been to his co- temporary 
5 jth Diſciple-, Qh4 bow eam I enflamed 
_ a Belief of what Happineſs they muſt enjoy 


| 105 Fs S Divine ene aden un his Humilia- 
1 0 ch n K dag dun that 4 
= 

C28 


\ 19Y9 101 1 We 


4 4 E | WHEN 


A Tourney thro? the WORLD. 169 


W 4 £» I conſider, O Lord. what thou haſt 
done and ſuffer'd to bring Mankind into the Way 
of Salvation, that thou haſt ſuffer'd a moſt ſhame- 
tul Death to bring us to Life, and haſt looſed the 
Adamantine Bars and Bolts of Death, by thy Re- 
ſurrection from the Grave to deſtroy its Domini- 
on over Mankind, and to purchaſe for us, and 
_ enſure to us, alſo, a Reſurrection to Life and Im- 
mortality ; how does this fill me with the com- 
fortable Hopes and Expectation of the Enjoyment 
of thy Preſence in everlaſting Glories, where 1 
{hall not enjoy thee in thy Meanneſſes, but in 
thy moſt exalted Perfections; and not for a ſhort 
Time but to all Eternity; when and v here no- 
thing can be able to ſeparate me from thy Pre- 
ſence, nor rob me of thoſe full and compleat Sa- 
tisfactions it Affords. 


WHEN I read of thy Appearance to thy Diſ- 
ciples after thy glorious Reſurrection to comfort, 

ſupport and ſtrengthen them; methinks the ſame 
Cambdorts enter my Soul | on REY 


W ren Iread the Paſſage of thy Accompany- 
ing thy two Difciples to Emmans, and of thy talk- 
ing with them by the Way, before thou hadſt 
made thy ſelf known unto them; and that thou 
 waſt known unto *em by breaking of Bread; does 
not then my Heart burn within me as theirs did ? 
And ſhall I not then up and ſeek after thee amongſt 
the reſt of thy Diſciples and true Followers, until 
with them I {hall not only enjoy thy Preſence for 

2 Time but for ever? 4 
\ ND 
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B 1 1 4 5, | 3 ; 5 | 
AND now, O Lord, as thou didſt enter the 
Room amongſt thy Diſciples the Doors being ſhur, 
ſa do thou, O. Lord, enter into, and take Poſſef⸗ 
ſion of my Heart; and as thou art now aſcended 
into Heaven, ſo let my Heart and Affections aſ- 
tend thither to ithee, that they may attract my 
Soul to the everlaſting Comforts and Glories of 


LANs: now, O Lord, in the midſt of my Re- 
ee Spiritual Meditations, when I can 
up my + Soul, as it were, to Heaven, how 
ſweer are the Raviſhments and * ö 
1 5 ee 


8 Y F.. 1 3 1 
„l Denn! I. 
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Finz will either forcs em itno their Communion or deſtroy em: I fay, 
"Whoeyer 


8 FA 5 their Flights of Extaſies, Tranſports and Raviſhments be 
1 1 11 


Or Þ the other hand pulling down Meeting-Houſes, or any Places e- 
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feel in Converſing with thee? In which I cou'd 
with St. Paul covet to continue; but quickly feel 
that Fleſſ and Blood are not capable long torbear 
it, but am thereby remanded back to purſue 
the Concerns Belonging to my "preſent State 
and muft row content fny ſelf with only ſome 


faint Taſtes and Reſemblances'bf thoſe "ſpiritua} 

i bg ettoimo.} gin 3 og 02 
rocted for Religious Aſſemblies ; for tho! different Per ſwwaſiont In Points 
of Worſhip may be matter of our Diſputes, they ought not to be the 


matter of Quarrels,npr to caufe our, Pulpits to ſound Alarums to War: 
iples of Chriſt Frequently laid (down their Lives in De- 


1 
For the Dilc 


And Oh! how happy wou'd this Wolde Iphabitants 14 8 chey 
on Earth, as it is done in Heaven; then wou'd. 15 ous Enthuſiaſm 
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Joys, which Inow live in Expectation of and will be 
the Reſult of my continued Obedience to the holy 
Laws and wiſe Precepts thou has directed to bring 


me to thy ſelf; I will therefore leave my Heart 


and Affections with thee, and lodge my Treaſure 
in Heaven, while I finiſh my Warfare on Earth, 

d endeavour to make good the Diſcharge of 
my Truſt in the Improvement of thoſe Talents, 
which thou haſt committed to me, that ſo at laſt 
I may come to enjoy for ever thoſe heavenly 
Treaſures, upon which my Heart and A ffections 
are hxed,, being ready to give up my Accounts 

Wich Joy, having my imperfect Obedience made 
decrp aß 


e thro? the unerring Obedience of thee, 


my bleſſed Redeemer, and to receive that bleſſad 
Sentence, Well don: good and faithful Servant, 
inter thor into the Joy of thy Lord. . 
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| CON TEN TS. 


SECT PF K 
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ere having been a larger Demand from 

the Publick not only for my two Books 
of Philoſophical Meditations, (which are quite 
out of Print) but alſo for the Journey thro 
the World, and Philoſophical Diſſertations than 
was at firft expected. I purpoſe (God willing) 
to publiſh by 'Subſcription, a Second Edition of 
all the above-mention'd Pieces, without Altera- 
tions or Additions, which- will be printed to 
the ſame Size of the former Editions that any 
Perſon who is not furniſh'd with them ma 
be ſupply'd either ſingly or together, and will 
have given with them Gratis, au general Title 
to the whole, which will be ſufficient to make 
a large Octavo Volume when Bound together. 
I purpoſe having them ready to Deliver to 
the Subſcribers by Miaſummer next, or ſoon 
after, upon the following Conditions, vr. 
The two Books of Philoſophical Meditations, 
and the Phiſalophical Difjertations will be con- 
tain'd in about Thirteen or Fourteen Sheets at 
Two Shillings and Six-pence. 


The Journey thro the World, in about 


Twelve Sheets at Two Shillings, the whole 


printed on a Superfine Demy Paper and New . 
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mended by Dr. J. Watts, Priee 25. 
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ways before us. J. Jeſus Chriſt the Father's Servant. 8. God the 
Shepherd, or Reſtorer of his People. 9. The Repentance of a 
Church, its beſt and only Security. 10. 'The Remoyal of the 


Righteous, or decaying Piety a Call-to Prayer. 11. The deplor- 


able State of a People, or Nation, where Iniquity abounds 12. 
Viſible Judgments on ſome, a loud Call upon others, to cloſe and 
ſerious Refle&ion. 13. Chriſt the Sun of Rignteouſneſs, We. 14. 


Eliſha's Cry after Elijah's God, &c. By the late Reverend and 
Learned, Mr. Eduard Brodburſt. Price bound 5 5. 


4 . 


N 5 ITE * RIO 2 
o 


a 
* 
. 
nnn 
Tn = 
ä —— ne = 


Sao. As PIES 


we, 
. %. 
8 


8 7.5 i 3 ” 7 
1 =o 
5 e „ 
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